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MIC NEWS

Cool Kids and Rainbows

The Cool Kids and Rainbows program will recommence on 28th July 2005 at the Box Hill South Neighbourhood House, Kitchener Street, Box Hill South.  The sessions will be held every Thursday during school terms at 4pm to 6pm.  The children are collected from school and driven home after the sessions.

The program is facilitated in partnership with Resilient Kids - Eastern Children’s Resource Centre to support the settlement of young refugee children aged 5 to 12 years.  The program assists children to identify feelings including anger, worry and grief and loss and to develop strategies to cope with these feelings and bullying.  In Term 3 2005, the program will target children aged 9 to 12 years.

For further information, contact Judy McDougall on 9873 1666 or Email jmcdougall@miceastmelb.com.au.

(          (          (
Health and Aged Care Working Group

The next meeting of the MIC’s Health and Aged Care Working Group will be held at 9.30am to 11.30am on Wednesday 10th August at the MIC, 333 Mitcham Road, Mitcham.

The working group provides a forum for health and aged care workers across the region to identify service gaps and collaborative activities to address needs for people from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds, to share resources and information and to increase their understanding of settlement issues.

All interested health and aged care service providers in the region are welcome to attend the meetings.  For further information, contact Judy McDougall on 9873 1666 or Email jmcdougall@miceastmelb.com.au.

(          (          (
Monash Chinese Parents Projects

The next meeting of the Steering Committee for the Monash Chinese Parents project will be held at 9.15am to 10.30am on Thursday 11th August 2005 at Centrelink Glen Waverley, 7 Bogong Avenue, Glen Waverley.

The project has 4 components – four information forums on education to increase parents’ understanding of education in Victoria and how they can support their children at school, a four week parenting program, a youth and family support services expo and the development and facilitation of a Chinese cross cultural training program for teachers and youth and family support services staff.

The Education Forums will be held 26th July – Early years – Orientation to school and primary school studies; 2nd August – Middle years – Transition to secondary school and secondary school studies; 9th August – VCE; and 16th August – VCAL and other pathways to tertiary education.  The forums will be held at 7pm to 8.30pm at the Monash City Christ Church, 44-48 Montclair Avenue, Glen Waverley.

The “Happy Families” Youth and Family Support Services Expo will be held on the 5th September at the Monash City Council, Springvale Road, Glen Waverley.

For further information, contact Judy McDougall or Wanling Zhang on 9873 1666 or Email wzhang@miceastmelb.com.au.

(          (          (
Monash Sri Lankan Project

The next meeting of the Steering Committee for the Monash Sri Lankan project will be held at 6pm to 7.30pm on Tuesday 8th August 2005 at Monash City Church of Christ, 44-48 Montclair Avenue Glen Waverley.

In 2004, the Migrant Information Centre completed a report “One Community, Many Voices – The Diversity and Needs of the Sri Lankan Community in the City of Monash”.  The research identified a range of issues impacting on the settlement of migrants and refugees from Sri Lanka.  

On the 2nd July 2005 a forum was held on “Obtaining Employment and Employment Support Services”.  The forum was highly successful and 50 people attended.  Your Employment Services and South East Region Migrant Resource Centre will facilitate programs targeted at the needs of skilled Sri Lankan migrants in July/August.

The role of the steering committee is to identify actions to address the needs identified in the research report.  Representatives and community leaders from the Sri Lankan community are members of the steering committee and service providers are welcome to attend meetings when issues related to their services will be addressed.

At the next meeting, issues related to aged care will be discussed. These issues relate to isolation of the elderly and the need for information about culturally appropriate services that can assist families to care for elderly relatives.

If you would like to attend or you require further information, please contact Judy McDougall on 9873 1666 or Email jmcdougall@miceastmelb.com.au.  

(          (          (
Southern Sudanese Women’s Group

The Southern Sudanese Women’s Group will continue to meet every Wednesday during school terms at 2.30pm to 4.30pm at the Mitcham Anglican Church, 18 Edward Street Mitcham.

The group provides an opportunity for women to meet weekly during school terms to obtain information about Australian culture and service systems and to participate in activities such as conversational English and play for young children.  

In Term 3 activities will include information sessions on ambulance services, health, State Emergency Services, healthy food and Australian groceries, obtaining a Driver’s License and safety in cars.  The group will also rehearse Sudanese song and dance.  The first session will be held on the 13th July 2005 and the last session for term three will be held on the 14th September 2005.

For further information, contact Judy McDougall on 9873 1666 or Email jmcdougall@miceastmelb.com.au.

(          (          (
Understanding People from CALD Backgrounds Training Program

The Migrant Information Centre is providing free sessions for HACC workers to assist them in understanding people from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds.  Two topics will be covered – understanding Greek culture and understanding Jewish culture.

Details are listed below.

	Topics
	Date
	Time
	Venue

	Understanding Greek Culture


	Monday

15 August

2005
	10:00am to 12:15pm
	Whitehorse Room,

Box Hill Town Hall

Whitehorse Rd., Box Hill 3128

	Presenter:

Australian Greek Welfare Society
	Tuesday

20 Sept

2005
	10:00am to 12:15pm
	Migrant Information Centre

333 Mitcham Road

Mitcham 3132

	(The content of each session is the same, please choose a date that suits)
	Wednesday

5 Oct

2005


	10:00am to

12:15pm
	Room 1, Maroondah Federation Estate

32 Greenwood Ave, Ringwood 3134  

	
	Wednesday

16 Nov

2005
	10:15am to 12:30pm
	Wheelers Hill Library Meeting Room 

860 Ferntree Gully Road, Wheelers Hill 3150

	Understanding Jewish Culture
	Thursday

18 Aug 

2005
	1:00pm to

4:15pm
	Wheelers Hill Library Meeting Room

860 Ferntree Gully Road, Wheelers Hill 3150

	Presenter:

Jewish Care

(The content of each session is the same, please choose a date that suits)
	Thursday

22 Sept 2005
	1:00pm to 4:15pm
	Whitehorse Room,

Box Hill Town Hall

Whitehorse Rd., Box Hill 3128




For more information or bookings please contact Wina Kung, on 9873 1666 or Email wkung@miceastmelb.com.au. 

EMPLOYMENT

Australian Employment and Labour Market Practices

The South Eastern Region Migrant Resource Centre (MRC) are facilitating a program for overseas qualified professionals, skilled migrants and newly arrived migrants.  The training program aims to provide migrant job seekers with the right knowledge and skills to increase their chances of obtaining employment in their field of expertise.

Topics include: overview of the Australian employment market, Australian recruitment and selection practices, strategies for accessing the hidden job market, work experience and volunteer work, social and professional networking strategies, CVs, selection criteria and job applications, job interviews and selection tests, Australian work environment and culture and the Australian education and training system.

The program is free of charge and it will be held at 10am to 4.30pm on Thursday 28th and Friday 29th July at the South Eastern Region Migrant Resource Centre, Level 1, 314 Thomas Street, Dandenong.  Applicants who successfully complete the program will be issued a Certificate of Participation.  Free all day parking is available at Dandenong Plaza.

For bookings, call the MRC Employment and Training Service on 9706 8933.

(          (          (
Given the Chance: Refugee Employment and Education Pathways

The Ecumenical Migration Centre (EMC) is inviting referrals of refugees particularly those from Afghanistan, Burma, Congo/Angola/Liberia/ Sierra Leone, Iraq, Sudan and the Horn of Africa to participate in an Intensive Work Preparation Course.  

The program for the course offers full-time and part-time participation and covers employment skills training to refugees, matching with professional mentors or tutors, supported work experience (4 weeks or more) and employment advocacy and long-term support.

The course, which is Centrelink approved for registered job seekers, starts on Tuesday 19th July and continues until October 2005.  The course will be held at EMC, 95-97 Brunswick Street, Fitzroy. 

For further information contact EMC on 9416 0044 or Email Jill Carr jcarr@bsl.org.au or Pretam Kaur pkaur@bsl.org.au.

ESL CLASSES

Kew Neighbourhood House

Kew Neighbourhood House provide ESL classes from beginners through to more advanced students focusing on improving conversation skills across a range of contexts in a small friendly group. 

Participants will learn more about Australian expressions and customs with an opportunity to complete modules from the Certificate(s) in English as a Second Language. 

Classes will be held on Thursdays 9.30am to12.30pm for ESL (entry), Mondays 9.30am to12.30pm for ESL 1, Thursdays 9.30am to12.30pm for ESL 2, Mondays 9.30am to12.30pm for ESL 3, Wednesdays 9.30am to 12.30pm for ESL Literacy and Fridays 9.30am to 12pm for Conversation Fun (entry/1) and Tuesdays 9.30am to 12pm for Conversation Fun (2/3).

For enrolments phone Robin on 9853 3126.  Enrolments are taken throughout the year.  All classes are funded by Adult Community and Further Education.

(          (          (
English Language Classes in Canterbury

Classes to improve conversation skills in English will be held at the Canterbury Neighbourhood Centre on Fridays at 9.30am to 12pm at Canterbury Neighbourhood Centre, 171 Canterbury Roadd Canterbury 3126.  The class is suitable for intermediate and above students. 

For further information or enrolments contact Deb Austin on 9830 4214. 

VOLUNTEERS

Boroondara Volunteer Resource Centre

The Boroondara Volunteer Resource Centre (BVRC) provides information and referral services to assist people to find volunteer work in a diverse range of fields.

Approximately one-quarter of the prospective volunteers the BVRC interviews come from culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD) backgrounds, who often ask about volunteer opportunities available within their own CALD communities or which require skills in languages other than English.  Currently the BVRC has a small number of such opportunities available for volunteers from CALD backgrounds listed on their database. 

To be able to provide a greater number of opportunities for CALD volunteers the Boroondara Resource Centre is requesting that organisations consider the ways in which a meaningful volunteer position can be offered within their agency.  Not-for-profit organisations in the eastern region that may have opportunities for volunteers from diverse backgrounds and an adequate insurance to cover their activities, can register with the Boroondara Volunteer Resource Centre. 

Please contact the BVRC on 9882 5860 or via email at bvrc@boroondara.vic.gov.au. 

(          (          (
Monash Volunteer Resource Centre training

Introduction to Volunteer Training: A session is held on the second Tuesday of every month at 9.30am to 11.30am  (Remaining sessions in 2005 will be held on 12th July, 9th August, 13th September, 11th October, 8th November, 13th December.)

New Information Sessions: Monash Volunteer Resource Centre will be conducting Information Sessions on the fourth Tuesday of each month for Centrelink Customers from 10am to 11am (26th July, 23rd August, 27th September, 25th October and 22nd November).

Workshops 2005:

Forthcoming workshops at 9.30am to 11.30am:

Confidentiality and Volunteering - Wednesday 27th July 2005

The Effects of Stroke and Life after Acquired Brain Injury - Wednesday 31st August 2005

Volunteering and Cultural Diversity - Wednesday 28th September 2005

Disability Services in the City of Monash - Wednesday 26th October 2005

Transport and Transfers with Client Aids - Wednesday 30th November 2005

Bookings (9562 0414) are essential for all training and workshops, which are held at 5 Myrtle St., Glen Waverley.  Participants are asked to arrive 15 minutes prior, as latecomers will not be admitted.  Participants also need to take note of the parking restrictions – 2 hour and 4 hour parking is available in designated areas.

(          (          (
Volunteer Alliance

Volunteer Alliance would like to recruit new volunteers to support people in the community.  Volunteering provides opportunities to bring about change, meet new people, develop skills and feel good.

Volunteer Alliance recruits and trains volunteers for four community organisations around Ashburton and North Balwyn.  People who can commit regularly just a few hours a month are required as volunteers.  There is a huge choice of roles including driving frail aged people in agency cars or buses, gardening, art tutoring, kitchen assistance, wood working or tutoring, just to name a few.  Free training opportunities are available to all Volunteer Alliance volunteers.

For further information, contact Georgia Cheal on phone 9885 3815, Fax: 9885 1239 or Email volunteeralliance@ashburtonsupportservices.com. 
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