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Chin Women’s Group

The Chin women’s group provides opportunities for English conversation, information sessions to increase community understanding of services and Australian culture as well as an opportunity for social and recreational activities for women and children.

In Term 3 2007, speakers are invited to the group to talk about:
· Consumer Affairs services and information about consumer rights, 
· Centrelink services, 
· Parenting young children, and 
· Divorce in Australia and the role of Family Relationship Centres.  
The group will meet in Term 3 2007 at 1.30pm to 3pm from Tuesday 24th July 2007 to 18th September 2007 at the Croydon Uniting Church, 6 Tallent Street (corner of Croydon Road and Tallent Street), Croydon.

For further information, please contact Judy McDougall or Chan Thang (Mondays and Tuesdays) on phone 9285 4888 or Email jmcdougall@miceastmelb.com.au.  

(          (          (
Disability Awareness Training

The Migrant Information Centre in partnership with Scope and the Department of Human Services is facilitating training sessions for workers who provide services to people from culturally and linguistically diverse communities.

The objectives of the program are to:
· Ensure that workers feel confident when communicating with people who have varying disabilities

· Provide workers with tips and techniques to effectively communicate with people with disabilities on all levels

Major themes include:
· Promoting an understanding of issues surrounding disability

· Encouraging participants to focus on the individual, not the disability

· Developing confidence interacting with people who have a disability

· Facts, fears and myths about disability

· Living with a disability

· Key elements to good communication

· Appropriate terminology and language

· Policy and governance (Disability Discrimination Act 1992)

Scope utilises a co-facilitation approach, which incorporates a presenter with physical and multiple disabilities alongside a Scope Victoria staff member.  This combination helps to heighten awareness while allowing for practical application of communication strategies and customer service techniques.

Two training sessions will be held.
	Date
	Time
	Venue

	Monday 
16 July 2007
	10.15am to 12.15pm
	Wheelers Hill Library, 860 Ferntree Gully Road, Wheelers Hill

	Tuesday 
24 July 2007
	10.00am to 12.00pm
	Room 5, Maroondah Federation Estate, 32 Greenwood Ave, Ringwood


Morning tea will be provided.

Please contact Wina Kung on 9285 4888 or email wkung@miceastmelb.com.au at the Migrant Information Centre to register.  (Maximum 20 people per session.)
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Knox Refugee and Migrant Homework Support Program

The Migrant Information Centre in partnership with Knox City Council and Eastern Regional Libraries are facilitating a homework support group for refugee and migrant youth to assist them with their studies and research as well as language difficulties.  The program provides access to tutors and computers and provides an opportunity for youth to meet other students and make friends.

The homework support group meets weekly during school terms on Wednesdays from 4pm to 6pm at the Knox Library, Knox City Shopping Centre, 425 Burwood Highway, Wantirna.

For further information, contact Liana Bonadio on phone 9285 4888 or Email lbonadio@miceastmelb.com.au. 

(          (          (
Refugee Pathways Project
Eastern Industry Education Partnership Inc in partnership with the Gateways Local Learning and Employment Network, Outer East Local Learning and Employment Network, and the Migrant Information Centre have commenced a new project for refugee young people.   

The project is designed to provide additional support to students, their parents and teachers including developing educational and career pathways and training as well as employment outcomes for the students.
The implementation of the project will have the support of a steering group of representatives from partner agencies and refugee communities.
For further information please contact Marla Larrave at the Migrant Information Centre on 9285 4888 or Email mlarrave@miceastmelb.com.au. 

(          (          (
Southern Sudanese Women’s Group

The Southern Sudanese Women’s Group will meet in Term 3 from Wednesday 25th July to19th September 2007.  The group will meet at 5.30pm to 8pm at the Migrant Information Centre, Suite 2/27 Bank Street, Box Hill.  The focus of the group in Term 3 will be Australian Citizenship, migration, women’s health, Centrelink services and policies in relation to mothers and finding a job.
For further information, please contact Ngadang Dei Wal on Tuesdays and Wednesdays or Judy McDougall on phone 9285 4888 or Email ndeiwal@miceastmelb.com.au or jmcdougall@miceastmelb.com.au.
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Multicultural Equity and Access Program – 
Understanding People from CALD Backgrounds August to October 2007
	Topics
	Date
	Time
	Venue

	Tips on Cultural Planning and Implementation

Presenter:

Wina Kung and Niquita Meyers

MIC
	Thursday
16 August 2007
(Suitable for HACC funded organisations)
	9.30am to 12.00pm 
	Whitehorse Room, Box Hill Town Hall, Whitehorse Road, Box Hill.

	Understanding Cultures for people from former Yugoslavia

Presenter:

Slavia Ilich & Mirjana Piljic

Victorian Multi Ethnic Slavic Welfare Asso.  
	Tuesday
18 September 2007
	9.30am to 11.30am 
	Heide Room, Manningham Function Centre, 699 Doncaster Road, Doncaster

	South Sudanese Culture
Presenter:

Nyadang Dei Wal

MIC
	Tuesday

25 September
2007
	9.30am to 12.00pm 
	Heide Room, Manningham Function Centre, 699 Doncaster Road, Doncaster

	Muslim Culture

Presenter:

Safieh Loulagar

MIC  
	Friday
12 October 2007
	9.30am to 11.30am 
	Whitehorse Room, Box Hill Town Hall, Whitehorse Road, Box Hill.


All Cultural training sessions will cover local demographics, customs and beliefs, health issues, attitude towards older people and aged care, and barriers in accessing services.  

To obtain registration forms or for further information, please contact Wina Kung or Niquita Myers on phone 9285 4888 or Email wkung@miceastmelb.com.au or nmeyers@miceastmelb.com.au. 

COURSES

Foundation House Training Modules July to November 2007

Foundation House is facilitating training modules from July to November 2007.  The sessions will be held at two venues in Brunswick and Noble Park - Foundation House, 6 Gardiner Street, Brunswick and the Paddy O’Donaghue Centre, 18-32 Buckley Street, Noble Park.

The training modules include:
Module 1 - Orientation to the Refugee Experience and Introduction to the Foundation House Framework
This training session is suitable for anyone working with refugee survivors of torture and trauma, and a prerequisite for those wishing to do a Foundation House specialist course.
The session will be held at Noble Park on Friday 3rd August 2007 and at Brunswick on Thursday 11th October 2007 at 9.30am to 4.30pm.  The cost is $132 and a light lunch will be included.

Module 2 - Course for ‘Incidental’ Counsellors: Skills for Working with Refugee Survivors
Completion of the Orientation and Introduction course or an equivalent is a prerequisite for this two-day course which will be held at Noble Park on Fridays 24th & 31st August at 9.30am to 4.30pm.  The cost is $198 and a light lunch is included for both days.
This course is suitable for people who are currently working with refugees in settlement, youth work, housing, employment, welfare, health, community services, or education.
Module 3 - Course for Counsellors: Skills for Working with Refugee Survivors in Counselling Practice
Completion of the Orientation and Introduction course or an equivalent is a prerequisite for this two-day course which will be held at Brunswick on Thursdays 25th October & 1st November at 9.30am to 4.30pm.  The cost is $198 and a light lunch will be provided for both days.
This course is suitable for people who are currently working with refugee survivors in a counselling capacity including psychologists, social workers, counsellors, domestic violence and drug and alcohol workers.
Module 4 - Professional Development for Schools
All workshops will be held at 4.15pm to 6.30pm.  Afternoon tea will be provided on arrival.  These workshops are free of charge.
Workshop A - Exploring the Refugee Experience and Goals for Recovery
This workshop will be held in Brunswick on Wednesday 1st August and Noble Park on Wednesday 20th June 2007.
This workshop is a perquisite for attendance at other professional development workshops for schools.
Workshop B - Understanding the Whole School Approach to Supporting Students with Refugee Backgrounds
This workshop will be held at Noble Park on Wednesday 25th July 2007.
Workshop C - Classroom Strategies to Support Individuals with a Refugee Background
This workshop will be held at Noble Park on Wednesday 29th August 2007.
Workshop D - Hot Tips for CALD Classrooms
This workshop will be held in Brunswick on Wednesday 22nd August and Noble Park on Wednesday 10th October 2007.
Workshop E - Parent/Guardian Involvement 
This workshop will be held in Brunswick on Wednesday 12th September and Noble Park on Wednesday 31st October 2007.
Workshop F - Post Compulsory Years
This workshop will be held in Brunswick on Wednesday 24th October 2007.
Module 5 - Working within Your Refugee Community
This module is a one day course that will be held at Brunswick on Thursday 18th October at 9.30am to 4.30pm.  The cost is $132 for organisations.  Some free places are available for individuals.  A light lunch is included. 

For more details and to register go to http://www.foundationhouse.org.au and download the Training Calendar and Registration Form.
CROSS CULTURAL AWARENESS

My Dress My Image My Choice
Eve Consulting in partnership with the City of Boroondara and the Boroondara Interfaith Network are holding a women’s only event to showcase Muslim fashion, share food and to have the opportunity to meet Australian Muslim women.
The event will be held at 11am to 2.30pm on Tuesday 31st July at the Hawthorn Town Hall, 360 Burwood Road, Hawthorn.  The cost is $20.  Bookings are essential.

Women who have special dietary requirements, attendant care needs or require an interpreter or sign language interpreter should call 9278 4751.
For bookings or further information, telephone 9278 4751 or Email traci.alchin@boroondara.vic.gov.au. 

DISABILITY

Oasis Chinese Group

The Kew Neighbourhood House facilitates the Oasis Chinese group which provides an opportunity for Chinese speaking people with a disability and their carers to connect with others through recreational, social and support activities.
The group, which meets on Tuesdays from 11am to 2pm, provides a time to come together and chat about life experiences, find out about other activities and services in the community, and do things together. 

Activities and speakers are organized around the interests of the group and include monthly outings.  A simple meal is provided and attendance is free of charge.
For further information contact Helen Lin, the bilingual worker on 9853 3126.

(          (          (
Ability @ Work
Ability @ Work is facilitated at the Kew Neighbourhood House.  Ability @ Work is a program that offers work placement and volunteer opportunities for people of varying abilities.

The group meets on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9am to 4pm.  Attendance is free of charge.
For further information contact Lisa Kendall on 9853 3126.

EMPLOYMENT

Employment and Skilled Migrants Information Session
As part of the employment grants program, the Department of Victoria Communities in partnership with the Overseas Qualifications Unit will be presenting an information session where three employers will be presenting and sharing their views and experiences recruiting skilled migrants.
The session will be held at 10am to 2.30pm on Friday, 6th July 2007 at Mezzanine Level, Room 7-8, 1 Spring Street, Melbourne.  
Tea and coffee will be provided and lunch will be served at 12pm.
Places are limited so please register your attendance by calling Inaam on 9208 3324 or Email inaam.barakat@dvc.vic.gov.au.
ESL

Kew Neighbourhood House

The Kew Neighbourhood House provides ESL classes to improve speaking, listening, reading and writing skills.  There is an opportunity to complete modules from 21497VIC Certificates I and 214978VIC Certificates II in English as a Second Language (Access) and Certificate III in English as a Second Language (Employment). 

The course timetable is:

ESL 1 (Access): Thursdays 9.30am to 12.30pm

ESL 2 (Access): Mondays 9.30am to 12.30pm

ESL 3 (Employment): Wednesdays 9.30am to 12.30pm

ESL 2/3 Conversation: Tuesdays 9.30am to 11.30am

For further information or to enrol contact Robin or Avril on 9853 3126 to arrange an interview.

HEALTH

Cancer Information Multilingual Website
The Cancer Council Victoria has established a multilingual website that provides information about cancer in 16 languages.  Topics include diagnosis, support, treatment and prevention.  This information can be obtained by accessing www.cancervic.org/multilingual.
A Cancer Council Helpline is also available by calling 131120 to talk about cancer or to obtain written information.  Languages include Arabic, Bosnian, Cantonese, Croatian, English, Filipino, Greek, Italian, Khmer, Mandarin, Macedonian, Polish, Russian, Serbian, Somali, Spanish, Tigrinya, Turkish and Vietnamese.
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Cue Cards for Health Workers
'Cue Cards' is a new communication resource that illustrates over 200 commonly used words in the health/community services sector.  These cards are great for clients who have English language difficulties, cognitive and/or vision or speech impairment.  Workers will no longer need to resort to charades or drawing pictures for new clients.  The cards are free of charge and they come in 33 different languages.
For your free copies, log into www.easternhealth.org.au  and click on 'Cue Cards'.
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Diversity in Action – Women’s Health Sessions
The Craig Family Centre is holding women’s only swimming lessons and safety in water and strength training fitness and exercise which includes weight training, treadmills, bikes and rowers.

The remaining sessions will be held on the 21st July, 25th August, 10th and 24th November and 8th December between 8pm and 10pm at the YMCA Ashburton Pool and Recreation Centre.  The cost is $5.00 per person or $15.00 per family (5 people).

For further details please contact Yvonne Kyriakos at the Craig Family Centre on 9885 7789 or Email craig.cd@craigfc.org.au. 

(          (          (
Kew Neighbourhood House Fitness and Wellbeing
Kew Neighbourhood House arranges a monthly bike riding group that explores the Yarra bike paths.  Rides in the past have included CERES, Studley Park and Port Melbourne.  People must bring a bike, drinking water, snacks, helmet and wet weather gear.

The riding group meets on the second Wednesday of the month during school terms from 10.30am to 2.30pm.  This is a free activity.

In addition, health promotion lunches are an ideal opportunity to come together for lunch to hear a guest speaker discuss topics of interest on health and wellbeing.  These lunches are held on the last Wednesday of every month at the Kew Neighbourhood House from 12noon to 2pm.  There is $5 donation entry fee.

For further information contact Jasmine Powell on telephone 9853 3126 or Email kewnh@netspace.net.au.
(          (          ( 

Mental Health First Aid for CALD Communities
As part of the Victorian Transcultural Psychiatry Unit (VSPU) Seminar and Case Presentation Series, Len Kanowski, Deputy Director Mental Health First Aid, ORYGEN Research Centre, Department of Psychiatry, University of Melbourne will present on development of versions of the Mental Health First Aid course for Vietnamese, Croatian and Italian Australians.
Mental Health First Aid is a 12-hour training course for members of the public in how to give initial help to someone developing a mental disorder or in a mental health crisis situation.
Following the seminar, a transcultural case will be presented for clinicians only by Dr Justin Kuay, Psychiatric Registrar, St Vincent's Hospital. 
The public seminar will be held on Wednesday 25th July at 3pm to 4pm and the Transcultural Case Study for clinicians from 4pm to 5pm.  The VTPU Seminar Series is free of charge.  
The session will be held at the VTPU, Level 2, Bolte Wing, St Vincent's Hospital, 14 Nicholson St. Fitzroy.  Numbers are strictly limited, so people are urged to book early.
For bookings, contact the VTPU web site on www.vtpu.org.au.

(          (          ( 

National Cervical Cancer Vaccination Program
Cultural Perspectives has been engaged by the federal Department of Health and Ageing to undertake the NESB public information and communication campaign for the National HPV Vaccination program.

A note from the Department and important language information about the program is available for distribution within CALD communities.

For further information or copies of the information, please contact Faye Spiteri, Practice Manager Cultural Perspectives, Level 10, 644 Chapel Street, South Yarra on phone 9289 9577, fax 9827 9777, mobile 0413 657 956 or Email faye@culper.com.au.
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Working Together with Alcohol and Drug Issues in CALD Communities
Turning Point have been contracted by Drugs Policy and Services Branch, DHS to undertake a two-year training project aimed at increasing the knowledge and skills within the Alcohol and Other Drugs (AOD) sector and culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD) communities to increase their capacity to work together and respond to the AOD needs of those from a CALD background. 

The project has the following aims to increase AOD knowledge and skills of key members within CALD communities to better equip them to deal with the AOD issues within their community and to increase the understanding of AOD workers and agencies in relation to improving access to members of CALD communities.

The approach taken will involve representatives from both groups being trained in a shared environment to facilitate the development of stronger networks and a better understanding of the complexities involved.  A series of two-day courses will be developed and offered in three locations.  The course will be co-facilitated by experienced staff from Turning Point and the Multicultural Centre for Women’s Health.  Partnering/mentoring opportunities will be sought where CALD workers can maintain networks and support contacts within local AOD agencies beyond the duration of the course. 
Recruitment of participants will focus on AOD workers with special interest in this area and with CALD workers and community members who are well placed within their community to disseminate AOD content and improve linkages.  A half day forum will also be organised later in the year.

Details of course content are:
	Day One
	Day Two

	Overview of drug use in Australia

Cultural context of drug use

Drug effects

Stages of change

Harm minimisation in CALD communities
	AOD services

Referring to the AOD service system

Working with interpreters

A CALD audit for AOD services

Improving policies and practices


The courses will be held from 9.30am to 4.30pm on 24th and 31st July at the Comfort Inn, 124-126 Princes Highway, Dandenong telephone 9706 8611; 9.30 to 4.30pm on the 7th and 14th August at the Training Room, Moreland Hall, 26 Jessie Street, Moreland, telephone 9386 2876; and, from 9.30am to 4.30pm on the 12th and 19th September at West Footscray Neighbourhood House, 539 Barkly Street, West Footscray, telephone 9687 3345.

For bookings or further information, contact Phoebe Spry-Bailey on 8413 8708 or Email phoebes@turningpoint.org.au.
INTERFAITH EVENT

An Art Exhibition Celebrating One People, Many Faiths

The Boroondara Interfaith Network’s aim is to endorse a recognition of and dialogue between the many faith communities that are present in the City of Boroondara.  It aims to promote understanding and harmony between people of different faiths.
The Network is holding its inaugural art exhibition at the Augustine Centre between 10th September and 30th September 2007.  Common to all faiths and cultures, the artistic expression of belief is also a way of celebrating and embracing the similarities and diversities within the faith communities of Boroondara. 

Entries are invited for consideration and may be in any medium, limited to 2 per artist, with a maximum width of 1.5 metres.  Multi-media and 3D entries are welcome. Entries close on Monday 23rd July 2007.
There will be two categories, one for schools and one for individuals.  Entrants must reside, work or attend an organisation within Boroondara.

A limit of 2 entries can be submitted per artist. The entry fee is $25 for one entry, $30 for two entries.  This is a selected exhibition.  Notification of successful entry will be sent by Monday 30th July 2007.

For more information and to obtain an entry form contact Sarah Ricketts on phone 9809 4889 or Email bin_queries@internode.on.net. 
REFUGEES

Festival of Refugees
The Christian World Service, Victoria Council of Churches in partnership with the City of Whitehorse are hosting a Festival of Refugees.  The Guest of Honour will be His Excellency the Governor of Victoria Professor David de Kretser A.C..  The program will include singing and dancing by groups from the Sudan, Burma, Vietnam, Congo and more including a guest performance from Kavisha Mazella.  Middle Eastern and West African food will be provided for lunch.

The event will be held from 11am to 3pm on Saturday 25th August 2007 at the Box Hill Town Hall, 1022 Whitehorse Road, Box Hill.  Admission is free but donations would be welcome.  Bookings are essential.
For bookings or further information please contact Visier or Glenys on 9650 4511 or Email vcc@vcc.org.au or contact Leonie on 9262 6101 or mobile 0438 581 019 or Email Leonie.Boyle@whitehorse.vic.gov.au. 
VOLUNTEERS

Eastern Volunteer Resource Centre

Training

Training and Workshops for 2007 are free and commence at 9.30am.  Training sessions finish at 11.30am and Workshops finish at 12.30pm.  If you are interested in any of the following, please ring 9879 7822 for details and bookings.
Introduction to Volunteer Training:
Sessions will be held on Tuesdays 24th July, 23rd August, 25th September, 23rd October and 27th November.
Workshops:
Placing CALD Volunteers, Tuesday 10th July, presented by Migrant Information Centre.
Strategies for Tackling Challenging Behaviour, Tuesday 14th August, presented by Janet Myers-Creed.
COTA – Volunteering as an Activity, Tuesday 11th September, Presented by COTA.
Occupational Health & Safety for Managers of Volunteers, Tuesday 9th October, presented by Robyn Rourke.
Working with Children and Disabilities, Tuesday 13th November, presented by Janet Myers-Creed. 
For further information please contact Teresa Odonnell, Recruitment Co-ordinator on 9870 7822.

(          (          (
Monash Volunteer Resource Centre

Chinese Worker – CALD Capacity Building Project

Kitty Li, MVRC’s Chinese project worker has been employed part time with funds received from City of Monash Communtiy Grants 2006.

She will be responsible for recruiting and training volunteers to facilitate Chinese groups within the local community.  Kitty will also assist with the dissemination of knowledge about mainstream organisations and assistance available to Chinese speaking people residing in the City of Monash.  

For further information please contact Monash Volunteer Resource Centre on phone 9562 0414. 

TRAINING AND WORKSHOPS 2007

Introduction to Volunteer Training 2007

Sessions will be held on the second Tuesday of each month at 9.30am to 11.30am on 10th July, 14th August, 11th September, 9th October, 13th November and 11th December.

Workshops for Community Service Organisations

Publicity and Writing Press Releases, Wednesday 11th July, 10am to 12pm - Facilitator: Jane Johnson

How to manage your Volunteer Program, Wednesday 8th August, 10am to 12pm - Facilitator: Jane Johnson

Taking Care of Yourself, Wednesday 31st October, 9.30am to 11.30am - Facilitator: Janet Myers-Creed

Guardian and Administrative Services, Wednesday 21st November, 9.30am to 11.30am – Facilitator: Janet Myers-Creed

Workshops 

Behavioral Management, Wednesday 18th July - Facilitator: Janet Myers-Creed.

Communication Skills and Conflict Resolution, Wednesday 29th August - Facilitator: Janet Myers-Creed.

Elder Abuse, Wednesday 26th September - Facilitator: Janet Myers-Creed.

Transport and Transfers with Client Aids, (1.30pm to 3.30pm) Wednesday 31st October - Facilitator: Sue Bower.

Guardian and Administrative Services, Wednesday 21st November - Facilitator: Janet Myers-Creed.

Centrelink Information Sessions:

Sessions are held for Centrelink Customers on the fourth Tuesday of each month from 10am to 11am 24th July, 28th August, 25th September, 23rd October and 27th November.

All sessions are free of charge and bookings are essential.  Dates and venues are subject to confirmation.  Please arrive 15 minutes prior, as late arrivals will not be admitted.  If you are interested in attending training and workshops please contact: Monash Volunteer Resource Centre on phone 9562 0414, Fax: 9562 0411 or Email: mvrc@iinet.net.au.

Street parking is limited to 2 hours.  Four hour parking is available across the road and at Centrelink, which is located in Bogong Ave.  Participants are asked not to park on the premises of Monash Volunteer Resource Centre.

YOUTH AND FAMILY SUPPORT

Doncare Family Services 
Doncare operates a Chinese Family Playgroup for Mandarin and Cantonese speaking families residing in the City of Manningham.  It is held at the Pilgrim Uniting Church, 26 Westfield Drive Doncaster.  
The group is on Thursday mornings from 10.30am to 12pm during school terms.  It costs $35.00 per term per family.  Families need to bring a healthy snack and drink for their child. 

If you would like to attend the playgroup please book by telephoning Angel Shea on 9841 4215.
(          (          (
Unpacking the Suitcase – Maintaining the Wellbeing of Newly Arrived Young People Youth Conference
The South Eastern Region Migrant Resource Centre in partnership with other agencies is holding a youth conference.  The conference includes keynote addresses, case studies and presentations and workshops that will showcase best practice models for supporting refugee youth.  

The 2-day conference will be held at AMES Noble Park, 60 Douglas Street, Noble Park on the 12th and 13th July 2007.  For further information or bookings please contact Nancy Badr on 9706 893 or Email conference@sermrc.org.au. 

(          (          (
Workshops for VCE Students

Youth Connextions and Whitehorse Manningham Regional Library Corporation are holding study workshops for VCE students from CALD backgrounds.  The sessions will be held fortnightly at the Box Hill Library,1040 Whitehorse Road, Box Hill from 4pm to 6pm.

Remaining topics are:

5th July


VCE English preparation 1

19th July

Preparing for math exams

2nd August

VCE English preparation 2

16th August

SAC and exam preparation

30th August

VTAC/Enter Score and SEAS

13th September
Preparing for exams

27th September
Life long learning

11th October

TAFE and other options

25th October

Career pathways and advice

To register call the Box Hill Library on 9890 1002.  For further information contact Natalia at Youth Connextions on 9898 9340 or text 0400 062 984.
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