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MIC NEWS

(  (  (  MIC Fundraising Event – Trivia Night  (  (  (
The Migrant Information Centre held its inaugural Trivia Night on Saturday 12th May 2007, the major fundraising event for the year to raise money for the Settlement Support Fund.  It was a great event with almost 200 people attending and $3700 raised for the Settlement Support Fund.  

Highlights were performances by the Manningham Children’s Choir and Karen Dance Group as well as cultural displays from China, Iran, Karen State, Sri Lanka, and Sudan.  Competition between tables was close with the final round seeing a draw between “Iraq” and “South Africa”.  The draw was settled by a round of rock, paper, scissors and the winning table – IRAQ – was declared.

The Trivia Night owes its success to the great support given through donations of prizes and auction items from businesses and individuals as well as those who organised tables to attend the evening.  Special thanks to Kate Wilde for a terrific job as Quizmaster and the City of Whitehorse for providing the fantastic venue, including set up and clean up.  A list of organisations and businesses that made donations follows.  Please support these businesses as a way of saying thank you from the MIC.
The Migrant Information Centre would like to thank the following businesses, organisations and individuals for their generous donations to our Trivia Night Fundraiser:
	AMF Bowling – Forest Hill
	Oriental Merchant PTY LTD- Your Asian Food specialist
	Domaine Chandon

	Australian Football League
	Body Bronze - Camberwell
	Dymocks Books - Elsternwick

	Aqualink –Box Hill
	Boost Juice Bars
	Essendon Football Club



	Bennet’s Canterbury Quality Butchery
	Bunnings Warehouse – Box Hill
	Geppetto Trattoria –East Melbourne

	City of Whitehorse
	Chesterfield Farm
	Kate Wilde – The Workshop

	Croydon Rotary Club
	Di Palma's Restaurant- East Kew
	ReadyArt – Box Hill

	Clarion Hotel on Canterbury
	Rev Mark Dunn - Marriage Celebrant
	Puffing Billy – Belgrave

	Cutters His & Hers Hairdressing, Glen Waverley
	Shiatsu Harmony – Nathan Fothergill
	Sovereign Hill Ballarat

	Flame Greek Tavern- Surrey Hills
	Striker Bowling Bar -Melbourne
	The Good Guys - Ringwood

	Glencoe Restaurant –Balwyn North
	Trendz Hair Studio – Nunawading
	


(          (          (
(          (          (
Chin Women’s Group
The Chin women’s group provides opportunities for English conversation, information sessions to increase community understanding of services and Australian culture as well as an opportunity for social and recreational activities for women and children.

In Term 2 2007, the group will include speakers who will talk about
· Family Law, the role of the Police, 
· Eastern Victims Assistance and Counselling Program, 
· Australian Citizenship requirements and 
· Health issues such as prevention of rubella during pregnancy.  The group will meet in Term 2 2007 at 1.30pm to 3pm from Tuesday 24th April 2007 to 26th June 2007 at the Croydon Uniting Church, 6 Tallent Street (corner of Croydon Road and Tallent Street), Croydon.

For further information, please contact Judy McDougall on phone 9285 4888 or Email jmcdougall@miceastmelb.com.au.  

(          (          (
EMR HACC Access and Support Pilot Project

The Access and Support Pilot Project is a joint initiative between the Department of Human Services, Migrant Information Centre and Inner East Primary Care Partnership.  Other key stakeholders are the Cities of Manningham, Monash and Whitehorse and the Australian Greek Welfare Society, Chinese Community Social Services Centre Incorporated, Co. As. It. And Fronditha Care.

The purpose of the project is to develop and pilot a model for providing Access and Support services to CALD HACC clients.  The first phase of the project commenced in November with the development of an Access and Support model.  The second phase of the project commenced in April to pilot the model developed.  

The key to this model is the Access and Support Worker role.  This role provides support to Council and CALD clients by facilitating communication and cultural understanding.  Each ethno-specific agency has an Access and Support Worker that can assist 2 or 3 clients during the pilot phase.  

The project is specifically targeting the Chinese, Greek and Italian communities but clients from smaller communities in the three local government areas may also be eligible.  Prospective clients may be referred to the ethno-specific agencies involved or to the relevant Council.  The project will be evaluated by an external evaluator in July with the final report due in August 2007.

For further information, contact Sharon Porteous on phone on 9285 4888 or Email sporteous@miceastmelb.com.au. 

(          (          (
Knox Refugee and Migrant Homework Support Program

The Migrant Information Centre in partnership with Knox City Council and Eastern Regional Libraries are facilitating a homework support group for refugee and migrant youth to assist them with their studies and research as well as language difficulties.  The program provides access to tutors and computers and provides an opportunity for youth to meet other students and make friends.

The homework support group meets weekly during school terms on Wednesdays from 4pm to 6pm at the Knox Library, Knox City Shopping Centre, 425 Burwood Highway, Wantirna.

For further information, contact Liana Bonadio on phone 9285 4888 or Email lbonadio@miceastmelb.com.au. 

(          (          (
Multicultural Equity and Access Program – 
Understanding People from CALD Backgrounds February to June 2007 Program

	Topics
	Date
	Time
	Venue

	South Sudanese Culture

Presenter:

Nyadang Dei Wal
	Wednesday

30 May 2007
	9:30am to

12:00pm
	Whitehorse Room, Box Hill Town Hall, Whitehorse Road, Box Hill.


All Cultural training sessions will cover local demographics, customs and beliefs, health issues, attitude towards older people and aged care, and barriers in accessing services.  

To obtain registration forms or for further information, please contact Wina Kung on 9285 4888 or Email wkung@miceastmelb.com.au. 

(          (          (
Parenting Course for Chinese Families in the City of Manningham

The Migrant Information Centre in partnership with Connections will facilitate a four-week parenting program for Chinese families residing in the City of Manningham.  The program will include sessions on the physical and psychological development of adolescents, developing positive relationships with teenagers including effective communication, discipline of teenagers and managing negative/risk behaviour.  

The sessions will be held on the 25th May, 1st, 8th and 15th June 2007 from 10am to 12pm at the Group Room, Manningham Community Health Centre, 1/1020 Doncaster Road, Doncaster East (corner of Doncaster and Blackburn Roads).  Parking is available in Franklin Road.  The program will be conducted in Cantonese and Mandarin and refreshments will be available.  

For further information, please contact Wanling Zhang on 9285 4888 or Email wzhang@miceastmelb.com.au.  To register ring the MIC on 9285 4888.

(          (          (
Leadership Program for Refugee Young Women

The Migrant Information Centre will facilitate an eight-week leadership skills program for young refugee women aged 17 to 21 years from Monday 23rd April until the 25th June 2007 (not including the public holiday on the 11th June 2007).  

The program will include effective communication, self esteem, team building and working within a culturally diverse community.

The group will meet at 4.30pm to 6.30pm at the Mitcham Baptist Church, 8-12 Simla Street, Mitcham.

For further information, please contact Judy McDougall on phone 9285 4888 or Email jmcdougall@miceastmelb.com.au.  

(          (          (
Refugee Pathways  

Eastern Industry Education Partnership Inc in partnership with the Gateways Local Learning and Employment Network, Outer East Local Learning and Employment Network, and the Migrant Information Centre have commenced a new project for refugee young people.   

The project is designed to provide additional support to students, their parents and teachers including developing educational and career pathways and training as well as employment outcomes for the students.
The implementation of the project will have the support of a steering group of representatives from partner agencies and refugee communities.
For further information please contact Marla Larrave at the Migrant Information Centre on 9285 4888 or Email mlarrave@miceastmelb.com.au. 

(          (          (
Southern Sudanese Women’s Group

The Southern Sudanese Women’s Group will continue to meet in Term 2 from Wednesday 18th April until the 27th June 2007.  The group meets at 6pm to 8.30pm at the East Ringwood Anglican Church Hall, 47 Patterson Street, East Ringwood.

The group are building on the skills developed as part of the leadership program facilitated in 2006 to plan an event for the wider community that increases their understanding of Sudanese culture and the contribution they can make to Australian society.
For further information, please contact Ngadang Dei Wal on Tuesdays and Wednesdays or Judy McDougall on phone 9285 4888 or Email ndeiwal@miceastmelb.com.au or jmcdougall@miceastmelb.com.au.  

(          (          (
Youth and Family Support Network

The next meeting of the Youth and Family Support Network will be held at 9.30am to 11.30am on Wednesday 16th May 2007 in Room D at the Whitehorse Hub, 27 Bank Street, Box Hill (upper level – entrance rear of Box Hill Town Hall).

The aim of the group is to increase the understanding of mainstream youth and family support services providers of the settlement experiences of people from CALD backgrounds, encourage collaborative partnerships between mainstream service providers and the Migrant Information Centre FACSIA funded programs and provide professional development opportunities.
The next meeting will include progress reports on the Migrant Information Centre FACSIA funded Local Answers Program and the Humanitarian Family Relationships Counselling program as well as presentations on working with mainstream agencies from the perspective of an ethnic specific family support counsellor from Southern Sudan, the restructure of Foundation House services in the Eastern Region of Melbourne and the newly implemented Child First Program in the Outer Eastern Region.
For further information, please contact Judy McDougall on phone 9285 4888 or Email jmcdougall@miceastmelb.com.au.  

CROSS CULTURAL AWARENESS

Australian Muslims and Islam – Muslim Students
ABN: 69 136 367 085

AWORKSHOP FOR SERVICE PROVIDERS ON

ISLAM UNVEILED:

UNDERSTANDING AUSTRALIAN MUSLIMS AND ISLAM

PLUS A MOSQUE TOUR

Diversity Connect International is pleased to present a most affordable and timely workshop on Australian

Muslims and Islam plus a guided mosque tour for service providers.

This workshop is designed for service providers, who would like to advance their awareness and understanding

about Australian Muslims. It will provide essential insights to help in dealing with everyday practical issues.

The ability to understand other cultures and religions and the sensitivities associated with them is now an

essential skill for harmonious and positive relationships especially in a changing world. Diversity Connect

International plays a key role by providing professional development training which helps professionals at

hospitals, schools, clinics and other service providers acquire the necessary intercultural skills and

understanding, to succeed locally and globally.

Diversity Connect International has gained a reputation, as a leader of personalized cross cultural and religious

awareness training. We have worked in close collaboration with our clients to design and deliver courses of the

highest standards.

The program will give participants opportunities to raise and deal with issues relevant to their particular

situation. Registered participants will have the opportunity to raise their particular issues prior to the workshop

for consideration during the workshop. This is your opportunity to get involved and discuss the issues that

matter to you, including terrorism, extremism, racial and religious discrimination, media portrayal,

interfaith/intercultural dialogue and other hot topics.

This highly relevant and timely workshop is scheduled for Wednesday, 20th June 2007, 1.00 pm – 5.00 pm, at

the Islamic Council of Victoria complex, Level 1, 66 Jeffcott Street, West Melbourne, Victoria.

The registration fee is $55 (GST inclusive) and covers the mosque tour, workshop, handouts and refreshments.

Please fill in the registration form and return it with payment as per instructions.

The program includes:

Mosque tour (Islamic Council of Victoria Mosque)

Brief insight in to Islam and overview of Muslims in Australia

Common misconceptions about Islam and Muslims

Your Muslim client / customer / patient / student etc.

Discussion / Questions

The workshop and tour will be conducted by Yasser Soliman and Manar Chelebi. Two highly experienced

professionals with widely acknowledged reputations.

For more information please email us at admin@diversityconnect.com.au, or call us on Tel: (03) 9308 8303 or

Mobile: 0413 607 970.

Postal: P.O. Box 52, Somerton, 3062, Victoria. Tele / Fax: (03) 9308 8303. Mobile: 0413 607 970. Email: admin@diversityconnect.com.au

Presents

AWORKSHOP FOR SERVICE PROVIDERS ON

ISLAM UNVEILED:

UNDERSTANDING AUSTRALIAN MUSLIMS AND ISLAM

PLUS A MOSQUE TOUR

DATE & TIME:

Wednesday, 20th June 2007

1.00 pm – 5:00 pm

VENUE:

Islamic Council of Victoria

Level 1, 66 Jeffcott Street,

West Melbourne, Victoria

(Off Spencer and King Streets)

COST:

Registrations - $55 (Inc GST)

* (Inclusive of GST, covers workshop,

handouts, mosque tour, and refreshments)

RSVP:

Please return the attached registration form

by 15/06/2007 to:

Events Coordinator,

Diversity Connect International

P.O. Box 52,

Somerton, 3062, Victoria

For further information, call Mobile: 0413 607 970, or email admin@diversityconnect.com.au

AWORKSHOP FOR SERVICE PROVIDERS ON

ISLAM UNVEILED:

UNDERSTANDING AUSTRALIAN MUSLIMS AND ISLAM

PLUS A MOSQUE TOUR

WEDNESDAY, 20th JUNE 2007

Program

1.00 – 1.10 pm Registration

1.10 – 1.30 am Mosque tour (Islamic Council of Victoria Mosque)

1.30 – 2.15 pm A Brief insight and overview of Islam.

2.15 – 3.00 pm Muslims in Australia – a brief overview.

3.00 – 3.15 pm Afternoon tea

3.15 – 4.15 pm Your Muslim client / customer / patient / student etc.

4.15 – 5.00 pm Discussion/ Questions

Bio of Presenters

Yasser Soliman

The Prime Minister invited Yasser, to attend the PM Summit with the Muslim Community leaders in 2005

and resulting from that he sits on the Government’s Muslim Community Reference Group.

A commissioner with the Victorian Multicultural Commission (VMC).

Member of the Executive Committee of the Ethnic Communities Council of Victoria (ECCV).

President of the Islamic Family and Childcare Agency.

Past Member of Council of Multicultural Australia (2003 – 2006).

Member of (PACMAC) the Police and Community Multicultural Advisory Committee (2002 -2005)

In April 2005, he retired from the Islamic Council of Victoria after 5 years as president and has served as

secretary and vice president.

Manar Chelebi

Manar is a pastoral care worker for the Islamic Council of Victoria.

She is Cross-cultural trainer and consultant for Diversity Connect International.

She is the Author of ‘The Muslim Patient’ & ‘ The Muslim Student’.

Manar is the executive officer for the Australian Council for Islamic Education in Schools (ACIES)

Cross cultural awareness

AWORKSHOP FOR SERVICE PROVIDERS ON

ISLAM UNVEILED:

UNDERSTANDING AUSTRALIAN MUSLIMS AND ISLAM

PLUS A MOSQUE TOUR

At the Islamic Council of Victoria, 66 - 68 Jeffcott Street, West Melbourne (Note: No wheelchair access),

Wednesday, 20th June 2007, 1 pm – 5pm

Workshop and Tour Registration (one form per person)

Registration is only valid after payment Diversity Connect International ABN: 69 136 367 085

Title: _Mr. _Mrs. _Ms. _Other: ………………………………

Given Name ......................................................…

Surname name.........................................................

Organisation ..........................................................

POSTAL ADDRESS

P.O. Box................................................................................................

Or Street Address 1 ............................................................…………..

Street Address 2 .............................................................…………..

City ………………………..……….State……………….. Pcode……………..

Work Phone .......................................................... Work Fax .................................................................................

Home Phone .......................................................... Home Fax ................................................................................

Mobile ........................................................... E-mail.......................................................................................

Please confirm my registration by (please tick one): E-mail _ Phone _

Workshop Registration (One form per person)

Registration includes admission to all sessions and covers

mosque tour, morning tea and handouts).

Payment made by (Please

tick one)

Registration Amount

Please Register me

Cheque _

Money Order _

$55

(GST Inclusive)

Methods of Payment and Confirmation

Please make your Cheque or Money Order payable to Diversity Connect International.

For your Workshop and Mosque Tour registration, please send your Cheque or Money Order, together with this

completed registration form by the 15th June 2007 to:

` Events Coordinator,

Diversity Connect International

P.O. Box 52,

Somerton, Victoria, 3062.

HEALTH

Diversity in Action – Women’s Health Sessions
The Craig Family Centre is holding women’s only swimming lessons and safety in water and strength training fitness and exercise which includes weight training, treadmills, bikes and rowers.

The sessions will be held on the 19th May, 23rd June, 21st July, 25th August, 10th and 24th November and 8th December between 8pm and 10pm at the YMCA Ashburton Pool and Recreation Centre.  The cost is $5.00 per person or $15.00 per family (5 people).

For further details please contact Yvonne Kyriakos at the Craig Family Centre on 9885 7789 or Email craig.cd@craigfc.org.au. 

(          (          (
Introduction to Integrated Health Promotion for Ethno Specific Agencies and staff

The Centre for Culture Ethnicity and Health (CEH) is delivering a workshop for staff working in Ethno Specific Agencies.  The workshop is designed for staff with little or no knowledge of health promotion and provides participants with an introduction to Integrated Health Promotion.  

By the end of this workshop participants will be able to:

· Understand the social model of health

· Apply an Integrated Health Promotion Framework in their work

· Identify priority health issues 

· Plan a health promotion project 

The session will be held on 29th May 2007 between 9.15am and 12.30pm at the Centre for Ethnicity and Health, 81-85 Barry Street Carlton.  The cost of the program is $30.00.  Lunch will be provided.  

For more information please call CEH on 9342 9700.  Registrations close on 22nd May 2007.

(          (          ( 

VTPU Seminar “Implementing the Cultural Diversity Plan for Victoria’s Specialist Mental Health Services 2006-2010”

Representatives from the Mental Health Branch, Miriam Segon and Catherine Lavars, will provide an overview of the principles in the “Cultural Diversity Plan for Victoria’s specialist mental health services 2006-2010”.  

The speakers will outline the responsibilities of Area Mental Health Services (AMHSs), Psychiatric Disability Rehabilitation and Support Services (PDRSSs), funded organisations such as the Victorian Transcultural Psychiatry Unit (VTPU), Action on Disability within Ethnic Communities (ADEC) and the Victorian Foundation for Survivors of Torture (VFST).  
The presentation will outline the responsibilities of the Mental Health Branch in supporting the implementation of the Plan, and there will be discussion of the proposed implementation strategy.

This presentation will be followed with examples provided by speakers from the Werribee Mercy Mental Health Program and from Richmond Fellowship Victoria on initiatives that they have underway which directly address the provisions in the Plan.
The presentations will be followed by a discussion to canvass ideas and share current work being undertaken in Victoria’s specialist mental health services. 
Video conferencing will be available to interested parties in rural areas by contacting Sylvia Collinetti via Email sylvia.collinetti@svhm.org.au. 
The seminar will be held at 3pm to 5pm on Wednesday 16th May 2007 at the Education Centre 3rd Floor Healy Wing, St Vincent's Hospital, 41 Victoria Parade Fitzroy.
Please note: Registrations close on Friday 11th May.
(          (          ( 

VPTU Professional Development Series – 2007 “How to work effectively with interpreters in mental health settings”
VPTU trainers join with professional interpreters to explore the questions:

· What do I need to know to work effectively with an interpreter?

· What are the steps involved?

· How do I engage with my client with an interpreter present?

· What is my responsibility to the interpreter?

The training will take place at VPTU seminar room, 2nd floor Bolte Wing, 14 Nicholson Street, Fitzroy at 1pm to 4pm on Monday 21st May 2007. 

For further information please contact Marie Piu on phone 9288 3303 or Email marie.piu@svhm.org.au.

To register please register via http://www,vtpu.org.au/prgorams/education/reg.php.  Numbers are strictly limited. 

(          (          ( 

Workshop for Health Professionals – Muslim Patients

Diversity Connect International is facilitating a workshop: Introduction to Australian Muslims and Islam with a focus on Muslim patients.  The workshop includes a tour of a Mosque.

The workshop which costs $75 will be held on Thursday 17th May between 10am and 3pm at the Islamic Council of Victoria, 66 -68 Jeffcott Street West Melbourne.  

The workshop will be repeated on Thursday 26th June between 12pm and 5pm at the same location and Tuesday 10th July between 9am and 1pm at Hume Global Learning Centre, Pascoe Vale Road, Broadmeadows.  The costs for these courses are $75.00 and $60.00 respectively.

For further information please contact Diversity Connect International on 9308 8308 or email admin@diveristyconnect.com.au.
VOLUNTEERS

Eastern Volunteer Resource Centre

Training

Training and Workshops for 2007 are free and commence at 9.30am.  Training sessions finish at 11.30am and Workshops finish at 12.30pm.  If you are interested in any of the following, please ring 9879 7822 for details and bookings.
Introduction to Volunteer Training:
Sessions will be held on Tuesdays 29th May, 26th June, 24th July, 23rd August, 25th September, 23rd October and 27th November.
Workshops:
The Corporate Volunteer, Tuesday 5th June, presented by Volunteering Victoria.
Placing CALD Volunteers, Tuesday 10th July, presented by Migrant Information Centre.
Strategies for Tackling Challenging Behaviour, Tuesday 14th August, presented by Janet Myers-Creed.
COTA – Volunteering as an Activity, Tuesday 11th September, Presented by COTA.
Occupational Health & Safety for Managers of Volunteers, Tuesday 9th October, presented by Robyn Rourke.
Working with Children and Disabilities, Tuesday 13th November, presented by Janet Myers-Creed. 
For further information please contact Teresa Odonnell, Recruitment Co-ordinator on 9870 7822.

(          (          (
Monash Volunteer Resource Centre

Chinese Worker – CALD Capacity Building Project

Kitty Li, MVRC’s Chinese project worker has been employed part time with funds received from City of Monash Communtiy Grants 2006.

She will be responsible for recruiting and training volunteers to facilitate Chinese groups within the local community.  Kitty will also assist with the dissemination of knowledge about mainstream organisations and assistance available to Chinese speaking people residing in the City of Monash.  

For further information please contact Monash Volunteer Resource Centre on phone 9562 0414. 

TRAINING AND WORKSHOPS 2007

Introduction to Volunteer Training 2007

Sessions will be held on the second Tuesday of each month at 9.30am to 11.30am on 12th June, 10th July, 14th August, 11th September, 9th October, 13th November and 11th December.

Workshops for Community Service Organisations

Submission Writing, Wednesday 13th June, 10am to 12pm - Facilitator: Jane Johnson  

Publicity and Writing Press Releases, Wednesday 11th July, 10am to 12pm - Facilitator: Jane Johnson

How to manage your Volunteer Program, Wednesday 8th August, 10am to 12pm - Facilitator: Jane Johnson

Taking Care of Yourself, Wednesday 31st October, 9.30am to 11.30am - Facilitator: Janet Myers-Creed

Guardian and Administrative Services, Wednesday 21st November, 9.30am to 11.30am – Facilitator: Janet Myers-Creed

Workshops 

Grief and Loss, Wednesday 30th May - Facilitator: Susanne Baxandall.

Communicating with People with a Disability, Wednesday 27th June - Facilitator: Janet Myers-Creed.

Behavioral Management, Wednesday 18th July - Facilitator: Janet Myers-Creed.

Communication Skills and Conflict Resolution, Wednesday 29th August - Facilitator: Janet Myers-Creed.

Elder Abuse, Wednesday 26th September - Facilitator: Janet Myers-Creed.

Transport and Transfers with Client Aids, (1.30pm to 3.30pm) Wednesday 31st October - Facilitator: Sue Bower.

Guardian and Administrative Services, Wednesday 21st November - Facilitator: Janet Myers-Creed.

Centrelink Information Sessions:

Sessions are held for Centrelink Customers on the fourth Tuesday of each month from 10am to 11am, 22nd May, 26th June, 24th July, 28th August, 25th September, 23rd October and 27th November.

All sessions are free of charge and bookings are essential.  Dates and venues are subject to confirmation.  Please arrive 15 minutes prior, as late arrivals will not be admitted.  If you are interested in attending training and workshops please contact: Monash Volunteer Resource Centre on phone 9562 0414, Fax: 9562 0411 or Email: mvrc@iinet.net.au.

Street parking is limited to 2 hours.  Four hour parking is available across the road and at Centrelink, which is located in Bogong Ave.  Participants are asked not to park on the premises of Monash Volunteer Resource Centre.

(          (          (
Calling on volunteers for the Multicultural Arts Victoria 

Multicultural Arts Victoria is seeking volunteers for the 2007 Emerge Festival.
The Emerge festival is a celebration of emerging cultures within Australia and celebrates with live, music, dance, drama and intimate storytelling. The festival will take place on the 14th, 17th, 28th, 29th, 30th June.

The Multicultural Arts Victoria is seeking people to help in areas of stage managing, marshalling, publicity, production (sound and lighting), front of house and setting up venues. 

So join us and become part of a great team connecting with people fro maround the world.  For further enquiries please Anita on 9417 6777 or via email on projects@multiculturalarts.com.au
YOUTH AND FAMILY SUPPORT

Doncare Family Services 
Doncare operates a Chinese Family Playgroup for Mandarin and Cantonese speaking families residing in the City of Manningham.  It is held at the Pilgrim Uniting Church, 26 Westfield Drive Doncaster.  
The group is on Thursday mornings from 10.30am to 12pm during school terms.  It costs $35.00 per term per family.  Families need to bring a healthy snack and drink for their child. 

If you would like to attend the playgroup please book by telephoning Angel Shea on 9841 4215.
(          (          (
Croydon Hills Baptist Church – The Gumnut Playgroup

The Croydon Hills Baptist Church Gumnut Playgroup is a playgroup especially for families new to Australia.  Newly arrived parents and children can come to make friends and learn more about living in a new country.  Parents can practice English and children can have fun playing and learning in a happy environment.

The group will meet every Wednesday from 12.30pm to 2.30pm in school terms at Croydon Hills Baptist Church, 6-8 Bemboka Road, Croydon Hills (Melway Map 36 D11).

For further information and to book a place, please contact Susan Muller on phone 9735 3474.

(          (          ( 

Unpacking the Suitcase – Maintaining the Wellbeing of Newly Arrived Young People Youth Conference
The South Eastern Region Migrant Resource Centre in partnership with other agencies is holding a youth conference.  The conference includes keynote addresses, case studies and presentations and workshops what will showcase best practice models for supporting refugee youth.  

The 2-day conference will be held at AMES Noble Park, 60 Douglas Street, Noble Park on the 12th and 13th July 2007.  For further information or bookings please contact Nancy Badr on 9706 893 or Email conference@sermrc.org.au. 

(          (          (
Workshops for VCE Students

Youth Connextions and Whitehorse Manningham Regional Library Corporation are holding study workshops for VCE students from CALD backgrounds.  The sessions will be held fortnightly at the Box Hill Library,1040 Whitehorse Road, Box Hill from 4pm to 6pm.

Remaining topics are:

24th May

Managing my time for exams

7th June

Keeping track of my goals

21st June

My choices and options

5th July


VCE English preparation 1

19th July

Preparing for math exams

2nd August

VCE English preparation 2

16th August

SAC and exam preparation

30th August

VTAC/Enter Score and SEAS

13th September
Preparing for exams

27th September
Life long learning

11th October

TAFE and other options

25th October

Career pathways and advice

To register call the Box Hill Library on 9890 1002.  For further information contact Natalia at Youth Connextions on 9898 9340 or text 0400 062 984.

DISABILITY AWARENESS TRAINING 

for workers who provide services 

to the CALD communities
Objectives

· To ensure that workers feel confident when communicating with people who have varying disabilities. 

· To provide workers with tips and techniques to effectively communicate with people with disabilities on all levels. 

Major Themes

· To promote an understanding of issues surrounding disability.

· To encourage participants to focus on the individual, not the disability e interacting with people who have a disability.

· Facts, fears and myths about disability.

· Living with a disability.

· Key elements to good communication.

· Appropriate terminology and language.

· Policy and governance (Disability Discrimination Act 1992).

Presentation Style

Scope utilises a co-facilitation approach, which incorporates a presenter with physical and multiple disabilities alongside a Scope Victoria staff member. This combination helps to heighten awareness while allowing for practical application of communication strategies and customer service techniques.

Training Sessions

	Session
	Date
	Time
	Venue

	1
	Monday 

16 July 2007
	10.15am to 12.15pm
	Wheelers Hill Library,

860 Ferntree Gully Road, Wheelers Hill

	2
	Tuesday 

24 July 2007
	10.00am to 12.00pm
	Room 5, Maroondah Federation Estate, 32 Greenwood Ave, Ringwood


Morning tea will be provided.

We look forward to seeing you there!!

Please contact Wina Kung on 9285 4888 or email wkung@miceastmelb.com.au at the Migrant Information Centre to register. Maximum 20 people per session.
Art

 An art exhibition celebrating One People, Many Faiths

Entries close

Monday 23 July
Description
The Boroondara Interfaith Network’s aim is to  endorse a recognition of and dialogue between the many faith communities that are present in the City of Boroondara. It aims to promote understanding and harmony between people of different faiths.
The Network is holding its inaugural art exhibition at the Augustine Centre between 10 September and 30 September 2007.  Common to all faiths and cultures, the artistic expression of belief is also a way of celebrating and embracing the similarities and diversities within the faith communities of Boroondara. 

Entries are invited for consideration and may be in any medium, limited to 2 per artist, with a maximum width of 1.5 metres. Multi-media and 3D entries are welcome.

There will be two categories, one for schools and one for individuals.  Entrants must reside, work or attend an organisation within Boroondara.

Limit of 2 entries per artist. Entry fee is $25 for one entry, $30 for two entries.

This is a selected exhibition.  Notification of successful entry will be sent by Monday 30 July.

For more information
and to obtain an entry form contact Sarah Ricketts on 9809 4889 or email bin_queries@internode.on.net
Courses/Programs 
Foundation House Training Modules July to November 2007
    Foundation House Training Modules 
        July to November 2007 
 
Brunswick Venue:        Foundation House, 6 Gardiner St, Brunswick
Noble Park Venue:      Paddy O’Donaghue Centre, 18 –32 Buckley St, Noble Park 
 
For more details and to register
go to http://www.foundationhouse.org.au and download the Training Calendar and Registration Form
 1. PREREQUISITE MODULES: Orientation to the Refugee Experience and Introduction to the Foundation House Framework
Noble Park: Friday August 3rd Brunswick: Thursday October 11th
Time: 9.30am - 4.30pm   Cost: $132 Light lunch included
Suitable for anyone working with refugee survivors of torture and trauma, and a prerequisite for those wishing to do a specialist course
 
2. Course for ‘Incidental’ Counsellors: Skills for Working with Refugee Survivors
Prerequisite: Orientation and Introduction or equivalent.
Two-day course at Noble Park
Fridays 24th & 31st August
Time: 9.30am–4.30pm
Cost: $198 Light lunch included both days
· Suitable for people who are currently working with refugees in settlement, youth work, housing, employment, welfare, health, community services, or education.
3. Course for Counsellors: Skills for Working with Refugee Survivors in Counselling Practice
Prerequisite: Orientation and Introduction modules or equivalent
Two-day course at Brunswick
Thursdays 25th October & 1st November
Time:  9.30 – 4.30pm
Cost: $198 Light lunch included both days
Suitable for people who are currently working with refugee survivors in a counselling capacity including psychologists, social workers, counsellors, domestic violence and drug and alcohol workers.
 
4. Professional Development for Schools
Time: All workshops 4.15pm – 6.30pm. Afternoon tea provided on arrival
These workshops are free of charge.
 
A. PREREQUISITE WORKSHOP: Exploring the Refugee Experience and Goals for Recovery
Brunswick:       Wed 1st August 
Noble Park:      Wed 20th June
             
B. Understanding the Whole School Approach to Supporting Students with Refugee Backgrounds
Noble Park: Wed 25th July
 
C. Classroom Strategies to Support Individuals with a Refugee Background
Noble Park: Wed 29th August
 
D. Hot Tips for CALD Classrooms
Brunswick: Wed 22nd August
Noble Park: Wed 10th October
 
E. Parent/Guardian Involvement Brunswick: Wed 12th September
Noble Park: Wed 31st October
 
F. Post Compulsory Years
Brunswick: Wed 24th October
5. Working within Your Refugee Community
One day course at Brunswick
Thursday 18th October  
9.30pm – 4.30pm
$132 for organisations; some free places available for individuals. Light lunch included. 
 
For more details and to register
go to http://www.foundationhouse.org.au and download the Training Calendar and Registration Form
 
 
Cross Cultural Awareness
ABN: 69 136 367 085

AWORKSHOP FOR SERVICE PROVIDERS ON

ISLAM UNVEILED:

UNDERSTANDING AUSTRALIAN MUSLIMS AND ISLAM

PLUS A MOSQUE TOUR

Diversity Connect International is pleased to present a most affordable and timely workshop on Australian

Muslims and Islam plus a guided mosque tour for service providers.

This workshop is designed for service providers, who would like to advance their awareness and understanding

about Australian Muslims. It will provide essential insights to help in dealing with everyday practical issues.

The ability to understand other cultures and religions and the sensitivities associated with them is now an

essential skill for harmonious and positive relationships especially in a changing world. Diversity Connect

International plays a key role by providing professional development training which helps professionals at

hospitals, schools, clinics and other service providers acquire the necessary intercultural skills and

understanding, to succeed locally and globally.

Diversity Connect International has gained a reputation, as a leader of personalized cross cultural and religious

awareness training. We have worked in close collaboration with our clients to design and deliver courses of the

highest standards.

The program will give participants opportunities to raise and deal with issues relevant to their particular

situation. Registered participants will have the opportunity to raise their particular issues prior to the workshop

for consideration during the workshop. This is your opportunity to get involved and discuss the issues that

matter to you, including terrorism, extremism, racial and religious discrimination, media portrayal,

interfaith/intercultural dialogue and other hot topics.

This highly relevant and timely workshop is scheduled for Wednesday, 20th June 2007, 1.00 pm – 5.00 pm, at

the Islamic Council of Victoria complex, Level 1, 66 Jeffcott Street, West Melbourne, Victoria.

The registration fee is $55 (GST inclusive) and covers the mosque tour, workshop, handouts and refreshments.

Please fill in the registration form and return it with payment as per instructions.

The program includes:

Mosque tour (Islamic Council of Victoria Mosque)

Brief insight in to Islam and overview of Muslims in Australia

Common misconceptions about Islam and Muslims

Your Muslim client / customer / patient / student etc.

Discussion / Questions

The workshop and tour will be conducted by Yasser Soliman and Manar Chelebi. Two highly experienced

professionals with widely acknowledged reputations.

For more information please email us at admin@diversityconnect.com.au, or call us on Tel: (03) 9308 8303 or

Mobile: 0413 607 970.

Postal: P.O. Box 52, Somerton, 3062, Victoria. Tele / Fax: (03) 9308 8303. Mobile: 0413 607 970. Email: admin@diversityconnect.com.au

Presents

AWORKSHOP FOR SERVICE PROVIDERS ON

ISLAM UNVEILED:

UNDERSTANDING AUSTRALIAN MUSLIMS AND ISLAM

PLUS A MOSQUE TOUR

DATE & TIME:

Wednesday, 20th June 2007

1.00 pm – 5:00 pm

VENUE:

Islamic Council of Victoria

Level 1, 66 Jeffcott Street,

West Melbourne, Victoria

(Off Spencer and King Streets)

COST:

Registrations - $55 (Inc GST)

* (Inclusive of GST, covers workshop,

handouts, mosque tour, and refreshments)

RSVP:

Please return the attached registration form

by 15/06/2007 to:

Events Coordinator,

Diversity Connect International

P.O. Box 52,

Somerton, 3062, Victoria

For further information, call Mobile: 0413 607 970, or email admin@diversityconnect.com.au

................................................................

EASTERN MULTICULTURAL NEWS

PRO FORMA

Please complete this pro forma if you would like to share information with other agencies in the eastern region on new programs or project initiatives at your agency.  The information will be printed in the Migrant Information Centre (Eastern Melbourne)’s (MIC) news bulletin “Eastern Multicultural News” and distributed to a wide range of multicultural, health and aged care and youth and family support agencies in the region.

NAME OF AGENCY/PROGRAM:  Kew Neighbourhood House
TITLE OF PROGRAM/PROJECT INITIATIVE: 

1) English as a Second Language 

2) Specialist Programs

3) Fitness and Wellbeing

SUMMARY OF PROGRAM/PROJECT INITIATIVE (please provide a summary of program details in less than 100 words)

1)  English as a Second Language
Join our daytime ESL classes and improve your speaking, listening, reading and writing skills. Opportunity to complete modules from 21497VIC Certificates I and 214978VIC Certificates II in English as a Second Language (Access), Certificate III in English as a Second Language (Employment). 
Phone Robin or Avril on 9853 3126 to arrange an interview.

ESL 1 (Access): Thursdays 9.30am to 12.30pm

ESL 2 (Access): Mondays 9.30am to 12.30pm

ESL 3 (Employment): Wednesdays 9.30am to 12.30pm

ESL 2/3 Conversation: Tuesdays 9.30am to 11.30am
2) Specialist Programs

The Oasis Chinese group is a time to connect with others through recreational, social and support activities for Chinese speaking people with a disability and their carers. 

The group provides a time to come together and chat about life experiences, find out about other activities and services in the community, and do things together. 

Activities and speakers are organized around your interests and include monthly outings. A simple meal is provided.

Contact Helen Lin, our bilingual worker on 9853 3126.

Tuesdays 11am to 2pm. Free activity. 

Ability @ Work is a program that offers work placement and volunteer opportunities for people of varying abilities.

Contact Lisa Kendall on 9853 3126.

Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9am to 4pm. Free activity. 
3) Fitness and Wellbeing 
Monthly bike riding group explore the Yarra bike paths.

Rides in the past have included CERES, Studley Park and Port Melbourne.

Bring a bike, drinking water, snacks, helmet and wet weather gear.

Riding group meets on the second Wednesday of the month during school terms. 

Next ride is Wednesday 13 June from 10.30am to 2.30pm. Free activity.

Health promotion lunches are an ideal opportunity to come together for lunch to hear a guest speaker discuss topics of interest on health and wellbeing. 

Held on the last Wednesday of every month.

Next sessions are 30 May and 27 June from 12noon to 2pm. $5 donation entry.

CONTACT DETAILS

Name:  Jasmine Powell

Phone:  9853 3126

Fax:  9853 2276
Email Address:    kewnh@netspace.net.au
For further information, please contact Judy McDougall on 9285 4888.

Due Dates for receiving information from agencies in 2007 are: 12th January, 16th February, 16th March, 13th April, 
11th May, 15th June, 13th July, 10th August, 14th September, 
12th October, 9th November, 14th December.

Distribution Dates of bulletin in 2006: 26th January, 
23rd February, 30th March, 27th April, 25th May, 29th June,
27th July, 31st August, 28th September, 26th October, 
30th November, 28th December.

Department for Victorian Communities

Overseas Qualification Unit

INFORMATION EXCHANGE FORUM

Date: Friday, 6 th of July 2007

Time:  10.00 AM - 2.30 PM

Location: Mezzanine Level, Room 7-8,

1 Spring Street, Melbourne

You will be provided with tea and coffee
Lunch will be served at 12.00pm

As part of the employment grants program the department of the Victoria communities will be presenting an information session where three employers will be presenting and sharing their views and experiences recruiting skilled migrants.  This provides an opportunity an insight into employment services companies have to offer.
Please register your attendance immediately  as this forum is proving to

be in demand. Hope to see you at the forum. Please call 92083324 or email Inaam on inaam.barakat@dvc.vic.gov.au.
Cue Cards  a way to improve your English
'Cue Cards' is a new communication resource that illustrateover 200 commonly used words in the health/community services sector. Great for clients who have English language difficulties, cognitive, vision or speech impairment you will no longer need to resort to charades or drawing pictures for new clients. This device comes in free of charge and comes in 33 different languages 
For your free copies log into www.easternhealth.org.au and click on 'Cue Cards'.
 

Course on Refugees
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