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Migrant & Refugee Employment Focused Network

The aim of the Employment Focused Network is to assist migrants and refugees with employment related issues, and for service providers to share and improve knowledge and understanding to better meet the target groups’ needs.  The Employment Focused Network meetings will allow time for both formal and informal information sharing, guest presentations and planning and development of employment focused events and activities. 

The network:

· Is a regular forum to encourage sharing of information with an employment focus 

· Facilitates relationship building between service providers with the aim of better assisting and understanding the needs of newly arrived migrants and refugees

· Identifies employment related issues faced by newly arrived migrants & refugees residing in the Eastern region of Melbourne.  

· Develops, plans and promotes activities such as employment expos, forums, workshops & training sessions and increase opportunities for collaborative partnerships. 

The next meeting will be held at 9.30am to 11.30am on Friday 17th June at the Ringwood Room, Ringwood Library Complex, 4 Melbourne Street Mall, Ringwood.

The Employment Network is funded by the Australian Government Department of Immigration and Citizenship under the Settlement Grants Program funding program.

For further information, please contact Niquita Meyers on telephone 9285 4888 or Email nmeyers@miceastmelb.com.au.
(          (          (
Say No to Crime Youth Project
The ‘Say No to Crime’ Youth Project is a new project that aims to prevent crime in the Chin communities from Burma and the Bor communities from southern Sudan.  Young people who participate will attend a leadership training camp, then plan and implement an 8 week program for other young people in their community, aimed at preventing crime through increased knowledge of Australian Laws and increased social and recreational opportunities.

The leadership training camp will run for 3 days during the July school and university holidays.  Youth Ambassadors are then expected to attend regular planning sessions after the camp, every fortnight for 10 weeks held in the afternoon or evening to develop and organise the 8 week programs.  The programs that Youth Ambassadors will run will be 2 hours every week for 8 weeks, held in the afternoon or evening. 

For further information, please contact Jessica Bishop at the Migrant Information Centre (Eastern Melbourne) on phone 9285 4888 or Email: jbishop@miceastmelb.com.au. 

(          (          (
Tour for Afghan Women
The Migration Information Centre is facilitating a tour for Afghan women to learn about the multicultural history of Melbourne by visiting the Immigration Museum and the Victorian Parliament.  The group will also visit some historical laneways and walk through China Town.  
The tour will be held on Tuesday 28th June 2011.  The group will meet at the Box Hill Train Station at 9.30am.  Participants are asked pay for their train ticket and snacks.  The Migrant Information Centre will provide lunch.
To book by the 21st June or for further information, please contact Rebecca Dunsdon on 9285 4888 or Email rdunston@miceastmelb.com.au. 

The tour is funded by the Victorian Government through the Community Support Fund (Refugee Action Program).

(          (          (
Zomi Women’s Group
The Migration Information Centre is facilitating a discussion group for Zomi women to talk about Australian culture, society and way of life so they can better support their family, live a safe and happy life and gain the confidence to access opportunities for women in Australia.

The group will meet at 3pm to 5pm from Thursday 19th May to 7th July at Eastern Access Community Health Centre, 75 Patterson Street, Ringwood East.  Childcare and a Zomi interpreter will be available.

For further information or to make a referral, contact Judy McDougall on 9285 4888 or Email jmcdougall@miceasrtmelb.com.au. 
MIC AGED & DISABILITY SERVICES TEAM

News from the MIC Aged and Disability Services
The Migrant Information Centre Aged and Disability Services implement a number of projects funded through local, state and commonwealth governments that target the aged and disability area. These include:

· Multicultural Equity and Access Program (MEAP)
· Community Partners Program (CPP)
· Information and Communication Technology Project (ICT)
· Inviting and Celebrating Cultural Diversity in Volunteering Project
We work closely with aged and disability service providers and individuals or groups from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds to assist with the provision of culturally appropriate services and improving access to services. To find out more please contact Sharon Porteous on 9275 6905.

(          (          (
Cultural Briefings and Cultural Awareness Training

The new calendar and registration form for cultural briefings and training is available at http://www.miceastmelb.com.au/meap.htm#Training. The final session for January to June 2011 is:

	Exploring Cultural Festivals 
When: Wednesday, 29 June  2011

Time: 1.15 pm to 4.30pm

Where: Meeting Room, Balwyn Library,336 Whitehorse Road,  Balwyn 3103


A new calendar for July to December 2011 will be published shortly. To be on the mailing list for this and other training information please email Wanling Zhang at wzhang@miceastmelb.com.au.

MEAP also provides in-house training for HACC funded organisations. Training can be tailored to meet your organisation’s needs. Please contact Wanling Zhang on 9275 6904 to discuss further.
(          (          (
EMR CALD Aged Care Network

The next meeting of the EMR CALD Aged Care Network is scheduled for Wednesday 27 July 2010 from 10am to 12 midday in the Matsudo Room, Box Hill Town Hall, Whitehorse Road, Box Hill. Please ensure you check parking signs as we cannot provide permit parking for attendees.

For more information or to be added to the mailing list for the Network please contact Sharon Porteous on 9275 6905 or Email sporteous@miceastmelb.com.au.
(          (          (
Community Partners Program (CPP) – resources for CALD carers

CPP project is funded by the Department of Health and Ageing under the Community Partners Program. The project aims to promote and facilitate access by CALD communities to aged care information and services through delivering information sessions, organizing service tours and cultural celebrations with CALD communities.
A number of resources have been developed for CALD carers.

· Information about Carer Support Services – this information booklet covers who are carers, what help is available for carers and how to obtain carer support services. It is translated in Arabic, Chinese, Korean, Persian, Tamil and Vietnamese languages.
· Respite Information Sheet – it outlines what is respite service, what type of respite is available and how to access the service. It is translated in 18 languages.
· ‘About Caring’ DVD – raises awareness of different type of carers in the community, things that carers do to help the person they care for, the impact of caring on carers and the type of support carers need. It is translated in 12 languages. The DVD is developed in partnership with Carers Victoria and other CPP funded organisations.
If your group or club is interested in getting copies of the booklet, viewing the DVD or participating in any of the CPP activities, please contact Linda Tan on 9275 6906 or email ltan@miceastmelb.com.au
(          (          (
Working with HACC funded organizations that provide services to people with a disability
We have started to explore ways HACC funded organizations that provide services to people with a disability can promote their services to CALD communities and engage more with those communities to understand and plan for their needs. Our next meeting is on Thursday 9 June from 9.30 to 11am in Meeting Room B, Box Hill Town Hall Hub. For further information please contact Sharon Porteous on 9275 6905 or email sporteous@miceastmelb.com.au.

(          (          (
Inviting and Celebrating Cultural Diversity in Volunteering Project
The Migrant Information Centre has received funding by the Department of Planning and Community Development (DPCD), Department of Health (DH) and Victorian Multicultural Commission (VMC) to encourage volunteer involving organisations to recruit and support volunteers from CALD backgrounds in their programs, raise awareness about volunteering in Australia with CALD communities and recognise and celebrate existing volunteers from culturally diverse backgrounds. 

Over the next few months, information sessions about volunteering in the Australian context will be delivered to CALD community group which will include the distribution of translated information.  For further information please contact Robyn Clark on 9275 6903 or email rclark@miceastmelb.com.au. 
(          (          (
Information and Communication Technology Project (ICT)

The Migrant Information Centre has received funding by the Department of Planning and Community Development (DPCD) to teach communities from refugee background and CALD elderly groups on basic computer skills.  The program will commence on 5 April 2011 to September 2011. The Project will deliver basic computing and Microsoft word training to the following communities - Indian, Sri Lankan, Karen, Mizo, Hakha-Chin, Zomi, Afghan, Iranian, Sudanese, and Iraqi groups. 

The next session for June 2011 will be on:

02/06/11, 09/06/11, 16/6/11, 23/6/11 (Thurs)


Knox Indian Seniors

07/06/11, 14/06/11, 21/06/11 (Fri)



Tamil Seniors

06/06/11, 20/06/11, 27/06/11 (Mon)



Karen Seniors

For further information please contact Geraldine Jeremiah on 9275 6907 or email geraldinej@miceastmelb.com.au.
(          (          (
Other activities and events
· In partnership with Ashburton Support Services, a strength-based exercise program starts at Ashburton Support Services with the Chinese seniors group.  Classes are held on Thursdays, from 10:30am to 11:30am at 296 High Street, Ashburton. The Ashburton Support Services Chinese seniors group meets weekly for social interaction, activities and outings.

· An information session about Aged Care Services including HACC will be held for the Sikh Community on Sunday 5 June from 2.30 until 4pm at the Sikh Temple, Blackburn.

AGED CARE
Ageing Forum
National Seniors Australia, Productive Ageing Centre is facilitating a free productive ageing forum to discuss whether older Australians from migrant backgrounds are ageing well.

One in five Australians aged 50 and over were born in a non-English speaking country.  Just as ageing is a unique journey for all of us as individuals, so too the ageing experience for this large and significant group varies a lot.
The forum will advise on the latest findings from leading researchers and provide an opportunity for participants to discuss what might help older adults from diverse backgrounds to have a better experience of ageing.

Speakers include Dr Siew Ean-Khoo, ANU and Dr Susan Feldman, Monash University.  Panellists include Mr Pino Migliorone, FECCA, Emeritus Professor Trang Thomas, RMIT, Ms Ljubica Petrov, Centre for Cultural Diversity in Ageing and Dr Hass Dellal, Australian Multicultural Foundation.

The forum will be held at 9am to 1pm on Tuesday 28th June 2011 at the Melbourne Town Hall, Supper Room, Corner Swanston and Collins Streets, Melbourne.  Places are limited.  To book please call 02 6230 4588 or Email c.moltke@nationalseniors.com.au. 

EMPLOYMENT
Overseas Qualifications Unit
The Overseas Qualifications Unit, Workforce Victoria, has newly designed brochures available that provide information on how clients can access the service, determine if they are eligible and understand the process for having their overseas qualifications recognised in Australia.

To request brochures, please Email Brijesh.Rajvansh@dbi.vic.gov.au.  

(          (          (
Seminar for Business Migrants
Holmesglen is offering a free Victorian Government seminar for recently arrived business migrants in Victoria.  
The seminars will provide advice on:

· Making the most of your skills and business experience
· Making a quick transition into work or business in Victoria
· Understanding how Victoria’s industries and business environment operate
· Referrals to specialised employment, business and migrant services

Seminars also provide the opportunity to network with professional and industry associations, business services and other migrants.

The seminars will be held at 5pm to 8pm in English on Wednesday 15th June and in Mandarin on the 29th June 2011 at AMES in 833 Collins Street, Docklands Melbourne.
Registrations are essential and can be made at www.liveinvictoria.vic.gov/businessseminars.

To register your interest in attending a seminar held in English and for all other enquiries, please Email: seminars@holmesglen.edu.au. 

(          (          (
Bridges to Employment – Migrant Project 2011
The Salvation Army Camberwell is facilitating an employment program for newly arrived migrants looking for work and those struggling to get past the interview stage.

The Bridges to Employment Program offers:

· Identification of major barriers facing migrants in obtaining work in their chosen field or commensurate with their qualifications

· Provision of English pronunciation classes, work exposure, search skills, and exposure to Australian society

· Industry and community seminars and workshops focussing on building mutual understanding of the changing cultural mix in our local community

· Social networking

The program focus on assisting and supporting migrants to understand the Australian work environment, including work culture, employment search processes and exposure to various workplaces.

It includes opportunities for the local community to gain a wider understanding of the issues facing migrants in looking for work and integrating into the local community.  However, the project does not involve finding work for migrants, nor does it guarantee a job.

You can Register your Interest by contacting The Salvation Army:

· Email: norman.gale@aus.salvationarmy.org
· Phone: (03) 9889 2468

· Visit or mail: The Salvation Army, Camberwell, PO Box 323 Camberwell, 3124, 7-11 Bowen Street, Camberwell, 3124

Migrant Social Support Network meets next on 8th April.  Consultations and Registration will be held on 20th April and English pronunciation classes commence in May.

EXPO
Eastern Metropolitan Justice Services Expo
Eastern Metropolitan Justice Services are holding an expo to increase community understanding of local justice services.  Information stands will be available on the Justice for Refugees Program, Sheriff’s Office, Infringement Court, Magistrates Court, Victim Support Agency, Consumer Affairs Victoria, Responsible Alcohol Victoria, Financial Counselling Services, Victoria Police, Community Correctional Services, Victorian Equal Opportunities and Human Rights Commission, Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal, Working with Children’s Checks, Responsible Gamblers Help and Eastern Community Legal Centre.

The Expo will be held at 10.30am to 3pm on Tuesday 21st June and the Lower Hall, Box Hill Town Hall, 1022 Whitehorse Road, Box Hill.  Light refreshments will be provided.
To RSVP or for further information, please contact Joseph Agwalama on 0408 554 436 or Email joseph.agwalama@justice.vic.gov.au.  
REFUGEE WEEK
Freedom from Fear - Refugee Art and Craft Exhibition
The Red Earth Gallery Mooroolbark Community Centre is holding an exhibition of art and craft from refugee artists.  The exhibition will be held between 20th June and 7th July 2011.

The exhibition is a joint project between Migrant Information Centre (Eastern Melbourne), Mooroolbark Community Centre, Refugee Council of Australia and the Shire of Yarra Ranges. 
The opening of the exhibition will held at 7pm on 20th June 2011 at the Mooroolbark Community Centre, 125 Brice Avenue, Mooroolbark.  All are welcome.  
For further information, please contact the Mooroolbark Community Centre on 9726 5488 or the Migrant Information Centre on 9285 4888.

(          (          (
Freedom from Fear - Refugee Week Community Celebration
A community celebration of refugee communities will be held as part of Refugee Week.  The event will include an art exhibition, henna, hair braiding, performances, cultural foods and activities for children.

All are welcome to attend this free event which will be held at 12pm to 3pm on Saturday, 25th June at the Mooroolbark Community Centre, 125 Brice Avenue, Mooroolbark.

For further information, please contact the Migrant Information Centre on 9285 4888.
TRAINING
Foundation House’s Learning and Professional Development Calendar
Foundation House’s Learning and Professional Development Calendar is available at http://www.foundationhouse.org.au/professional_development/index.htm. 
Professional development offered for the second half of the year 2011 includes:

· Professional development for schools

· Courses for counsellors and incidental counsellors

· Professional development for nurses

· Spirituality and Human Services Practice weekend retreat.
VOLUNTEERS
Monash Volunteer Resource Centre

Monash Volunteer Resource Centre is holding the following training sessions.

Introduction to Volunteer Training sessions are held on the second Tuesday of each month at 5 Myrtle Street Glen Waverley

Time: 9.30 am until 11.30 am 

Dates: July 12th, August 9th, September 13th, October 11th, November 8th, December 13th
Introduction to Volunteer Training sessions held at Clayton Community Centre, Cooke St Clayton Mel 79C3

Time: 9.30 am until 11.30 am

Dates: July 6th, September 7th, November 16th
WORKSHOPS – all workshops are held from 9.30am to 11.30am at Monash Volunteer Resource Centre, 5 Myrtle Street, Glen Waverley.  

Workshops for Volunteers: 

Preparing for a Funeral Wednesday 29th June 2011 Facilitator:  Heather McLaren, 

John Allison Monkhouse

Privacy & Confidentiality Wednesday 27th July 2011 Facilitator: To be confirmed

Professional Boundaries in your Volunteer Role Wednesday 31st August 211

Facilitator:  To be confirmed

Volunteering @ Christmas Wednesday 29th September 2011 Facilitator:  Monash Volunteer Resource Centre 

Dealing with Difficult Behaviour Wednesday 26th October 2011Facilitator:  Brad Desmond, Life Psychology

Taking Care of Yourself as a Volunteer and Carer of a person with dementia – Addressing the Issues and providing Strategies

Wednesday 23rd November 2010 Facilitator:  Alzheimer’s Victoria

Workshops for Agencies:  9.30am to 11.30am 

Conflict Resolution in your Workplace

Wednesday 22nd June 2011, Facilitator: Brad Desmond, Life Psychology

Intellectual Property Issues for the Not for Profit

Wednesday 20th July 2011, Facilitator:  Marianne Dunham, Mason Sier Turnbull

Evaluation Skills for Managers of Volunteer Programs


Wednesday 21st September 2011, Facilitator: Jenni Livingston

Professionalising Volunteering

Wednesday 23rd November 2011, Facilitator:  Jenni Livingston
Please Note:

 All sessions are free of charge.  

 Bookings are essential for all sessions

 Dates and venues are subject to confirmation.

Please arrive 15 minutes prior as late arrivals will not be admitted.  For bookings & further information please contact: Monash Volunteer Resource Centre Inc, phone 9562 0414 or Fax 9562 0411.
WOMEN
ARIES Program
The Victorian Immigrant and Refugee Women’s Coalition (VIRWC) has pioneered the ARIES Program (Advice, Referral, Information and Educational Support) for multicultural women with or without permanent residency including female international students.
Free bilingual services provided through the program includes Family Law Advice, individual counselling, peer group support for international students and mentoring care support including life skills and employment pathways.
The program is available at 2pm to 5pm on Wednesdays, 11am to 12.30pm on Thursdays and 3.30pm to 5.30pm on Fridays at the Women’s Space, Queen Victoria Women’s Centre, Level 1, 210 Lonsdale Street, Melbourne.
For further information please call 9654 1243 or Email virwc@virwc.org.au. 

Under Our Hats
Muslim, Jewish and Sikh will talk about fashion, faith and how it feels to be different.  The session will be held at 7.30pm on Wednesday 29th June at the Blue Room, Multicultural Hub, Corner of Victoria and Elizabeth Streets, Melbourne (opposite the Victoria Market).  
The cost is $10/$5 and includes a light support.  For further information please call 9573 5770 or Email reception@antidef.org.au. 

(          (          (
Women’s Only Swimming
All women are welcome to private, women’s only swim sessions which will be held on Saturday Nights at 8pm to 10pm on 18th June and 16th July 2011.
The sessions will be held at the Ashburton Pool & Recreation Centre, 8 Warner Aveue, Ashburton, Telephone: 9885 0333 (next door to the Craig Family Centre) Melway Ref: Map 60 E10.
The cost is $5 per person or $15 per family (maximum 5 people in a family).  Children are welcome including boys under 5 years.
For more information contact Yvonne Kyriakos at the Craig Family Centre on telephone 9885 7789.

The program is sponsored by the Craig Family Centre, YMCA and Ashburton Pool & Recreation Centre.
YOUTH
Learning Beyond the Bell 2011 Forum
The Centre for Multicultural Youth is holding its annual Learning Beyond the Bell forum.  This year's forum, 'Learning Together: Improving homework clubs to realise student potential', builds upon last year’s inaugural event, 'Creating a Learning Community', and the great results achieved in the homework program sector over the past year.  

The aim of the forum is to share good practices, lessons and challenges with a view to improving learning outcomes for students from refugee and migrant backgrounds.

Some forum highlights include:

· Address by the Minister for Multicultural Affairs, The Hon. Nicholas Kotsiras MLA 

· Keynote speaker: Dr Kirsten Hutchison, lecturer in language and literacy education, Deakin University 

· Panel discussion with students discussing the benefits of attending homework programs 

· Panel discussion with homework program coordinators on best practice examples 

· Presentations and workshops by experts in the field of literacy, learning and refugee support

Coordinators of homework programs, teachers, school principals and other education staff, volunteer tutors and workers in the education and refugee settlement sectors will benefit from attending this forum.

The forum will be held at 9am to 4pm on Thursday 23rd June at the Oaks on Collins, 480 Collins Street, Melbourne (between King and William Streets). 

For a registration form please go to http://www.cmy.net.au/LBBForum.
This newsletter produced by the Migrant Information Centre received funding from the Australian Government, Department of Immigration and Citizenship under the Settlement Grants Program funding program.
To submit an item for the next edition of Eastern Multicultural News please contact Judy McDougall at the MIC by email jmcdougall@miceastmelb.com.au. 
All items must be submitted by the last Friday of the month to be included in the following month’s news. 
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