COMMUNITIES TOGETHER

Maroondah Federation Estate, 32 Greenwood Ave, Ringwood

Tuesday 24th February 2004

Q1
Please tick the box (() that best indicates your age.

Less than 20 years
 [0]

20 – 29 years

 [3]

30 – 39 years


 [5]

40 – 49 years

 [11]

50 – 59 years

 [11]

60 – 69 years

 [8]

70 years or more
 [10]

Q2
What is your gender?

Male
[7]

Female
[41]

Q3
Please tick the box (() that best indicates your religious background.

Muslim

[4]

Christian
[35]

Jewish

[0]

Buddhist
[1]

Hindu

[0]

Other

[2] no response [6]

Q4
Please circle the picture that best represents your impression of today’s event.
(
[44]

( [4]




( [0]

Pleased 
Neither pleased nor disappointed

Disappointed

Q5
Please circle the picture that indicates your overall impression of the event as a way of learning about Islamic culture.

( [42]


(
[6]



( [0]

Pleased

Neither pleased nor disappointed

Disappointed

Q6
Please circle the picture that best represents your overall impression of the speakers.

( [45]


( [3]




( [0]

Pleased

Neither pleased nor disappointed
Disappointed

Q7     Did today’s event change your understanding of Muslims in Australia? 

Yes [28]  No[6]  no response [14]

Please provide reasons for your response

Responses for NO

· Back to Q 3 (1)

· No, because I’m slowly gaining understanding through reading articles books (George Negus, Koran etc) and study of philosophy 

· I have a good rapport with Muslims and respect and admire many aspects of culture and faith of these people and countries.

· No, I had an association with Australian Muslims for many years 

· No, it’s just a grater insight into Islam.

· I already knew the information they spoke about.

· Similar to what I have read.

· No, I had no set opinion.

· Only because it is information I already knew but refreshing to hear again.

· It was obvious the speakers were of good character and very devote in their faith. There are many ways of worshipping “GOD” and we must accept each other’s differences in how this adhered.

Responses for Yes

· Clear concise info from speakers about Islam 

· Clear, well informed speakers who gave a splendid explanation of Islam and how Muslims live their faith in our community.

· A little that is new, use of microphone  - poor 

· Not changed, but has helped my understanding 

· I would appreciate any opportunities to follow this with conversation with Muslims, these discussions may be challenging, searching as there are so many aspects about which I seek enlightenment.

· Understanding that Islam is not being truly reflected by Muslims.

· Previously only informed via media

· Led to greater understanding. (2)

· It has built on my growing understanding. (4)

· Reinforced what I already believed.

· Greater understanding especially with the message of peace and respect for other environment which Islam is essentially about. Apologies for ms KFC, I felt very embarrassed…

· I learned a few things I didn’t know e.g. I actually didn’t know Muslims didn’t eat pork, couldn’t take their hijab off if they changed their mind or were calling their kids Jihad. I also didn’t know non-Muslims could be so blind of their own hypocrisies.

· It showed me “popular expressions” using Muslim words, e.g. Jihad are not always used as adherents of Islam of Islam would use them. 

· My impression of Islam is increasingly positive each inter-faith discussion helps understanding.

· It gave a broader prospect of Islam and Muslim people.

· It gave a fundamental understanding of culture.

· I didn’t really know very much about Muslims so it was great.

· It made me realize how little I knew about their way of life and religion.

· A great deal of understanding of the culture.

· Furthered my understanding of the Islamic faith and its expression.

· Explanation of terms and bridging similarities between Christian and Muslim beliefs.

· Particularly how young Muslims feel.

· The definition and distinction between Islam and Muslim accounts for the misinformation we receive from the media. This needs to be addressed by other religions or at a governmental level as it spirals out of control by Howard and co. 

Q8
Please tick (() the box that represents how you found out about the event.

Notice mailed to your home 

[4]
Word of mouth 
[10]

Through a church/club you attend
[10]
Local media 
[20]

Other [4] School, MIC, Friend
Q9
Please tick (() the box that best describes the venue (you can tick more than one box).

Convenient location

[41]

Good amenities 

[31]

Comfortable


[33]

Adequate parking

[23]

Accessibility
[26]
Other [’32’made it difficult to find, lack of parking, Excellent facility]

Q10
Were you satisfied with the time and the day of the event? 
Yes [47] No [0]

If not what day of the week and time would you recommend?  

· Evening may be suitable for some folk unable to attend today, Saturday morning 
Q11
Any further comments you wish to make.

· What about worker? Will there be opportunity for evening or weekend sessions?

· The speakers today brought valuable insights into the philosophy of peace – having Muslims. I would like to learn more

· Lets have getting to know each other mornings, coffee, craft (craft only for Ramadan)

· We should invite members of media. “Reporters” Especially those who usually target Muslim & Islam in their radio talk show and TV (3)

· Smaller group at the start to uncover prejudices or stereotypes of Muslim cultures before coming to speakers e.g. Definition of Islam and Jihad 

· Your speakers were well received and spoke with connection about Islam and “Australian way of life” a balanced view.

· Thank you, well done. (7)

· Needs to have events more often. (2)

· I would like to see our Islamic speakers go more public on explaining Islam in Australia especially through the media.

· Inspiring speakers thank you both Saara and Issam. Keep up the good work

· I would like to know more so I have a greater understanding and don’t offend in the presents of Muslim people.

· Tolerate different ideas is better than the word respect and should be written into government policy.

· Found people commenting very interesting

· Well planned and presented

· Very enjoyable. I would have liked to know about the speakers because I turned up late not realising that I would be missing out on this important aspect

· Fantastic, thoroughly enjoyed speakers (2)

· It is important that we learn more about Islam, so we can be informed in debate or discussion with friends – and this proved to be a good starting point. Perhaps we need to also talk about Islam in overseas countries where culture and male dominance affects the way Muslims act.
· Thank you for this opportunity – it was most enjoyable and I would like to attend future sessions.

· A good forum- perhaps not enough controversy taking into account general public opinion.

· Very informative – I agree that it needs more media attention for a greater and deeper understanding.  
· The media have a lot to answer for.

· More dialogue opportunities are needed.

· Many thanks for the inspirational talk it was a pleasure and honour to be here.

· Acoustics a bit difficult around the tables.

· Enjoyed the session thoroughly – speakers were great - open, honest and informative, thank you.


