MY IMAGE, MY DRESS, MY CHOICE - FEEDBACK SHEET

Monash event – 24th March 2003

PLEASE TAKE A FEW MINUTES TO PROVIDE COMMENTS AND FEEDBACK ABOUT TODAY’S FORUM

Q1
Please circle the picture that best represents your impression of today’s event.

(




(




(
Pleased
(48)
Neither pleased nor disappointed
(2)
Disappointed (2)

Not completed (5)

Q2
Did today’s event change your understanding of Islam in Australia?
Yes  (21)    No  (4)
Please provide reasons for your response 

· This event helps in breaking down the barriers in relating to Muslim women and understanding more about them.

· I’ve been to many Islamic countries but this is the first opportunity to meet Muslim women in Australia and hear their views.

· Never had any contact with any Muslims before, so learned a lot.

· It helped to understand and enabled us to celebrate our similarities.  One lady who answered the questions I felt was a little confrontational.

· Provided me with an insight to Muslim women’s ideas and commitments to their faith.

· Learnt a little of what it’s like to be a Muslim woman in Australia – reactions to hijab growing up as a Muslim.  Muslim people participate in all walks of life.

· That it is a choice – colours, textures, styles.

· Not really

· I hope that I have always been tolerant of other faiths and nations.

· Disappointed on comments on recent world events and political sentiments very inappropriate for today’s theme ‘Harmony’.

· It’s a religion, a spiritual way of life for all culture, as are other religions.  Mutual respect between faiths – replace fear with celebrations of differences.

· Gave me a clearer view of reasons for the dress code.  I do understand a little of Islamic culture.

· I already had a good opinion of Islam though I’d never met a lot of Muslims.

· I couldn’t hear.

· More understanding about the dress code and meaning of it for Muslim women.

· It gave me a greater understanding.

· I still can’t claim to understand why an Australian women would want to dress this way but I have learnt a lot about why some do and what its means to them.  I feel it has been a very valuable sharing day.

· It was pleasing to hear that it was their choice to wear the head scarf etc.

· Are we so-called Western women so “liberated” after all??  (When it comes to how we dress or not dress (cover ourselves).

· Greater understanding as to the importance of their dress – what it represents. Greater element of choice – I thought it to be more imposed. 

· Not changed but increased my understanding of certain aspects of Islam in Australia. 

· I have lived in Malaysia and have discussed extensively about the subject.  However, I am always heartened by the promotion of awareness of other cultures or religions.

· Having lived in the Middle East for 5 years I felt your presentation was a very good bridge builder.  However, I also felt that your opinions were limited to personal/subjective stances.  I have met many women who are denied a lot of life opportunities (eg. Education) because of their religion.  At times it seemed very idealistic.  I have met girls forced into wearing the veil – paid to do it – no education opportunities.

· Familiar already.

· Because I am Muslim.

· Disappointed with the political statement in the introduction – disappointed that Saara was ill and hope she recovers quickly.

· I already knew about Islam

· It did not change my understanding.  I felt I had a good understanding due to my efforts in being aware and embracing cultural diversity.

· Not knowing why or why not on several issues.

Q3
Please circle the picture that indicates your overall impression of the forum as a way of learning about Islam and Muslim women’s dress.

(




(




(

Pleased
 (52)                      Neither disappointed or pleased

(3)
Disappointed (1)

Q4
Please circle the picture that best represents your overall impression of the speakers

(




(




(
Pleased
  (46)             Neither pleased nor disappointed
(7)
Disappointed   (3)

Q5
Please circle the picture that best represents your impression of the fashion parade.
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Pleased

(53)
Neither pleased nor disappointed
(2)
Disappointed (2)

Q6
Please tick (() the box that represents how you found out about the forum

Notice mailed to your home 
(2)
Word of mouth 
(17)


Through a church/club you attend  (9)

Local media 
(13)


Other (please state):

Centrelink; 

Notice through work

English Learning Centre X 2

Phone call from Adeeba

From a friend

Email

My children’s school newsletter had a notice about this forum x 7

Through the MIC Youth and Family Support Working Group

Through work at the Department of Human Services

Notice mailed to my place of employment; Amnesty International

Q7
Please tick (() the box that best describes the venue (you can tick more than one box)

Convenient location
(28)


Good amenities 
(24)


Comfortable

(26)


Adequate parking
(26)

Accessibility

(20)

Other ………………………………

Q8 
Any further comments you wish to make.

· The food was lovely!

· Nice to have a change room for babies.  Thank you for a wonderful event.

· Could not hear very well.  Hard of hearing, so didn’t catch everything that was said. Could have used microphones better. 

· On the whole – I had a very happy day.  I think the fashions were very elegant and ladylike. 

· Was disappointed at the political agenda, brought by one of the speakers. It was a day of harmony. 

· I believe the idea of introducing Christian women to Muslim women is a good one.  However while you ask us to respect and understand why you have chosen to dress the way you do so should you respect the way we CHOOSE to wear make up.

· Would enjoy similar sessions on other cultures – for women and families.

· It is great to be able to see just how you dress and to ask questions first hand – rather than just wonder.  Evening wear – stunning! Wedding dress – just wonderful – most beautiful I’ve seen.

· As a person who is hard of hearing I found the music too loud and speakers spoke too fast, so that the voice became garbled.  Answers to questions were very good and informative.

· I think the Anti-Howard and political comments were inappropriate for the occasion.  Sound system a bit too loud.

· Sound system inadequate.

· Political statements about our Prime Minister and incidentally the PM that you as Muslims are happy to live with were totally inappropriate.

· Thank you for offering the opportunity to learn more of other women with different life journeys than mine.  I loved the music selection.  Educative experience.  Some of us couldn’t hear the speakers that well.

· Very refreshing and open.

· Fantastic – face the tables the other way.

· This is a wonderful way of celebrating our diversity and womanhood/sisterhood.  I would like to attend more of these multicultural events.

· Wonderful food. 

· I would be pleased to join any other forums like this or discussion groups/workshops between different cultural/religious groups.

· Please have more of these days – they can only bring the Australian community closer together. 

· It was good to have Muslim woman from different cultures showing what they all have in common.  I would have like an explanation about the food as well.

· A wonderful idea and presented in a professional and friendly manner.

· I felt your opening speaker had an agenda, was politically motivated and a chip on her shoulder.

· Thank you for organising this.

· The food was spectacular – very tasty and forfilling.

· Thank you for holding this forum.

· I invited 11 other ladies to be informed – all of whom were upset with the introduction by Jemma.  It makes it difficult for me to invite and enthuse people to come to such an event in the future (people of good will).

· More of these forums should be available to all especially all working women.

· The food was delicious.

Additional comments received by Email

Dear Judy

On reflection I would like to make some further comments about Monday's Harmony Day celebration at Glen Waverely.  I guess my evaluation form did not really reflect some of my feelings at the time.  I also needed some time between the event in order to think some of my concerns through.

Overall I feel the day achieved its intent in promoting better understanding between women of varying cultures, particularly of Muslim women.  However I believe the day was somewhat marred by a speech made by one of the women which in my view served more to potentially alienate Muslim women rather than bring us together.  There is a great danger when a person speaks on behalf of one culture to others who are seeking to learn.  What was said by that young woman could have been seen to be the views of all Muslim women not just that of an individual who has adopted a particular stance on world affairs.  That situation is in my view quite dangerous.

While one can't help but acknowledge the current world events in such a forum, the point that needed to be made was that more so than in the past we, as women living in a multicultural  society, need to be seeking understanding of each other, promoting acceptance and tolerance.  To make a 'party political speech' and give rein to an anti Howard message becomes counter productive to an agenda of peace and harmony.

It was because the agenda was to be the promotion of harmony and understanding that I personally felt sufficiently gagged in relation to making a response.  I felt that had I done so I would have turned the meeting into a political debate of what Howard's motive's are etc. and this would not have been fair as it was not the main agenda of the day.  While the beauty of this country is that unlike many others it does allow people to speak out but there comes with this a responsibility (and maturity) on us then to determine the right place and time for what is said and the impact what is said is going to have on others. 

Please add these comments to you overall evaluation of the day.

Many thanks.

