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Languages spoken by residents in the Eastern Region aged 70 years or more1.  
 
• 97,784 people or 10.2% of the total population of the Eastern Region are aged 70 years or more compared to 9% (88786) people in the 

ABS Census of 2001.  
 
• 22% (21,329) of all people aged 70 years or over do not speak English at home compared to 18% of all people in this age cohort in the 

ABS Census of 2001.  
. 
• Within the English speaking community 10% (69,652) of the population is in this age cohort whilst for people who do not speak English at 

home 10% (21,329) people are in this age cohort.2   In the ABS Census 2001 9% (67,205) of the English speaking population were in this 
age cohort whilst for people who do not speak English at home 9% (16,262) people were in this age cohort.3   

 
• Over 90 languages are spoken across the Eastern Region by people aged 70 years or more.  
 
• The largest number of people who speak languages other than English at home speak Italian (5,497), followed by Greek (4,055), 

Cantonese (1,812), German (1,779) and Netherlandic (1,029).   
 
• The percentage of people who are in this age cohort varies between communities.  As you would expect for communities who primarily 

settled in the 1950’s and 1960s a higher percentage of their community are aged over 70 years.   Within the Italian speaking community 
25% (5497) of the population are in this age cohort, in the Greek community 13% (4055), the German community 32% (1779), the Latvian 
and Lithuanian communities the percentages are higher at 47% (299) and 42% (97) respectively and for the Netherlandic community 39% 
(1029).  For communities who settled in Australia in more recent times the percentage of the population aged over 70 years is smaller.  For 
example 6% (1812) Cantonese community, 3% (919) of the Mandarin, 4% (93) of the Persian community and 3% (53) of the Punjabi 
communities are over 70 years of age.   

 
• Within the local government areas across the Eastern Region Monash has the largest population who speaks a language other than 

English at home who are aged 70 years or more with 29% (5,464), of its population speaking a language other than English at home.  The 
figures for the other 6 LGA’s in the region are Manningham 35% (4,291), Knox 22% (2,325), Whitehorse 20% (3,805), Boroondara 19% 
(3,197), Shire of Yarra Ranges 12% (1,234) and Maroondah 10% (1,049).   

 
  
 

                                                            
1 All figures are sourced from the ABS Census 2006  
2 A further (6779) of responses were either not stated, non-verbal, or not indicated and 24 people used Auslan. 
3 A further (5219) of responses were either not stated, non-verbal, invented languages or not indicated. 
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Table 1 Top 50 languages spoken in the Eastern Region by people aged 70 years or more 
 
Language spoken at 
home  

70-79 years  80 years 
and over  

70 yrs or over % of 
population 

aged > 70 yrs  

Total 

English 40813 28839 69652 10% 706695
Language other then 
English  

14894 6435 21329 10% 206786

Afrikaans 18 9 27 3% 858
Arabic   238 60 298 5% 5453
Armenian 99 46 145 13% 1089
Cantonese 1270 542 1812 6% 31867
Chinese Nfd 34 18 52 4% 1353
Croatian 286 87 373 16% 2346
Czech 48 38 86 18% 469
Danish 17 6 23 12% 195
Estonian 21 19 40 53% 76
Filipino 21 12 33 3% 1204
Finnish 27 9 36 23% 156
French 168 112 280 12% 2370
German 1125 654 1779 32% 5589
Greek 3269 786 4055 13% 31874
Gujarati 26 6 32 2% 1422
Hakka 33 12 45 10%  444
Hindi 80 20 100 2% 4557
Hokkien 88 44 132 9% 1521
Hungarian 414 261 675 32% 2097
Indonesian 31 22 53 2% 3236
Italian 3907 1590 5497 25% 22301
Japanese 36 15 51 3% 1741
Khmer 32 11 43 3% 1270
Korean 23 9 32 1% 2892
Latvian 112 187 299 47% 632
Lithuanian 30 67 97 42% 230
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Language 70-79 years  80 years 
and over  

70 yrs or over % of 
population 

aged > 70 yrs  

Total 

Macedonian 218 61 279 17% 1652
Malayalam 20 3 23 4% 626
Maltese 124 52 176 28% 633
Mandarin 723 196 919 3% 29056
Netherlandic (Dutch) 654 375 1029 39% 2633
Persian 63 30 93 4% 2458
Polish 306 321 627 18% 3401
Punjabi 39 14 53 3% 1828
Romanian 28 17 45 6% 696
Russian 101 73 174 10% 1816
Serbian 105 44 149 9% 1704
Serbo-Croatian/Yugoslavia  35 18 53 19% 281

Sinhalese 83 47 130 3% 4784
Slovak 23 12 35 19% 187
Slovene 102 33 135 32% 417
Spanish 152 66 218 7% 3342
Tagalog  31 15 46 3% 1347
Tamil 148 88 236 6% 3781
Teochew 23 12 35 5% 657
Turkish 55 15 70 6% 1144
Ukrainian 27 59 86 24% 363
Vietnamese 138 74 212 3% 6784
Wu 22 3 25 10%  250
Yiddish 7 20 27 48%  56
Other languages 251 154 405 3% 13277
Auslan 13 11 24 5% 450
Not stated (inc invented 
languages, non verbal) 3009 3770 6779 17% 39797
Total 58729 39055 97784 10% 956536



 5

Country of Birth of residents in the Eastern Region aged 70 years or more4 
 
 
• People aged 70 years or more living in the Eastern Region were born in over 120 countries.   
 
• The largest number of people born outside of Australia or England were born in Italy 5,210 followed by Greece 3,510, China 1,983, 

Germany 1,819 and the Netherlands 1,700.  
 
• 37% (36,768) of the total population aged 70 years or more were born outside of Australia and 45% (44,251) of the total population in this 

age cohort were born outside of Australia and England.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                            
4All figures are sourced from the ABS Census 2006 



 6

Table 2 Top 50 Country of Births in the Eastern Region for people aged 70 years or more5 
 
 
Birth Place  
 
 
 

70-79 years  80 years and 
over  

70 yrs 
or over 

% of 
population 
aged > 70 

yrs  

Total 

Total  58,729 39,057 97,786 10% 956,536
Australia  30,055 22,481 52,536 8% 645,345
Austria 279 158 437 36% 1,214
Canada 42 35 77 5% 1,402
China  1,393 590 1,983 8% 24,942
Croatia 355 94 449 22% 2,008
Cyprus 260 108 368 24% 1,528
Czech Republic 67 50 117 24% 479
Eastern Europe, nfd 67 65 132 36% 368
Egypt 358 163 521 20% 2,629
England 4,432 3,051 7,483 20% 38,357
Estonia 47 37 84 69% 121
Fiji 61 21 82 6% 1,347
Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia (FYROM) 67 28 95 14% 683
France 66 37 103 11% 931
Gaza Strip and West Bank 54 69 123 49% 250
Germany 1,246 573 1,819 27% 6,619
Greece 2,895 615 3,510 26% 13,376
Hong Kong (SAR of China) (b) 208 67 275 3% 9,973
Hungary 440 288 728 42% 1,721
India 547 253 800 6% 13,312
Indonesia 139 55 194 5% 3,882
Iran 61 28 89 4% 2,019
Ireland 371 222 593 25% 2,420
Italy 3,704 1,506 5,210 37% 14,097
Latvia 164 231 395 65% 610

                                                            
5 All figures are sourced from the ABS Census 2006 
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Birth Place  
 
 
 

70-79 years  80 years and 
over  

70 yrs 
or over 

% of 
population 
aged > 70 

yrs  

Total 

Lebanon 116 23 139 10% 1,406
Lithuania 60 102 162 63% 258
Malaysia 497 150 647 4% 15,074
Malta 179 68 247 20% 1,226
Mauritius 95 42 137 9% 1,536
Netherlands 1,159 541 1,700 30% 5,640
New Zealand 384 216 600 5% 11,754
Northern Ireland 155 81 236 20% 1,159
Philippines 65 42 107 3% 3,526
Poland 430 476 906 27% 3,313
Romania 88 50 138 15% 900
Russian Federation 64 92 156 18% 873
Scotland 812 607 1,419 24% 5,992
Serbia 82 35 117 16% 742
Singapore 109 35 144 4% 4,063
Slovenia 145 47 192 38% 503
South Africa 210 128 338 6% 5,971
South Eastern Europe, nfd (a) 225 101 326 22% 1,473
Spain 73 24 97 25% 394
Sri Lanka 594 312 906 9% 9,828
Switzerland 68 40 108 17% 627
Turkey 97 56 153 15% 1,043
Ukraine 58 109 167 27% 609
United States of America 62 61 123 4% 3,227
Viet Nam 224 98 322 4% 7,433
Wales 140 85 225 22% 1,029
At sea   4 4 100% 4
Other Countries  876 409 1,285 5% 27,142
Not stated  4,284 4,198 8,482 17% 50,158

 


