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MIC NEWS

Applications for Directors of the Migrant Information Centre

Applications for the position of Director for the Board of the Migrant Information Centre are being sought.  This is a voluntary position with the Board of Directors meeting once a month.  

For an information package about the position or for further information please contact Sue Herbst on 9285 4888 or Email sherbst@miceastmelb.com.au.  Applications close on 31st August 2007.

(          (          (
Chin Women’s Group

The Chin women’s group provides opportunities for English conversation, information sessions to increase community understanding of services and Australian culture as well as an opportunity for social and recreational activities for women and children.

In Term 3 2007, speakers will attend the group to talk about:

· Health, 

· Centrelink services, 

· Parenting young children, and 

· Divorce in Australia and the role of Family Relationship Centres.  

The group will meet in Term 3 2007 at 1.30pm to 3pm from Tuesday 24th July 2007 to 18th September 2007 at the Croydon Uniting Church, 6 Tallent Street (corner of Croydon Road and Tallent Street), Croydon.

For further information, please contact Judy McDougall or Chan Thang (Mondays and Tuesdays) on phone 9285 4888 or Email jmcdougall@miceastmelb.com.au.  
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Knox Refugee and Migrant Homework Support Program

The Migrant Information Centre in partnership with Knox City Council and Eastern Regional Libraries are facilitating a homework support group for refugee and migrant youth to assist them with their studies and research as well as language difficulties.  The program provides access to tutors and computers and provides an opportunity for youth to meet other students and make friends.

The homework support group meets weekly during school terms on Wednesdays from 4pm to 6pm at the Knox Library, Knox City Shopping Centre, 425 Burwood Highway, Wantirna.

For further information, contact Liana Bonadio on phone 9285 4888 or Email lbonadio@miceastmelb.com.au. 

(          (          (
Living in Harmony – Youth and Media Project

As part of the Living in Harmony “Youth and Media” project, the Migrant Information Centre will train 12 young people from diverse backgrounds who are interested in learning about the way media impacts on society.  The young people will then facilitate forums on media with other young people in the community to assist them to better understand media and develop coping skills and strategies for dealing with negative media.

The training will assist young people to:

· Develop skills and strategies for coping with negative media

· Learn about the Australian media and other cultures

· Learn about event organisation, public speaking, leadership, communication and team work

· Develop skills in running engaging and interactive workshops for other young people

This is the second group of young people trained in public speaking, understanding the media, running activities and facilitating forums.  The first group have run 8 forums at schools, Mosques, churches and conferences which have included over 300 young people.

For further information, please contact Kate Wilde on 0419 810 002.
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Multicultural Equity and Access Program – 
Understanding People from CALD Backgrounds August to October 2007

	Topics
	Date
	Time
	Venue

	Tips on Cultural Planning and Implementation

Presenter:

Wina Kung and Niquita Meyers

MIC
	Thursday
16 August 2007
(Suitable for HACC funded organisations)
	9.30pm to 12.00pm 
	Whitehorse Room, Box Hill Town Hall, Whitehorse Road, Box Hill.

	Understanding Cultures for people from former Yugoslavia

Presenter:

Slavia Ilich & Mirjana Piljic

Victorian Multi Ethnic Slavic Welfare Asso.  
	Tuesday
18 September 2007
	9.30am to 11.30am 
	Heide Room, Manningham Function Centre, 699 Doncaster Road, Doncaster

	South Sudanese Culture
Presenter:

Nyadang Dei Wal

MIC
	Tuesday

25 September
2007
	9.30pm to 12pm 
	Heide Room, Manningham Function Centre, 699 Doncaster Road, Doncaster


	Topics
	Date
	Time
	Venue

	Muslim Culture

Presenter:

Safieh Loulagar

MIC  
	Friday
12 October 2007
	9.30am to 11.30am 
	Whitehorse Room, Box Hill Town Hall, Whitehorse Road, Box Hill.


All Cultural training sessions will cover local demographics, customs and beliefs, health issues, attitude towards older people and aged care, and barriers in accessing services.  

To obtain registration forms or for further information, please contact Wina Kung or Niquita Myers on phone 9285 4888 or Email wkung@miceastmelb.com.au or nmeyers@miceastmelb.com.au. 
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Southern Sudanese Women’s Group
The Southern Sudanese Women’s Group will meet in Term 3 from Wednesday 25th July to19th September 2007.  The group will meet at 5.30pm to 8pm at the Migrant Information Centre, Suite 2/27 Bank Street, Box Hill.  The focus of the group in Term 3 will be Australian Citizenship, migration, Centrelink services and policies in relation to mothers and finding a job.
For further information, please contact Ngadang Dei Wal on Tuesdays and Wednesdays or Judy McDougall on phone 9285 4888 or Email ndeiwal@miceastmelb.com.au or jmcdougall@miceastmelb.com.au.
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Visit to the Magistrate’s Court for the Karen Community

The Migrant Information Centre will facilitate a visit to the Magistrate’s Court Ringwood for the Karen community on the 23rd August 2007 at 6pm to 8pm. 

The visit will include presentations on the role of the court particularly in relation to the Family Court and VCAT and the role and services provided by Legal Aid.

For further information please contact Robyn Kilpatrick on 9285 4888 or Email: rkilpatrick@miceastmelb.com.au.
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Volunteer Tutors Needed for the Home Work Support Program in Croydon

The Migrant Information Centre’s new Homework Support Program needs volunteer tutors to assist secondary school students from newly arrived migrant and refugee backgrounds.  

The free program is run by the Migrant Information Centre in partnership with Eastern Regional Libraries, Blackburn English Language School, Maroondah Youth Services, Yarra Ranges Youth Services, Australian Multicultural Education Services and the Maroondah and Yarra Ranges School Focused Youth Service.
The program is open to culturally and linguistically diverse young people such as those from African, Chinese, and Middle Eastern backgrounds, who live, work or play in the Maroondah and Yarrra Ranges area.
The homework program will supplement student’s education by providing a safe culturally sensitive space for them to study and socialise and obtain individual help with homework for a variety of subjects, assignments, literacy, computer and research subjects.  There is no formalised teaching curriculum or program and one-on-one assistance will be provided by volunteer tutors, in response to the needs of the students.
Culturally sensitive tutors who are confident and able to work with students from Year 7 to VCE are required, in particular, tutors with expertise in Maths and science, including VCE level, and the ability to transfer this knowledge into basic English. 

The program will be held at the Croydon Library on Tuesday evenings during school terms between 4pm and 6pm commencing on the 28th August, 2007.

For further information regarding this opportunity please contact Liana Bonadio on 9285 4888 or email: lbonadio@miceastmelb.com.au.
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Youth and Family Support Network

The next meeting of the Youth and Family Support Network will be held at 9.30am to 11.30am on Wednesday 29th August at the Migrant Information Centre, Meeting Room D (Upper Floor), 27 Bank Street, Box Hill.

The aim of the network is to promote a more responsive youth and family support service system to better meet the needs of individuals and families from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds.

The agenda for the next meeting includes progress reports on the MIC’s Family and Community Services and Indigenous Affairs (FACSIA) programs Local Answers parenting program and Refugee Family Relationships program and identifying professional development needs.

For further information, please contact Di Campbell or Judy McDougall on phone 9285 4888 or Email jmcdougall@miceastmelb.com.au.  

CONFERENCES

Second Victorian Immigration & Settlement Conference: 
“Integration - Modern Multiculturalism or Assimilation?”
The Ethnic Communities Council of Victoria and the Spectrum Migrant Resource Centre (formerly the Northern Migrant Resource Centre) will jointly host the 2nd Victorian Immigration & Settlement Conference on Tuesday 21st August 2007.
The conference will be held at the Park Hyatt, East Melbourne and will consider the policy of “multiculturalism” being replaced by “integration” and what are the implications of this policy shift. 

The Conference will be of interest to government policy advisers, immigration lawyers, international NGOs, ethnic community leaders and peak ethnic community organisations, health and education providers and local Council and state government representatives interested in attracting new migrants. 
To view the program and obtain a registration form, please follow the link: http://eccv.org.au/doc/PROGRAM&REGISTRATIONFORM.pdf. 
If you require any further information, please contact Malyun Ahmed on 9496 0200. 
COURSES

Computer Training for Chinese speakers

Kew Neighbourhood Learning Centre is conducting computer training for Chinese speakers.  The training course will cover using the internet, emails and Microsoft Word.

Course 1 during term three is held on Tuesdays from 9am to 11am and begins on the 17th July to 18th September.  Course 2 during term three is held on Fridays from 1pm to 3pm and begins on the 20th July to 21st September.  The cost is $53 per term.

For further information please contact Jasmine Powell on 9853 2276 or Email kewnh@netspace.net.au. 
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Foundation House Training Modules July to November 2007

Foundation House is facilitating training modules from July to November 2007.  The sessions will be held at two venues in Brunswick and Noble Park - Foundation House, 6 Gardiner Street, Brunswick and the Paddy O’Donaghue Centre, 18-32 Buckley Street, Noble Park.

The training modules include:
Module 1 - Orientation to the Refugee Experience and Introduction to the Foundation House Framework
This training session is suitable for anyone working with refugee survivors of torture and trauma, and a prerequisite for those wishing to do a Foundation House specialist course.
The session will be held at Brunswick on Thursday 11th October 2007 at 9.30am to 4.30pm.  The cost is $132 and a light lunch will be included.

Module 2 - Course for ‘Incidental’ Counsellors: Skills for Working with Refugee Survivors
Completion of the Orientation and Introduction course or an equivalent is a prerequisite for this two-day course which will be held at Noble Park on Fridays 24th & 31st August at 9.30am to 4.30pm.  The cost is $198 and a light lunch is included for both days.
This course is suitable for people who are currently working with refugees in settlement, youth work, housing, employment, welfare, health, community services, or education.
Module 3 - Course for Counsellors: Skills for Working with Refugee Survivors in Counselling Practice
Completion of the Orientation and Introduction course or an equivalent is a prerequisite for this two-day course which will be held at Brunswick on Thursdays 25th October & 1st November at 9.30am to 4.30pm.  The cost is $198 and a light lunch will be provided for both days.
This course is suitable for people who are currently working with refugee survivors in a counselling capacity including psychologists, social workers, counsellors, domestic violence and drug and alcohol workers.
Module 4 - Professional Development for Schools
All workshops will be held at 4.15pm to 6.30pm.  Afternoon tea will be provided on arrival.  These workshops are free of charge.
Workshop A - Exploring the Refugee Experience and Goals for Recovery
This workshop will be held in Brunswick on Wednesday 1st August and Noble Park on Wednesday 20th June 2007.
This workshop is a perquisite for attendance at other professional development workshops for schools.
Workshop B - Understanding the Whole School Approach to Supporting Students with Refugee Backgrounds
This workshop will be held at Noble Park on Wednesday 25th July 2007.
Workshop C - Classroom Strategies to Support Individuals with a Refugee Background
This workshop will be held at Noble Park on Wednesday 29th August 2007.
Workshop D - Hot Tips for CALD Classrooms
This workshop will be held in Brunswick on Wednesday 22nd August and Noble Park on Wednesday 10th October 2007.
Workshop E - Parent/Guardian Involvement 

This workshop will be held in Brunswick on Wednesday 12th September and Noble Park on Wednesday 31st October 2007.
Workshop F - Post Compulsory Years
This workshop will be held in Brunswick on Wednesday 24th October 2007.
Module 5 - Working within Your Refugee Community
This module is a one day course that will be held at Brunswick on Thursday 18th October at 9.30am to 4.30pm.  The cost is $132 for organisations.  Some free places are available for individuals.  A light lunch is included. 

For more details and to register go to http://www.foundationhouse.org.au and download the Training Calendar and Registration Form.

CROSS CULTURAL AWARENESS

Refugees from Burma Forum
Prioletti Consultants have organised a forum for increasing cultural awareness regarding refugees from Burma. 

Refugees from Burma are one of the newest communities in Victoria.  This short forum provides an understanding of the Chin and Karen communities, their location and history, culture and traditions, concepts of family, health and social issues, and strategies for working with Chin and Karen communities and their settlement in Victoria. 

The forum will be held at 10am to 12pm on 10th September at the Darebin Arts and Entertainment Centre, Corner of Bell Street and St Georges Road Preston.  The cost is $44 per person (note: no payment will be taken on day).
Book online at www.prioletticonsultants.com.au or Email priocons@ihug.com.au.  For further information ring mobile 0438 846 584.
(          (          (
Sudanese Forum

Prioletti Consultants is facilitating a forum on the Sudanese community.  Topics covered at the forum will include:

· The Natural Environment

· Overview of political history

· The flight of refugees 
· Marriage and families 

· Attitudes to disability, mental health, domestic violence, divorce, separation and death
· Settlement and families

· Settlement and children 

The forum will be held at 10am to 12pm on Wednesday 21st October at the Darebin Arts & Entertainment Centre, Corner of Bell Streetand St Georges Road Preston.  The cost is $44 per person (note: no payment will be taken on day).
Book online at www.prioletticonsultants.com.au or Email priocons@ihug.com.au.  For further information ring mobile: 0438 846 584.
EDUCATION & TRAINING

Education and Training Pathways Information Forum and Expo
Centrelink, the Communities’ Council on Ethnic Issues (Eastern Region) and Swinburne University of Technology have organised a Forum on ‘How to find a job in Australia’. 

The forum includes: 

· An overview of Education and Employment Programs

· Practical tips on how to improve job seeking skills

· Services and programs for jobseekers

· Information on Workforce Participation Programs

The forum will be held at 10am to 1pm on the 19th September at the Swinburne Conference Centre CG Building, The Auditorium, Swinburne University of Technology (TAFE), Gate 4, 12-50 Norton Road, Croydon.  The Forum is free and free parking is available on site.
For further information, Email sally.st.chan@centrelink.gov.au. 
HEALTH

Cancer Information Multilingual Website
The Cancer Council Victoria has established a multilingual website that provides information about cancer in 16 languages.  Topics include diagnosis, support, treatment and prevention.  This information can be obtained by accessing www.cancervic.org/multilingual.
A Cancer Council Helpline is also available by calling 131120 to talk about cancer or to obtain written information.  Languages include Arabic, Bosnian, Cantonese, Croatian, English, Filipino, Greek, Italian, Khmer, Mandarin, Macedonian, Polish, Russian, Serbian, Somali, Spanish, Tigrinya, Turkish and Vietnamese.
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Cue Cards for Health Workers
'Cue Cards' is a new communication resource that illustrates over 200 commonly used words in the health/community services sector.  These cards are great for clients who have English language difficulties, cognitive and/or vision or speech impairment.  Workers will no longer need to resort to charades or drawing pictures for new clients.  The cards are free of charge and they come in 33 different languages.
For your free copies, log into www.easternhealth.org.au  and click on 'Cue Cards'.
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Culturally Appropriate Health Promotion
The Centre for Culture Ethnicity and Health are facilitating a workshop on “Culturally Appropriate Health Promotion”.  The workshop focuses on how to apply health promotion principles and frameworks to through a cultural competency lens.
This workshop is designed for health promotion coordinators and project managers and presumes a working knowledge of health promotion.

At the end of the workshop participants will be able to:
· Apply health promotion principles and frameworks to CALD target groups

· Include cultural considerations into health promotion strategy selection

· Understand cultural considerations when undertaking health promotion work

· Understand culturally appropriate methods and models of health promotion evaluation when working with CALD target groups
The workshop will be held at 9.15am to 1.30pm on the 19th September 2007 at the Centre for Culture Ethnicity and Health 81-85 Barry Street, Carlton.  The cost is $120 including GST and lunch.
Bookings are essential and can be made online: www.ceh.org.au/education/regonline.html.  

For further enquiries Email enquiries@ceh.org.au or phone 9342 9700.
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Diversity in Action – Women’s Health Sessions
The Craig Family Centre is holding women’s only swimming lessons and safety in water and strength training fitness and exercise which includes weight training, treadmills, bikes and rowers.

The remaining sessions will be held on the 21st July, 25th August, 10th and 24th November and 8th December between 8pm and 10pm at the YMCA Ashburton Pool and Recreation Centre.  The cost is $5.00 per person or $15.00 per family (5 people).

For further details please contact Yvonne Kyriakos at the Craig Family Centre on 9885 7789 or Email craig.cd@craigfc.org.au. 
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Kew Neighbourhood Learning Centre Fitness and Wellbeing
Kew Neighbourhood House arranges a monthly bike riding group that explores the Yarra bike paths.  Rides in the past have included CERES, Studley Park and Port Melbourne.  People must bring a bike, drinking water, snacks, helmet and wet weather gear.

The riding group meets on the second Wednesday of the month during school terms from 10.30am to 2.30pm.  This is a free activity.

In addition, health promotion lunches are an ideal opportunity to come together for lunch to hear a guest speaker discuss topics of interest on health and wellbeing.  These lunches are held on the last Wednesday of every month at the Kew Neighbourhood House from 12noon to 2pm.  There is $5 donation entry fee.

For further information contact Jasmine Powell on telephone 9853 3126 or Email kewnh@netspace.net.au. 
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Kew Neighbourhood Learning Centre Going Greener Group
Kew Neighbourhood House is facilitating a group to discussing more environmentally sustainable living practices.
The Going Greener group meets on the second Tuesday of every month at Kew Neighbourhood Learning Centre, 2-12 Derby St, Kew. The next session will be held on Tuesday 11th September from 12 noon to 2pm.  Participants are asked to donate $5 for lunch.

For further information contact Jasmine Powell on telephone 9853 3126 or Email kewnh@netspace.net.au. 
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Kew Neighbourhood Learning Centre Walking Group

Kew Neighbourhood House arranges monthly walking groups that explore the Yarra walking paths and leafy streets of Melbourne. Upcoming walks include Studley Park, Camberwell, Yarra Bend Park and Heide Gallery.

Bring walking shoes, drinking water, snacks and wet weather gear.

The group meets on the first Wednesday of the month at 9.45am during school terms and is free of cost. 

For further information contact Jasmine Powell on telephone 9853 3126 or Email kewnh@netspace.net.au
(          (          ( 

National Cervical Cancer Vaccination Program
Cultural Perspectives has been engaged by the federal Department of Health and Ageing to undertake the NESB public information and communication campaign for the National HPV Vaccination program.

A note from the Department and important language information about the program is available for distribution within CALD communities.

For further information or copies of the information, please contact Faye Spiteri, Practice Manager Cultural Perspectives, Level 10, 644 Chapel Street, South Yarra on phone 9289 9577, fax 9827 9777, mobile 0413 657 956 or Email faye@culper.com.au.
(          (          ( 

VTPU Seminar and Case Presentation –Issues of Domestic Violence in Emerging Refugee Communities Focusing on Families from Southern Sudan
The Victorian Transcultural Psychiatry Unit (VTPU) is facilitating a seminar on issues of domestic violence in emerging refugee communities focusing on families from Southern Sudan which will be presented by Gabrielle Fakhri, cross-cultural trainer & community development and welfare consultant; founder of the Thornbury Asylum Seeker Resource Centre and Nyanchiew Lul, Nuer refugee from South Sudan and bilingual worker at Immigrant Women’s Domestic Violence Service

Following the seminar, a transcultural case study will be presented, for clinicians only, by Dr Minh Mai, Psychiatric Registrar, St Vincent's Hospital. 
VTPU Seminar Series are free of charge.
The seminar will be held at 3pm to 4.00 pm and the Transcultural Case Study for clinicians only at 4.15pm to 5.15pm at the VTPU, Level 2, Bolte Wing, St Vincent's Hospital 14 Nicholson St. Fitzroy.  Numbers are limited.
For bookings contact the VTPU on VTPU@svhm.org.au. 
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Working Together with Alcohol and Drug Issues in CALD Communities
Turning Point have been contracted by Drugs Policy and Services Branch, DHS to undertake a two-year training project aimed at increasing the knowledge and skills within the Alcohol and Other Drugs (AOD) sector and culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD) communities to increase their capacity to work together and respond to the AOD needs of those from a CALD background. 

The project has the following aims to increase AOD knowledge and skills of key members within CALD communities to better equip them to deal with the AOD issues within their community and to increase the understanding of AOD workers and agencies in relation to improving access to members of CALD communities.

The approach taken will involve representatives from both groups being trained in a shared environment to facilitate the development of stronger networks and a better understanding of the complexities involved.  A series of two-day courses will be developed and offered in three locations.  The course will be co-facilitated by experienced staff from Turning Point and the Multicultural Centre for Women’s Health.  Partnering/mentoring opportunities will be sought where CALD workers can maintain networks and support contacts within local AOD agencies beyond the duration of the course. 
Recruitment of participants will focus on AOD workers with special interest in this area and with CALD workers and community members who are well placed within their community to disseminate AOD content and improve linkages.  A half day forum will also be organised later in the year.

Details of course content are:
	Day One
	Day Two

	Overview of drug use in Australia

Cultural context of drug use

Drug effects

Stages of change

Harm minimisation in CALD communities
	AOD services

Referring to the AOD service system

Working with interpreters

A CALD audit for AOD services

Improving policies and practices


The courses will be held from 9.30am to 4.30pm on the 12th and 19th September at West Footscray Neighbourhood House, 539 Barkly Street, West Footscray, telephone 9687 3345.

For bookings or further information, contact Phoebe Spry-Bailey on 8413 8708 or Email phoebes@turningpoint.org.au.
REFUGEES

Festival of Refugees
The Christian World Service, Victoria Council of Churches in partnership with the City of Whitehorse are hosting a Festival of Refugees.  The Guest of Honour will be His Excellency the Governor of Victoria Professor David de Kretser A.C.  The program will include singing and dancing by groups from the Sudan, Burma, Vietnam, Congo and more including a guest performance from Kavisha Mazella.  Middle Eastern and West African food will be provided for lunch.

The event will be held from 11am to 3pm on Saturday 25th August 2007 at the Box Hill Town Hall, 1022 Whitehorse Road, Box Hill.  Admission is free but donations would be welcome.  Bookings are essential.

For bookings or further information please contact Visier or Glenys on 9650 4511 or Email vcc@vcc.org.au or contact Leonie on 9262 6101 or mobile 0438 581 019 or Email Leonie.Boyle@whitehorse.vic.gov.au. 

VOLUNTEERS

Boroondara Volunteer Resource Centre (BVRC) Training Calender 2007

The BVRC offers a program of training for volunteers and managers of volunteers. Upcoming Workshops and their details are as follows:

August

Relationships between paid staff and volunteers 



When
Wednesday 22nd August 9.30am to 4.30pm



Who
Managers of Volunteers

September
Understanding Mental Illness


When 
Wednesday 19th September 9.30am to 1pm



Who
All Volunteers and Managers of Volunteers

October
Road Safety for Seniors


When
Tuesday 23rd October 9.30am to 1pm



Who
All Volunteers and Managers of Volunteers

November
Myer Briggs Type Indicator (personality type)


When 
Wednesday 21st November 9.30am to 1pm



Who
Managers of Volunteers

All workshops are free of charge however, bookings are essential.  For further information and bookings please visit www.boroondara.vic.gov.au or contact BVRC on 9882 5860 or Email: bvrc@boroondara.vic.gov.au. 
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Eastern Volunteer Resource Centre Training

Training and Workshops for 2007 are free and commence at 9.30am.  Training sessions finish at 11.30am and Workshops finish at 12.30pm.  If you are interested in any of the following, please ring 9879 7822 for details and bookings.
Introduction to Volunteer Training:
Sessions will be held on Tuesdays 23rd August, 25th September, 23rd October and 27th November.
Workshops:
COTA – Volunteering as an Activity, Tuesday 11th September, Presented by COTA.
Occupational Health & Safety for Managers of Volunteers, Tuesday 9th October, presented by Robyn Rourke.
Working with Children and Disabilities, Tuesday 13th November, presented by Janet Myers-Creed. 
For further information please contact Teresa Odonnell, Recruitment Coordinator on 9870 7822.
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Monash Volunteer Resource Centre

TRAINING AND WORKSHOPS 2007

Introduction to Volunteer Training 2007

Sessions will be held on the second Tuesday of each month at 9.30am to 11.30am on 11th September, 9th October, 13th November and 11th December.

Workshops for Community Service Organisations

Taking Care of Yourself, Wednesday 31st October, 9.30am to 11.30am - Facilitator: Janet Myers-Creed

Guardian and Administrative Services, Wednesday 21st November, 9.30am to 11.30am – Facilitator: Janet Myers-Creed

Workshops 

Communication Skills and Conflict Resolution, Wednesday 29th August - Facilitator: Janet Myers-Creed.

Elder Abuse, Wednesday 26th September - Facilitator: Janet Myers-Creed.

Transport and Transfers with Client Aids, (1.30pm to 3.30pm) Wednesday 31st October - Facilitator: Sue Bower.

Guardian and Administrative Services, Wednesday 21st November - Facilitator: Janet Myers-Creed.

Centrelink Information Sessions:

Sessions are held for Centrelink Customers on the fourth Tuesday of each month from 10am to 11am on 28th August, 25th September, 23rd October and 27th November.

All sessions are free of charge and bookings are essential.  Dates and venues are subject to confirmation.  Please arrive 15 minutes prior, as late arrivals will not be admitted.  If you are interested in attending training and workshops please contact: Monash Volunteer Resource Centre on phone 9562 0414, Fax: 9562 0411 or Email: mvrc@iinet.net.au.

Street parking is limited to 2 hours.  Four hour parking is available across the road and at Centrelink, which is located in Bogong Ave.  Participants are asked not to park on the premises of Monash Volunteer Resource Centre.
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Volunteering in Manningham
Volunteering in Manningham are facilitating workshops for Manningham volunteers.  The workshops are:
Conflict Resolution for Volunteers, 9.30am to 12.30pm, Thursday 6th September at Doncare, 8 Montgomery Street, East Doncaster, contact Sue Ringersma on 9841 4215 or Email sue_ringersma@doncare.org.au.

Orientation to Volunteering, 9.30am to 12.30pm, Thursday 20th September, 18th October and 15th November at Manningham Community Health Service, Group Room, Unit 1/1020 Doncaster Road, Doncaster East, contact Jackie Goodhead on 8841 3041 or Email Jackie.Goodhead@mannchs.org.au.

Bookings are essential.

YOUTH AND FAMILY SUPPORT

Doncare Family Services 

Doncare operates a Chinese Family Playgroup for Mandarin and Cantonese speaking families residing in the City of Manningham.  It is held at the Pilgrim Uniting Church, 26 Westfield Drive Doncaster.  

The group is on Thursday mornings from 10.30am to 12pm during school terms.  It costs $35.00 per term per family.  Families need to bring a healthy snack and drink for their child. 

If you would like to attend the playgroup please book by telephoning Angel Shea on 9841 4215.
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Family Law Advice Service for Women

The Victorian Immigrant and refugee Women’s Coalition are offering culturally appropriate legal help in Family Law, Intervention Orders, Effects on Migration matters, Property Settlement and Divorce by qualified and experienced women lawyers with sensitivity towards immigrant and refugee women.

Legal advice is available by appointment face to face or over the phone by contacting Victorian Immigrant and Refugee Women’s Coalition at the Queen Victoria Women’s Centre, Level 4, 210 Lonsdale Street, Melbourne on phone 9654 1243 or Email virwc@virwc.org.au.
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Workshops for VCE Students

Youth Connextions and Whitehorse Manningham Regional Library Corporation are holding study workshops for VCE students from CALD backgrounds.  The sessions will be held fortnightly at the Box Hill Library,1040 Whitehorse Road, Box Hill from 4pm to 6pm.

Remaining topics are:

30th August

VTAC/Enter Score and SEAS

13th September
Preparing for exams

27th September
Life long learning

11th October

TAFE and other options

25th October

Career pathways and advice

To register call the Box Hill Library on 9890 1002.  For further information contact Natalia at Youth Connextions on 9898 9340 or text 0400 062 984.
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