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[image: image2.wmf]Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
The staff at the Migrant Information Centre wishes you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and we look forward to working with you in 2011.

The Migrant Information Centre will be open during the festive season except on public holidays. 

(          (          (
Hip Hop Dance Celebration
All are welcome to attend the Hip Hop Dance performance facilitated by the Migrant Information Centre youth team.
The performance will be held on Friday 17th December at 3.30pm to 5.30pm at EV’s Youth Centre, 212 Mount Dandenong Road, Croydon. 
The program has been funded by the Australian Government Department of Immigration and Citizenship under the Settlement Grants Program funding program and Youth Connections.

For further information, please call Jacquie Arulanandam on telephone 9285 4888 or Mobile 0432 738 762.
(          (          (
Leadership Group for Young Sudanese Men

The last session of a group for young Sudanese men aged 15 to 22 years will be held on Thursday 16th December from 3pm to 6pm at the Mitcham Baptist Church, 8-12 Simla Street Mitcham 3132.  
At the conclusion of the eight-week program, participants will be invited to become young leaders, organizing and participating in on-going activities, such as trips to the beach, a soccer competition and providing cultural presentations and training for service providers.  
This project is funded by the City of Whitehorse.  For further information or to make a referral, contact Saturnino Onyala on telephone 9285 4888 or Email: sonyala@miceastmelb.com.au. 

MIC AGED & DISABILITY SERVICES TEAM

News from the MIC Aged and Disability Services Team

The Migrant Information Centre Aged and Disability Team implements a number of projects funded through local, state and commonwealth governments that target the aged and disability services area.  These include:

· Multicultural Equity and Access Program
· Community Partners Program
· Inner East Social Inclusion Initiative Mobilising Communities Project
· Telstra Connecting Seniors Project 2010
· Dementia Awareness in CALD communities across the Generations
We work closely with aged and disability service providers and individuals or groups from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds to assist with the provision of culturally appropriate services and improving access to services.  To find out more please contact Sharon Porteous on 9275 6905.

(          (          (
Cultural Briefings and Cultural Awareness Training

The new calendar of cultural briefings and training is available now.  Sessions planned for January to June 2011 are:

Understanding Sri Lankan Culture
When: Friday 25 February 2011

Time: 10am to 12.45pm

Where: Meeting Room, Wheelers Hill Library, 

860 Ferntree Gully Road, Glen Waverley 3150

Understanding Buddhism 

When: Wednesday 16 March 2011

Time: 9:15am to 12pm

Where: Willis Room, Whitehorse Civic Centre,

379-397 Whitehorse Road, Nunawading 3131

Working Effectively with the Indian Community
When: Thursday 24 March 2011
Time: 10am to 12.45pm

Where: Meeting Room, Wheelers Hill Library, 

860 Ferntree Gully Road, Glen Waverley 3150

How to Use Interpreters and Translators

When: Wednesday 6 April 2011

Time:  9:15am to 12 pm

Where: Heide Room, Manningham City Council

699 Doncaster Road, Doncaster 3108

Engaging with and Promoting your service to CALD communities

When: Thursday 12 May 2011

Time: 9.15 am to 12 pm

Where: Heide Room, Manningham City Council

699 Doncaster Road, Doncaster 3108

Understanding Korean Culture

When: Wednesday 18 May 2011

Time: 9:15am to 12pm

Where: Willis Room, Whitehorse Civic Centre, 

379-397 Whitehorse Rd, Nunawading 3131

Exploring Cultural Festivals
When: Wednesday, 29 June 2011

Time: 1.15 pm to 4.30pm

Where: Meeting Room, Balwyn Library,
336 Whitehorse Road,  Balwyn 3103

MEAP also provides in-house training for HACC funded organisations. Training can be tailored to meet your organisation’s needs.

For further information and to receive a registration form please contact Wanling Zhang on 9275 6904 or Email wzhang@miceastmelb.com.au (priority is given to HACC funded agencies).

(          (          (
EMR CALD Aged Care Network

The next meeting of the EMR CALD Aged Care Network is scheduled for Wednesday 23 February from 10am to 12 midday in the Matsudo Room, Box Hill Town Hall, Whitehorse Road, Box Hill.  Please ensure you check parking signs as we cannot provide permit parking for attendees.
For more information or to be added to the mailing list for the Network please contact Sharon Porteous on 9275 6905 or Email sporteous@miceastmelb.com.au.
(          (          (
New Cultural Resources available for Service Providers
The Cultural Planning Checklist, Cultural Planning Template and Tips on cultural Planning Help Sheet will assist organisations to develop and implement their cultural plans to provide services to clients from culturally diverse backgrounds. 

The following cultural profiles were updated from the 2004 Home and Personal Care Kit to assist aged care workers in providing culturally sensitive care and effective communication for their CALD clients: Arabic, Cambodian, Chinese, Dutch, Greek, Hungarian, Indian, Italian, polish, Sri Lankan, and Vietnamese. You can access these from this website address: http://www.miceastmelb.com.au/culturalresources.htm.
(          (          (
Other activities happening in December
· Community Partners Program is working with Korean seniors delivering information sessions and is organising cultural celebration days within aged care facilities

· Telstra Connected Seniors Project is delivering mobile phone and internet sessions to Indo-Chinese, Lao, Polish, Filipino, Indian and Cambodian Seniors

EDUCATION
Certificate III in ESL (Employment) 

English for Bilingual Health and Community Work
NMIT (Collingwood campus) is running ‘Certificate III in ESL (Employment), English for Bilingual Health and Community Work’.  This course comprises Certificate III in ESL, an accredited intermediate English language course that will help students to develop English language skills, and the Certificate II in Community Services, which will give students skills and knowledge relevant to further study or work in the health and community services sector.  
The course includes a work placement in a health or community organisation.  On successful completion of this course, students may undertake further study or apply for entry level employment as bilingual workers in the Health and Community Services sector.  
The course runs from 7th February to 26th November 2011 and is full time (20 hours per week).  For further information and enrolment contact the Vocational Pathways Departmen on 9269 8380 or call in to Building A, Room 701, 20 Otter Street, Collingwood.
(          (          (
Certificate III in ESL (Employment)

English for Teacher Aide

NMIT (Collingwood Campus) is running ‘Certificate III in ESL (Employment), English for Teacher Aide’, which also includes Certificate II in General Education for Adults.  The course is designed for students who would like to take the opportunity to continue their career in education or explore the possibilities of a career in education.  
The course allows students to study English, learn about employment and living skills, become informed about the Australian education system and improve their knowledge and language skills needed for employment in the education system.  

The course runs from 7th February to 26th November 2011 and is full time (20 hours per week).  For further information and enrolment contact the Vocational Pathways Department on 9269 8380.
(          (          (
Certificate III in Children’s Services

AMES in Box Hill is running a Certificate III in Children’s Services from February to June 2011.  The full time course comprises 3 days of study and 2 days work placement per week.  Work placements will be organised by AMES.  

An information session for people interested in the course will be held on Wednesday 17th November, 6pm to 8pm at AMES Box Hill, 34-36 Prospect St, Box Hill Vic 3128.  For further information please call 9890 0425.  
EXHIBITIONS
Fighting for Equality Exhibition

The exhibition explores the stories and experiences of people with disabilities from ethnic backgrounds, their carers and families.  The exhibition was prepared in partnership with ADEC and the Immigration Museum. 
The exhibition is open for six months from 26th October 2010 to 1st May 2011, between 10am to 5pm at the Immigration Museum, 400 Flinders Street, Melbourne.  The cost of entry is $8 for adults and free for children and concession. 
For more information visit the Immigration Museum website at http://museumvictoria.com.au/immigrationmuseum/. 

REPORT
Report on Barriers for CALD Women to the Justice System
InTouch (formerly known as the Immigrant Women’s Domestic Violence Service) has just published a report entitled ‘I lived in fear because I knew nothing:’ Barriers to the justice system faced by CALD women experiencing family violence. 
The report was funded by the Victoria Law Foundation and arose from a concern for the compromised safety and wellbeing of CALD women and their children due to the various barriers they face in accessing the justice system.  The report explores in detail the nature and extent of these barriers and makes recommendations for change. 

The publication can be downloaded free of charge from the website www.intouch.asn.au or you can receive a hardcopy version by telephoning 8413 6899 (no fees apply to not-for-profit organisations).

YOUTH
Freestyle C.G.E.A.
The Freestyle C.G.E.A. is designed for 14 to 18 year olds who have had disrupted schooling.  It is an interactive and hands-on program which allows students to fill their existing skill and knowledge gaps by providing individualised support, interactive teaching methods and smaller group sizes in our adult learning environment.
The Freestyles Certificate of General Education for Adults is a program designed for young people who have not completed secondary school and would like to improve their literacy, basic maths and general education.
The program will include:

· Art/Music/Multimedia – Airbrush Art Project

· Personal development – learning more about yourself, others and learning to work together as a team

· Work related skills – learning about the world of work, your rights responsibilities and future career options

· Outdoor education – Outdoor activities including day walks in National Parks and a multi-day excursion to Wilsons Promontory

The focus of the program is to engage learners who have not functioned well in the traditional classroom environment and provide them with skills and knowledge necessary to prepare them for further education, training or employment.

The first semester will be held from 8th February to the 1st July at K.Y.M., 673 Mountain Highway, Bayswater.

For further information, please call Michelle Inglese or Fiona Inglise on 9722 5777.

This newsletter produced by the Migrant Information Centre received funding from the Australian Government, Department of Immigration and Citizenship under the Settlement Grants Program funding program.
To submit an item for the next edition of Eastern Multicultural News please contact Judy McDougall at the MIC by email jmcdougall@miceastmelb.com.au. 
All items must be submitted by the last Friday of the month to be included in the following month’s news. 

Eastern Multicultural News will be distributed by the first Friday of the month.
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