
Eastern Multicultural News

A.B.N. 27 084 251 669




EDITION 70 - March 2007

MIC NEWS

Chin Cross Cultural Training

The Migrant Information Centre is facilitating Chin Cross Cultural Training for service providers.  The training aims to increase knowledge and understanding of Chin culture and family traditions, health practices, refugee experiences and settlement issues.

All places have been filled for the training which is scheduled at 9.30am to 12.30pm on Monday 26th March at the Migrant Information Centre, Meeting Room D (Upper Floor), 27 Bank Street, Box Hill.  However, a waiting list has been established and if there are a sufficient number of people who would like to attend, a second session will be held in April. 

To register on the waiting list, contact the Migrant Information Centre on 9285 4888.  For further information, please contact Judy McDougall on phone 9285 4888 or Email jmcdougall@miceastmelb.com.au.  

(          (          (
Chin Women’s Group

The Chin women’s group provides opportunities for English conversation, information sessions to increase community understanding of services and Australian culture as well as an opportunity for a playgroup and social and recreational activities for women and children.  

In partnership with Women’s Health East, in Term 1 2007, the group will focus on leadership skills.  The group will meet in Term 1 2007 at 1.30pm to 3.30pm from Tuesday 6th February 2007 to 27th March 2007 at the Croydon Uniting Church, 6 Tallent Street (corner of Croydon Road and Tallent Street), Croydon.

For further information, please contact Judy McDougall on phone 9285 4888 or Email jmcdougall@miceastmelb.com.au.  

(          (          (
Chinese Cross Cultural Training

The Migrant Information Centre is facilitating Chinese Cross Cultural Training for service providers in the City of Manningham.  The training aims to increase knowledge and understanding of Chinese culture and family traditions, the diversity of Chinese communities in the City of Manningham, settlement issues that impact on families, cultural issues that impact on family relationships and parenting in Australia, solving problems in families and attitudes to support services and strategies for working with Chinese families.

The training session will be held at 9.30am to 12.30pm on Monday 16th April at the Manningham Community Health Centre, 1/1020 Doncaster Road (corner of Doncaster and Blackburn Roads) Doncaster East.  Parking is available in Franklin Road off Blackburn Road.  The training is free and a light lunch will be served at 12.30pm.

Places are limited.  To register, contact the Migrant Information Centre on 9285 4888.  For further information, please contact Wanling Zhang on phone 9285 4888 or Email wzhang@miceastmelb.com.au.  

(          (          (
Harmony Day Celebration– Launch of the Youth and Media Project

To celebrate Harmony Day the Migrant Information Centre is launching an exciting new project for young people that includes training twenty youth aged 17 to 25 years interested in learning about the way negative media impacts on targeted cultural and ethnic groups, as well as the broader society.  

The project, which is funded by the Department of Immigration and Citizenship Living in Harmony Program, will support youth and equip them with the skills to organise forums and present to their peers on how to analyse media reports and constructively respond to negative images of ethnic groups in the media.

The launch will be held at 7pm to 8.30pm on Monday 19th March 2007 at the Box Hill Town Hall Whitehorse Room, 1022 Maroondah Highway Box Hill.  The Keynote Speaker is Waleed Ali, a board member and media spokesperson for the Islamic Council of Victoria.  He is a regular writer for various newspapers around Australia including The Australian, The Sydney Morning Herald and The Age.  He is a regular co-presenter on the conversation hour with Jon Faine on ABC Radio Melbourne and he is a panellist on the Muslim TV chat show “Salem Café”.  In addition, youth participants will talk about what motivated them to be involved and what they hope the project will achieve.  Refreshments will be provided.

To register for the launch, contact the Migrant Information Centre on 9285 4888 or Kate Wilde, Project Worker on 0419 810 002 or Email k.wilde@theworkshop.id.au. 

(          (          (
Multicultural Equity and Access Program – 
Understanding People from CALD Backgrounds February to June 2007 Program

	Topics
	Date
	Time
	Venue

	Macedonian Culture

Presenter:

Diana Sterjovska

Macedonian Welfare Association
	Friday

23 March 2007
	10.15am to 12.45pm
	Wheelers Hill Library Meeting Room, 860 Ferntree Gully Road, Wheelers Hill 3150

	Sri Lankan Culture

Presenter:

Jacqueline Arulanandam
	Monday

5 March 2007
	2.00pm to 4.30pm
	Wheelers Hill Library Meeting Room, 860 Ferntree Gully Road, Wheelers Hill 3150

	(The content of each session is the same, please choose a date that suits)
	Tuesday

24 April 2007
	9.30am to 12.00pm
	Whitehorse Room, Box Hill Town Hall, Whitehorse Road, Box Hill.


	Topics
	Date
	Time
	Venue

	South Sudanese Culture

Presenter:

Nyadang Dei Wal
	Wednesday

30 May 2007
	9:30am to

12:00pm
	Whitehorse Room, Box Hill Town Hall, Whitehorse Road, Box Hill.


All Cultural training sessions will cover local demographics, customs and beliefs, health issues, attitude towards older people and aged care, and barriers in accessing services.  

To obtain registration forms or for further information, please contact Wina Kung on 9285 4888 or Email wkung@miceastmelb.com.au. 

(          (          (
My Dress, My Image, My Choice

The Migrant Information Centre in partnership with the South Central Region Migrant Resource Centre and the City of Kingston will hold a women’s only event “My Dress, My Image, My Choice” at 11am to 2pm on Thursday 29th March 2007 at the Kingston City Hall Banquet Hall, 985 Nepean Highway, Moorabbin.  The cost is $10 ($5 concession).

All women are invited to hear speakers talk about the Islamic dress code particularly for women and what Islam means to them.  The event includes a fashion parade and lunch as well as the opportunity for Muslim and non-Muslim women to meet in a friendly environment.  The event aims to increase harmony and understanding between Muslim and non-Muslim women and reduce negative stereotyping.

Places are limited.  For bookings or further information contact the Migrant Information Centre on phone 9285 4888 or Email Judy McDougall on jmcdougall@miceastmelb.com.au.

(          (          (
Private Rental Project

The Migrant Information Centre received funding from the Department of Consumer Affairs Property Fund to establish and implement a one-year project in partnership with Southern Central Migrant Resource Centre to support newly arrived refugee families to secure private rental housing.

The research report “Finding a Home – A Research Report on Supporting Newly Arrived Migrants and Refugees to Secure Housing” has been completed.  The report outlines the findings on consultations with newly arrived communities and real estate agents and provides directions for community education programs to increase community understanding of housing in Victoria and the process for obtaining and maintaining private rental housing, education programs for real estate agents and a service model for assisting newly arrived migrants and refugees to secure private rental housing.  The report is available on the MIC’s website www.miceastmelb.com.au/research.htm.  

The proposed service model and education programs will be evaluated to measure the success of the programs in achieving positive housing outcomes for newly arrived migrants and refugees in the private rental market.

The next meetings of the steering committee will be held at 10am to 12pm, on Wednesday 7th March at New Hope Foundation Employment Services, 24 Chester Street, Oakleigh and at 10am to 12pm on Wednesday 4th April at the Whitehorse Hub Room B, 27 Bank Street, Box Hill.  

If you would like to be on the steering committee or you require further information, please contact Judy McDougall on telephone 9873 1666 or Email jmcdougall@miceastmelb.com.au.

(          (          (
Southern Sudanese Women’s Group

The Southern Sudanese Women’s Group will continue to meet in Term 1 until the 28th March 2007.  The group meets at 6pm to 8.30pm on Wednesdays at the East Ringwood Anglican Church Hall, 47 Patterson Street, East Ringwood.

The group are building on the skills developed as part of the leadership program facilitated in 2006 to plan activities to meet the needs of the Sudanese community.  

For further information, please contact Ngadang Dei Wal on Tuesdays and Wednesdays or Judy McDougall on phone 9285 4888 or Email ndeiwal@miceastmelb.com.au or jmcdougall@miceastmelb.com.au.  

(          (          (
Sri Lankan Healthy Ageing Forum

The Migrant Information Centre Dementia and CALD Communities Project and the Monash Sri Lankan Project will hold a forum for the Sri Lankan in the City of Monash on healthy ageing.  The forum will include presentations on nutrition, healthy exercise and maintaining emotional well being in older people including strategies to minimise the risk of developing dementia.

The forum will be held at 12pm to 4.30pm on Saturday the 31st March 2007 at the Mount Waverley Community Centre, 47 Miller Crescent, Mount Waverley.  Tamil and Sinhalese interpreters will be available.

To register or for further information, please contact Robyn Kilpatrick or Judy McDougall on 9285 4888 or Email jmcdougall@miceastmelb.com.au. 

CROSS CULTURAL AWARENESS

A Cross Cultural Forum - Understanding Islam, the Muslim Community and the Impact on Services

This forum will provide participants with an understanding of the Muslim community in Australia and barriers which prevent access to services.  The forum will cover a range of topics including an overview of Islam, understanding the myths and misconceptions regarding the Muslim community in Australia, customs and cultural expectations, improving cultural sensitivity and an overview of resources available.

Speakers include Mrs Manar Chelebi – Executive Officer, Australian Council Of Islamic Education in Schools & Diversity Consultant and Mr Yassaer Soliman, President of Islamic Family and child Care Agency.

The forum will be held at 9.30am to 12pm on Friday 11th May 2007 at DASSI training rooms, 86-88 Herbert, Northcote.  The cost is $44 per person payable in advance.

Participants can book online at www.prioletticonsultants.com.au or Email priocons@ihug.com.au. 

(          (          (
Muslims in Australia Workshops and Tours
Diversity Connect International arrange workshops and tours of Mosques to increase community understanding of Muslims in Australia.  Professional consultants provide an insight into the lives of Australian Muslims and conduct walking tours of Islamic venues including a Mosque.  

The next tour will be held at 11am to 2pm on Saturday 3rd March 2007.  Participants will meet on Sydney Road Coburg/Brunswick and the cost is $30 per person.  Prepayment is required and bookings should be made by 24th February 2007 by sending an Email to manar@diversityconnect.com.au.  Once payment is received further details of the tour will be sent.

For bookings or further information, please contact Manar Chelebi on 0413 607 970 or Email manar@diversityconnect.com.au.

DISABILITY SERVICES

Manningham YMCA Youth Services 

The Manningham YMCA is holding a TwYlight Disability Disco.  This event if exclusively for young people living with disability and special needs.  The night includes music, dancing, prizes and giveaways.  

The disco will be held on 17th March between 7pm and 10pm at the Doncaster Senior Citizens Centre, Corner of Dehnert Street and Doncaster Road.  There is a $10.00 entry fee and carers can enter for free.  

For further information or to book please contact Heidi on 9848 9544or email heidi.buhner@ymca.org.au. 

(          (          (
Oasis Chinese Group

The Kew Neighbourhood House offers a group that allows Chinese-speaking people with a disability and their carers to join with others in recreational, social and support activities.  Activities and speakers are organised around the interests of participants.

The group meets each Tuesday between 11am and 2pm and a light meal is provided.  For further information please contact Helen Lin on 9853 3126. 

In addition, Ability @ Work is a program that offers work placement and volunteer opportunities for people of varying abilities.  The group meets on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9am to 4pm.  For further information contact Lisa Kendall on phone 9853 3126.

(          (          (
Sport and Active Recreation Respite Program

Eastern Recreation & Leisure Service (ERLS) is a not-for-profit, community organisation that is committed to developing and supporting accessible and inclusive sport and recreation environments to increase the participation of people of all abilities in the community.

The ERLS Sport & Active Recreation respite program currently runs 33 overnight ‘trips’ each year and makes the most of this time by introducing participants to a range of accessible, inclusive and welcoming sport and recreation clubs, organisations and community events across the Eastern Region of Melbourne. 
Each trip features local sport and recreation clubs and organisations that are proudly working to ensure all members of the community are welcome and have opportunities to be involved.  This is so everyone gets to share and enjoy the enthusiasm and energy that inclusive sport and recreation generates.  

Participation does not just mean playing the sport itself.  Clubs and organisations welcome spectators, new club members and supporters and are always in need of more volunteers.  The ERLS team have the know-how and commitment to support these clubs through the ERLS Access for All Abilities Program whilst the ERLS Sport and Active Recreation Respite Program champions people with a disability to fully explore these new possibilities to suit their individual interests and lifestyles.  

The trips currently begin Friday evenings at 6pm and finishes 5pm on Saturday and run regularly throughout the year.

Participants will be eligible if they: 

· Possess a keen interest to explore and participate in community sport & active recreation.

· Reside in the Eastern Region, including the Shire of Yarra Ranges.

· Are aged 16 years and older.

· Reside full- time with a parent or a voluntary carer. 

For more information please contact the ERLS Sport & Active Recreation Respite Co-ordinator, Kathleen McDonnell on 9848 9204 or email respite@erls.net.

ESL PROGRAMS

AMES Volunteer Tutor Program

The AMES Volunteer Tutor Program has trained volunteers to assist adult migrants and refugees with English and settlement skills.  Sessions for individuals or small groups are held in the home. 

Conversation classes and sewing classes are held in Bayswater on Mondays at 1pm to 3pm during school terms.  

For further information or to request a volunteer, please contact Gitta Clayton on 9738 0862 or Email claytong@ames.net.au.

(          (          (
CAE Certificate 3 in ESL for Bilingual Community Work

The CAE is offering a new full time course in Certificate 3 ESL Bilingual Community Work.  The course offers the combination of the English language and five units from the Community Services Course as well as five weeks work placement organised by the Community Services Department.  This course begins on the 5th March 2007.

To access course information, Email access@cae.edu.au or access the website www.cae.edu.au. 

(          (          (
English classes at Kew Neighbourhood House

English as a second language classes are offered at Kew Neighbourhood House to improve spoken, reading and written English skills.  The courses offered provide opportunities to complete modules in Certificates I and II (Access) and Certificate III in English as a second language (Employment).

ESL 1 (Access) classes are held on Thursdays 9.30am to 12.30pm; ESL 2 (Access) on Mondays at 9.30am to 12.30pm; ESL 3 (Employment) on Wednesdays at 9.30am to 12.30pm and ESL 2/3 Conversation on Tuesdays at 9.30am to 11.30am.

For further information or to arrange an interview please contact Robin or Avril on 9853 3126.

(          (          (
Multicultural Programs for Older People

The Hawthorn Community Education Centre is facilitating English classes for older people in the community presented over 4 terms.  The program includes:

· A multicultural activity and discussion, client-centred group facilitated by permanent staff, for mainly older people from local and other cultures,

· One-on one tutoring and mentoring for our clients as appropriate to their needs and availability, and

· A multicultural literacy for living class, including basic numeracy concepts, presented in 4 terms over the year.

Clients are welcome to join the group anytime throughout the year.

For further information, please contact Anita Tonkes on phone 9819 5758 or Email anitat@hcec.edu.au. 

(          (          (
Workplace English

Holmesglen TAFE Language Centre (Chadstone Campus) is facilitating a course on Workplace English, which is available for AMEP eligible clients who want to improve their English skills to work in Australia.

For more information about the course, please contact Holmesglen Language Centre on 9564 1978.

(          (          (
English for Childbirth

English for Childbirth classes are for AMEP eligible clients who wish to learn English and the language of English for childbirth.  The classes will be held on Friday mornings from 9am to 11am.

For more information, please contact reception at Box Hill AMES on 9890 0425. 

(          (          (
Orana Neighbourhood House

Orana Neighbourhood House is offering a course to learn English conversation, reading and writing as well as Australian culture and citizenship information.

Classes commenced on the 12th February from 9.30am to 12.30pm for conversation and listening skills.  Concessions rates are offered.

For further information, please contact Leeann Herman on 9801 1895 or Email onh@netspace.net.au. 

(          (          (
Power Neighbourhood House

The Power Neighbourhood House is offering a weekly course in English conversation and writing.  This is a weekly program whereby people of all nationalities can come and improve their English skills in a friendly multicultural setting.  The cost is $6 per two-hour session.

For further information or to enrol, please contact Carol Berger on 9807 3589 or Email powerhse@vicnet.net.au. 

HEALTH

Breast Screen for Chinese Women

Screening sessions for Chinese-speaking women were introduced at Box Hill Breast Screen in mid 2006 and have proved very successful.  These sessions occur every second Thursday from 1pm to 3pm, with the aim being to make the screening process easier and more comfortable for Chinese women.  During the sessions a Chinese interpreter (speaking both Mandarin and Cantonese) is present to assist women to complete paperwork, and have a mammogram. 

Laminated fliers promoting the Chinese sessions (both Chinese and English fliers) are available for display at your agency/clinic by phoning Mary-Anne Dennemoser at Maroondah Breast Screen on 9870 0988.  If you require more information or resources please contact Mary-Anne.

The Breast Screen program also provides free interpreters for appointment bookings; free interpreters for screening and assessment; free transport for group bookings, and free culturally appropriate education sessions. 

Breast Screen Victoria is part of a national breast cancer-screening program inviting women aged 50 and over to have a free screening mammogram every two years. Breast Screen Victoria aims to reduce deaths from breast cancer through early detection of the disease.  For a free appointment call 13 20 50.

(          (          ( 

Bulleen & Templestowe Community House

The Bulleen and Templestowe Community House is holding a special Women’s Health Day with a presentation by Amanda Kendall from Keystone Inner Eastern Mental Health on the importance of women making time to look after themselves and learning how to say no and not always putting their own needs after everyone else’s.  Participants then have a choice of workshops where the focus is YOU.  A light lunch will be provided.

The event will be held at 11am to 3pm on Thursday 8th March.  The fee is $13.00 including lunch.  Bookings required.

For bookings or further information, contact Sandra Thurtell on 9850 3687 or Email office@batch.org.au. 

(          (          ( 

Diabetes Education Program for Chinese Community

Mandarin or Cantonese diabetes education programs are available for the Chinese community in Chinese.  No interpreters are required as the GP, Dietitian and Diabetes Educator speak Mandarin and Cantonese fluently.  

The program aims to increase community understanding of diabetes, healthy eating and nutrition, home blood glucose monitoring, where to get discounted diabetes equipment and supplies, how to prevent the complications of diabetes and much, much more.

Programs are held at Whitehorse Community Health Centre, 43 Carrington Road, Box Hill or Manningham Community Health Centre, 1020 Doncaster Road, East Doncaster.  The fee is $30.00 for the complete program.

For bookings and enquiries please contact Canny Ying on 8843 2221 (please call on Wednesdays; all other time please leaves a message).

This program is a joint initiative between the Whitehorse Division of General Practice, Manningham Community Health Service, Whitehorse Community Health Service, Knox Community Health Service and the Migrant Information Centre.

(          (          ( 

Fitness and Well Being – Bringing People Together

The Kew Neighbourhood House is facilitating a monthly walking group that explores the Yarra Trails on foot.  Walks in the past have included CERES, Studley park Boathouse and the Heidi Gallery.

Participants are required to bring walking shoes, drinking water, snacks, a hat and wet weather gear.  The walking group meets at 10.30am to 2.30pm on the first Wednesday of the month during school terms – 7th March, 2nd May and 6th June.  The activity is free.

In addition, health promotion lunches are held on the last Wednesday of the month – 28th March, 30th May and 27th June.  The lunches are an ideal opportunity to come together for lunch and to hear a guest speaker discuss topics of interest on health and well being.  A donation of $5 is required.
For further information, please contact Jasmine Powell on phone 9853 3126 or Email kewnh@netspace.net.au. 

HOUSING

Housing Services Forum 

The Tenants Union of Victoria is holding a Housing Services Forum.  The forum will provide workers in community and social service organisations with information about housing advice, advocacy and support services and housing related complaints processes.  Guest speakers at the forum include representatives from the Office of Housing, Consumer Affairs Victoria, Victorian Equal Opportunity and Human Rights Commission, Dispute Settlement Centre of Victoria and the Tenants Union of Victoria.

The forum will be held on Wednesday 28th March in the Yarra Room at the Melbourne Town Hall from 9.00am to 4.30pm.  

For further information please contact Melinda Tew on phone 9411 1412 or Email mtew@tuv.org.au. 

REFUGEES

Refugee Week 2007 

The Refugee Council of Victoria is encouraging organisations around Australia to celebrate Refugee Week in 2007 will be held from Sunday 17th June to Saturday 24th June.  This date coincides with the celebration of World Refugee Day on the 20th June and offers greater opportunities for creating awareness of local, national and international issues affecting refugees.
The recommended theme for Refugee Week in Australia is “The Voices of Young Refugees”.  This theme is a local adaptation of the UNHCR’s focus for World Refugee Day, which will be on the unheard voices of refugee children.  The Australian theme broadens the focus to teenagers and young adults as well and gives plenty of scope for highlighting the experience, talents, contributions and voices of young refugees.

The Refugee Council is keen to promote any events held as part of Refugee Week.  Please send details of any local, regional or national events to the Refugee Council on Email info@refugeecouncil.org.au. 
VOLUNTEERS

Bi Lingual Volunteers
The Volunteer Alliance at Ashburton Support Services needs volunteers who speak community languages.  The volunteers are needed to provide social support to frail elderly people in the Ashburton/Glen Iris areas.  A variety of roles are on offer and free training opportunities are available to all volunteers.  

For further information please contact Nancy Groll on phone 9885 3815 or Email volunteeralliance@ashburtonsupportservices.com.  

(          (          ( 

Eastern Volunteer Resource Centre

The Eastern Volunteer Resource Centre (EVRC) has opened an outreach office in Box Hill, Suite 14, 27 Bank Street, Box Hill.  Staff will be available to meet with prospective volunteers on Mondays and Wednesdays, please phone Ringwood office for an appointment.  Phone numbers for the main office in Ringwood which has recently relocated remain the same:  EVRC 9870 7822, ETR 9879 6975, ETAN 9870 9393.
Training and Workshops for 2007 are free and commence at 9.30am.  Training sessions finish at 11.30am and Workshops finish at 12.30pm.  If you are interested in any of the following, please ring 9879 7822 for details and bookings.
Introduction to Volunteer Training:
Sessions will be held on Tuesdays 27th March, 24th April, 29th May, 26th June, 24th July, 23rd August, 25th September, 23rd October and 27th November.
Workshops:
Years Ahead Presentation, Tuesday 13th March, combined presentation by RACV and Victoria Police.
Centrelink Presentation for Volunteers, Tuesday 17th April, presented by Centrelink.
Volunteers with Disabilities - an untapped resource, Tuesday 8th May, presented by Scope.
The Corporate Volunteer, Tuesday 5th June, presented by Volunteering Victoria.
Placing CALD Volunteers, Tuesday 10th July, presented by Migrant Information Centre.
Strategies for Tackling Challenging Behaviour, Tuesday 14th August, presented by Janet Myers-Creed.
COTA – Volunteering as an Activity, Tuesday 11th September, Presented by COTA.
Occupational Health & Safety for Managers of Volunteers, Tuesday 9th October, presented by Robyn Rourke.
Working with Children and Disabilities, Tuesday 13th November, presented by Janet Myers-Creed. 
For further information please contact Teresa Odonnell, Recruitment Co-ordinator on 9870 7822.

(          (          (
Hungarian Speaking Volunteers Required

The Volunteer Alliance needs Hungarian speaking volunteers who are interested in helping an elderly Hungarian woman participate in activities at the Elsie Salter House.  The Elsie Salter House is a day centre in Ashburton for people experiencing dementia.  Volunteers are required on Tuesdays or Fridays from 9.30am to 3pm.  Morning tea and lunch will be provided.  
For further information please contact Nancy Groll on phone 9885 3815 or Email volunteeralliance@ashburtonsupportservices.com.  

(          (          ( 

Monash Volunteer Resource Centre

Chinese Volunteers

If you are considering volunteering, MVRC has a Mandarin/Cantonese speaking volunteer information officer available on Wednesdays between 9.30am and 3pm.  Please ring 9539 4533 and leave a message.

TRAINING AND WORKSHOPS 2007

Introduction to Volunteer Training 2007

Sessions will be held on the second Tuesday of each month at 9.30am to 11.30am on 13th March 17th April, 8th May, 12th June, 10th July, 14th August, 11th September, 9th October, 13th November and 11th December.

Workshops for Community Service Organisations

Working with Challenging Volunteers, Wednesday 14th March, 10am to 12pm – Facilitator: Jane Johnson

Retaining and Recognising your Volunteers, Wednesday 11th April, 10am to 12pm - Facilitator: Jane Johnson
Cultural Diversity in our Community, Wednesday 2nd May, 10am to 12pm - Facilitator: Judy McDougall
Submission Writing, Wednesday 13th June, 10am to 12pm - Facilitator: Jane Johnson  

Publicity and Writing Press Releases, Wednesday 11th July, 10am to 12pm - Facilitator: Jane Johnson
How to manage your Volunteer Program, Wednesday 8th August, 10am to 12pm - Facilitator: Jane Johnson
Taking Care of Yourself, Wednesday 31st October, 9.30am to 11.30am - Facilitator: Janet Myers-Creed
Guardian and Administrative Services, Wednesday 21st November, 9.30am to 11.30am – Facilitator: Janet Myers-Creed

Workshops 

Safe Food Practices, Wednesday 28th March - Facilitator: City of Monash.

Grief and Loss, Wednesday 30th May - Facilitator: Susanne Baxandall.

Communicating with People with a Disability, Wednesday 27th June - Facilitator: Janet Myers-Creed.

Behavioral Management, Wednesday 18th July - Facilitator: Janet Myers-Creed.

Communication Skills and Conflict Resolution, Wednesday 29th August - Facilitator: Janet Myers-Creed.

Elder Abuse, Wednesday 26th September - Facilitator: Janet Myers-Creed.

Transport and Transfers with Client Aids, (1.30pm to 3.30pm) Wednesday 31st October - Facilitator: Sue Bower.

Guardian and Administrative Services, Wednesday 21st November - Facilitator: Janet Myers-Creed.

Centrelink Information Sessions:

Sessions are held for Centrelink Customers on the fourth Tuesday of each month from 10am to 11am, 27th March, 24th April, 22nd May, 26th June, 24th July, 28th August, 25th September, 23rd October and 27th November.

All sessions are free of charge and bookings are essential.  Dates and venues are subject to confirmation.  Please arrive 15 minutes prior, as late arrivals will not be admitted.  If you are interested in attending training and workshops please contact: Monash Volunteer Resource Centre on phone 9562 0414, Fax: 9562 0411 or Email: mvrc@iinet.net.au.

Street parking is limited to 2 hours.  Four hour parking is available across the road and at Centrelink, which is located in Bogong Ave.  Participants are asked not to park on the premises of Monash Volunteer Resource Centre.

YOUTH AND FAMILY SUPPORT

Connections Chinese Family Services Project

In the City of Monash Chinese languages are now the most commonly spoken languages other than English.  The Chinese Family Services Project is an initiative of Connections funded by the City of Monash.
In the City of Monash Chinese languages are now the most commonly spoken languages other than English.  The Chinese Family Services Project is an initiative of Connections funded by the City of Monash.

Karen Ching is the newly appointed Chinese Family Services Project Worker.  Karen has a Community Development studies background and she has been working in the community and children’s services of the public and community sectors in past years. 

This project, which is targeted at Chinese speaking families residing in the City of Monash, includes culturally specific support such as community education, parenting support groups and playgroups.

For further information, contact Karen Ching on phone 9560 1225 or Email karen.ching@connections.org.au. 

(          (          (
Croydon Hills Baptist Church – The Gumnut Playgroup

The Croydon Hills Baptist Church Gumnut Playgroup is a playgroup especially for families new to Australia.  Newly arrived parents and children can come to make friends and learn more about living in a new country.  Parents can practice English and children can have fun playing and learning in a happy environment.

The group will meet every Wednesday from 12.30pm to 2.30pm in school terms at Croydon Hills Baptist Church, 6-8 Bemboka Road, Croydon Hills (Melway Map 36 D11).

For further information and to book a place, please contact Susan Muller on phone 9735 3474.

(          (          (
Kids in the Park

Relationships Australia and Mensline Australia is holding activities in the park for dads and their children.  The program is for two hours and is aimed at encouraging dads to share time with their kids.  It will be informal and activities and refreshments will be provided.  There is no age limit for either dads or their kids.  The afternoon activities will include opportunities to find out more about the other programs offered by the Men and Family Relationships program (seminars, group work and individual one-to-one sessions on “Renovating Relationships” or “Fathering after Separation”). 

The activities in the park will be held on Saturday 18th March in Croydon.  To register and for further information, please contact Relationships Australia Croydon on phone 9725 9964. 

(          (          ( 

Multicultural Story Times in Mandarin and Greek - Monash Public Library

Story times in Chinese (Mandarin) are held on the third Monday of each month at 11am, until October 2007, at Glen Waverley Library, 112 Kingsway, Glen Waverley.  There are stories, songs and a craft activity for pre-schoolers.  No bookings are required and people can just come along and join the fun.  For further information, please phone 9560 1655.

Story times in Greek are held on the third Tuesday of each month at 2pm until October 2007 at Oakleigh Library, 148 Drummond St, Oakleigh.  There are stories, songs and a craft activity for pre-schoolers.  No bookings are required and people are welcome to come along and join the fun.  For further information, contact phone 9563 4138.

(          (          ( 

Story time for Preschoolers

Every Wednesday and Thursdays at 11am the Knox Library has story time for children aged 3 to 5 years.  The sessions include stories, games and songs.  The sessions are free and are held at Knox Library, Knox City Shopping Centre, 425 Burwood Highway, Wantirna South.  There is no need to make bookings.  For further information please contact Pia Butcher on 9801 1422. 

(          (          ( 

Story time for Tiny Tots

Every Thursday at 1pm the Knox Library has story time and songs for Mums and their babies.  The sessions are free and are held at Knox Library, Knox City Shopping Centre, 425 Burwood Highway, Wantirna South.  There is no need to make bookings.  For further information please contact Pia Butcher on 9801 1422. 

(          (          ( 

Story time for Toddlertime

Every Tuesday at 11am the Knox Library has story time and songs for children aged 1 to 3 years.  The sessions are free and are held at Knox Library, Knox City Shopping Centre, 425 Burwood Highway, Wantirna South.  There is no need to make bookings.  For further information please contact Pia Butcher on 9801 1422. 
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