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MIC NEWS

(  (  (  MIC Fundraising Event – Trivia Night  (  (  (
The Migrant Information Centre is inviting people to attend our Trivia Night event to raise money for the Settlement Support Fund.  

The Settlement Support Fund enables us to provide emergency support for migrants and refugees residing in the Eastern suburbs who are experiencing crisis and who are unable to obtain immediate financial support through other services.

The night will be fun and include many prizes so people are encouraged to book a table of 10 places with their family and friends.  The event will be held at 7pm to 10.30pm on Saturday 12th May 2007 at the Lower Box Hill Town Hall, 1022 Whitehorse Road, Box Hill.  The cost is $10 per person.  Tea and coffee will be supplied and people can bring their own food and drink.

For bookings, contact the Migrant Information Centre on 9285 4888.

(          (          (
Chin Women’s Group

The Chin women’s group provides opportunities for English conversation, information sessions to increase community understanding of services and Australian culture as well as an opportunity for social and recreational activities for women and children.

In Term 2 2007, the group will include speakers who will talk about Family Law, the role of the Police, Eastern Victims Assistance and Counselling Program, Australian Citizenship requirements and health issues such as prevention of rubella during pregnancy.  The group will meet in Term 2 2007 at 1.30pm to 3pm from Tuesday 24th April 2007 to 26th June 2007 at the Croydon Uniting Church, 6 Tallent Street (corner of Croydon Road and Tallent Street), Croydon.

For further information, please contact Judy McDougall on phone 9285 4888 or Email jmcdougall@miceastmelb.com.au.  

(          (          (
EMR HACC Access and Support Pilot Project

The Access and Support Pilot Project is a joint initiative between the Department of Human Services, Migrant Information Centre and Inner East Primary Care Partnership.  Other key stakeholders are the Cities of Manningham, Monash and Whitehorse and the Australian Greek Welfare Society, Chinese Community Social Services Centre Incorporated, Co. As. It. And Fronditha Care.

The purpose of the project is to develop and pilot a model for providing Access and Support services to CALD HACC clients.  The first phase of the project commenced in November with the development of an Access and Support model.  The second phase of the project commenced in April to pilot the model developed.  

The key to this model is the Access and Support Worker role.  This role provides support to Council and CALD clients by facilitating communication and cultural understanding.  Each ethno-specific agency has an Access and Support Worker that can assist 2 or 3 clients during the pilot phase.  

The project is specifically targeting the Chinese, Greek and Italian communities but clients from smaller communities in the three local government areas may also be eligible.  Prospective clients may be referred to the ethno-specific agencies involved or to the relevant Council.  The project will be evaluated by an external evaluator in July with the final report due in August 2007.

For further information, contact Sharon Porteous on phone on 9285 4888 or Email sporteous@miceastmelb.com.au. 

(          (          (
Knox Refugee and Migrant Homework Support Program

The Migrant Information Centre in partnership with Knox City Council and Eastern Regional Libraries are facilitating a homework support group for refugee and migrant youth to assist them with their studies and research as well as language difficulties.  The program provides access to tutors and computers and provides an opportunity for youth to meet other students and make friends.

The homework support group meets weekly during school terms on Wednesdays from 4pm to 6pm at the Knox Library, Knox City Shopping Centre, 425 Burwood Highway, Wantirna.

For further information, contact Liana Bonadio on phone 9285 4888 or Email lbonadio@miceastmelb.com.au. 

(          (          (
Multicultural Equity and Access Program – 
Understanding People from CALD Backgrounds February to June 2007 Program

	Topics
	Date
	Time
	Venue

	South Sudanese Culture

Presenter:

Nyadang Dei Wal
	Wednesday

30 May 2007
	9:30am to

12:00pm
	Whitehorse Room, Box Hill Town Hall, Whitehorse Road, Box Hill.


All Cultural training sessions will cover local demographics, customs and beliefs, health issues, attitude towards older people and aged care, and barriers in accessing services.  

To obtain registration forms or for further information, please contact Wina Kung on 9285 4888 or Email wkung@miceastmelb.com.au. 

(          (          (
Parenting Course for Chinese Families in the City of Manningham

The Migrant Information Centre in partnership with Connections will facilitate a four-week parenting program for Chinese families residing in the City of Manningham.  The program will include sessions on the physical and psychological development of adolescents, developing positive relationships with teenagers including effective communication, discipline of teenagers and managing negative/risk behaviour.  

The sessions will be held on the 25th May, 1st, 8th and 15th June 2007 from 10am to 12pm at the Group Room, Manningham Community Health Centre, 1/1020 Doncaster Road, Doncaster East (corner of Doncaster and Blackburn Roads).  Parking is available in Franklin Road.  The program will be conducted in Cantonese and Mandarin and refreshments will be available.  

For further information, please contact Wanling Zhang on 9285 4888 or Email wzhang@miceastmelb.com.au.  To register ring the MIC on 9285 4888.

(          (          (
Leadership Program for Refugee Young Women

The Migrant Information Centre will facilitate an eight-week leadership skills program for young refugee women aged 17 to 21 years from Monday 23rd April until the 25th June 2007 (not including the public holiday on the 11th June 2007).  

The program will include effective communication, self esteem, team building and working within a culturally diverse community.

The group will meet at 4.30pm to 6.30pm at the Mitcham Baptist Church, 8-12 Simla Street, Mitcham.

For further information, please contact Judy McDougall on phone 9285 4888 or Email jmcdougall@miceastmelb.com.au.  

(          (          (
Refugee Pathways  

Eastern Industry Education Partnership Inc in partnership with the Gateways Local Learning and Employment Network, Outer East Local Learning and Employment Network, and the Migrant Information Centre have commenced a new project for refugee young people.   

The project is designed to provide additional support to students, their parents and teachers including developing educational and career pathways and training as well as employment outcomes for the students.
The implementation of the project will have the support of a steering group of representatives from partner agencies and refugee communities.
For further information please contact Marla Larrave at the Migrant Information Centre on 9285 4888 or Email mlarrave@miceastmelb.com.au. 

(          (          (
Southern Sudanese Women’s Group

The Southern Sudanese Women’s Group will continue to meet in Term 2 from Wednesday 18th April until the 27th June 2007.  The group meets at 6pm to 8.30pm at the East Ringwood Anglican Church Hall, 47 Patterson Street, East Ringwood.

The group are building on the skills developed as part of the leadership program facilitated in 2006 to plan an event for the wider community that increases their understanding of Sudanese culture and the contribution they can make to Australian society.
For further information, please contact Ngadang Dei Wal on Tuesdays and Wednesdays or Judy McDougall on phone 9285 4888 or Email ndeiwal@miceastmelb.com.au or jmcdougall@miceastmelb.com.au.  

(          (          (
Youth and Family Support Network

The next meeting of the Youth and Family Support Network will be held at 9.30am to 11.30am on Wednesday 16th May 2007 in Room D at the Whitehorse Hub, 27 Bank Street, Box Hill (upper level – entrance rear of Box Hill Town Hall).

The aim of the group is to increase the understanding of mainstream youth and family support services providers of the settlement experiences of people from CALD backgrounds, encourage collaborative partnerships between mainstream service providers and the Migrant Information Centre FACSIA funded programs and provide professional development opportunities.
The next meeting will include progress reports on the Migrant Information Centre FACSIA funded Local Answers Program and the Humanitarian Family Relationships Counselling program as well as presentations on working with mainstream agencies from the perspective of an ethnic specific family support counsellor from Southern Sudan, the restructure of Foundation House services in the Eastern Region of Melbourne and the newly implemented Child First Program in the Outer Eastern Region.
For further information, please contact Judy McDougall on phone 9285 4888 or Email jmcdougall@miceastmelb.com.au.  

CROSS CULTURAL AWARENESS

Australian Muslims and Islam – Muslim Students
Diversity Connect International is presenting a workshop and Mosque tour focusing on the needs of Muslim students.
The workshop will be held on Wednesday 16th May between 1pm and 5pm.  The workshop costs $75.00 and will be held at the Islamic Council of Victoria, 66 -68 Jeffcott Street, West Melbourne.  

For further information or to register, please contact Diversity Connect International on 9308 8308 or email www.diversityconnect.com.au.

HEALTH

Diversity in Action – Women’s Health Sessions
The Craig Family Centre is holding women’s only swimming lessons and safety in water and strength training fitness and exercise which includes weight training, treadmills, bikes and rowers.

The sessions will be held on the 19th May, 23rd June, 21st July, 25th August, 10th and 24th November and 8th December between 8pm and 10pm at the YMCA Ashburton Pool and Recreation Centre.  The cost is $5.00 per person or $15.00 per family (5 people).

For further details please contact Yvonne Kyriakos at the Craig Family Centre on 9885 7789 or Email craig.cd@craigfc.org.au. 

(          (          (
Introduction to Integrated Health Promotion for Ethno Specific Agencies and staff

The Centre for Culture Ethnicity and Health (CEH) is delivering a workshop for staff working in Ethno Specific Agencies.  The workshop is designed for staff with little or no knowledge of health promotion and provides participants with an introduction to Integrated Health Promotion.  

By the end of this workshop participants will be able to:

· Understand the social model of health

· Apply an Integrated Health Promotion Framework in their work

· Identify priority health issues 

· Plan a health promotion project 

The session will be held on 29th May 2007 between 9.15am and 12.30pm at the Centre for Ethnicity and Health, 81-85 Barry Street Carlton.  The cost of the program is $30.00.  Lunch will be provided.  

For more information please call CEH on 9342 9700.  Registrations close on 22nd May 2007.

(          (          ( 

VTPU Seminar “Implementing the Cultural Diversity Plan for Victoria’s Specialist Mental Health Services 2006-2010”

Representatives from the Mental Health Branch, Miriam Segon and Catherine Lavars, will provide an overview of the principles in the “Cultural Diversity Plan for Victoria’s specialist mental health services 2006-2010”.  

The speakers will outline the responsibilities of Area Mental Health Services (AMHSs), Psychiatric Disability Rehabilitation and Support Services (PDRSSs), funded organisations such as the Victorian Transcultural Psychiatry Unit (VTPU), Action on Disability within Ethnic Communities (ADEC) and the Victorian Foundation for Survivors of Torture (VFST).  
The presentation will outline the responsibilities of the Mental Health Branch in supporting the implementation of the Plan, and there will be discussion of the proposed implementation strategy.

This presentation will be followed with examples provided by speakers from the Werribee Mercy Mental Health Program and from Richmond Fellowship Victoria on initiatives that they have underway which directly address the provisions in the Plan.
The presentations will be followed by a discussion to canvass ideas and share current work being undertaken in Victoria’s specialist mental health services. 
Video conferencing will be available to interested parties in rural areas by contacting Sylvia Collinetti via Email sylvia.collinetti@svhm.org.au. 
The seminar will be held at 3pm to 5pm on Wednesday 16th May 2007 at the Education Centre 3rd Floor Healy Wing, St Vincent's Hospital, 41 Victoria Parade Fitzroy.
Please note: Registrations close on Friday 11th May.
(          (          ( 

VPTU Professional Development Series – 2007 “How to work effectively with interpreters in mental health settings”
VPTU trainers join with professional interpreters to explore the questions:

· What do I need to know to work effectively with an interpreter?

· What are the steps involved?

· How do I engage with my client with an interpreter present?

· What is my responsibility to the interpreter?

The training will take place at VPTU seminar room, 2nd floor Bolte Wing, 14 Nicholson Street, Fitzroy at 1pm to 4pm on Monday 21st May 2007. 

For further information please contact Marie Piu on phone 9288 3303 or Email marie.piu@svhm.org.au.

To register please register via http://www,vtpu.org.au/prgorams/education/reg.php.  Numbers are strictly limited. 

(          (          ( 

Workshop for Health Professionals – Muslim Patients

Diversity Connect International is facilitating a workshop: Introduction to Australian Muslims and Islam with a focus on Muslim patients.  The workshop includes a tour of a Mosque.

The workshop which costs $75 will be held on Thursday 17th May between 10am and 3pm at the Islamic Council of Victoria, 66 -68 Jeffcott Street West Melbourne.  

The workshop will be repeated on Thursday 26th June between 12pm and 5pm at the same location and Tuesday 10th July between 9am and 1pm at Hume Global Learning Centre, Pascoe Vale Road, Broadmeadows.  The costs for these courses are $75.00 and $60.00 respectively.

For further information please contact Diversity Connect International on 9308 8308 or email admin@diveristyconnect.com.au.
VOLUNTEERS

Eastern Volunteer Resource Centre

Training

Training and Workshops for 2007 are free and commence at 9.30am.  Training sessions finish at 11.30am and Workshops finish at 12.30pm.  If you are interested in any of the following, please ring 9879 7822 for details and bookings.
Introduction to Volunteer Training:
Sessions will be held on Tuesdays 29th May, 26th June, 24th July, 23rd August, 25th September, 23rd October and 27th November.
Workshops:
The Corporate Volunteer, Tuesday 5th June, presented by Volunteering Victoria.
Placing CALD Volunteers, Tuesday 10th July, presented by Migrant Information Centre.
Strategies for Tackling Challenging Behaviour, Tuesday 14th August, presented by Janet Myers-Creed.
COTA – Volunteering as an Activity, Tuesday 11th September, Presented by COTA.
Occupational Health & Safety for Managers of Volunteers, Tuesday 9th October, presented by Robyn Rourke.
Working with Children and Disabilities, Tuesday 13th November, presented by Janet Myers-Creed. 
For further information please contact Teresa Odonnell, Recruitment Co-ordinator on 9870 7822.

(          (          (
Monash Volunteer Resource Centre

Chinese Worker – CALD Capacity Building Project

Kitty Li, MVRC’s Chinese project worker has been employed part time with funds received from City of Monash Communtiy Grants 2006.

She will be responsible for recruiting and training volunteers to facilitate Chinese groups within the local community.  Kitty will also assist with the dissemination of knowledge about mainstream organisations and assistance available to Chinese speaking people residing in the City of Monash.  

For further information please contact Monash Volunteer Resource Centre on phone 9562 0414. 

TRAINING AND WORKSHOPS 2007

Introduction to Volunteer Training 2007

Sessions will be held on the second Tuesday of each month at 9.30am to 11.30am on 12th June, 10th July, 14th August, 11th September, 9th October, 13th November and 11th December.

Workshops for Community Service Organisations

Submission Writing, Wednesday 13th June, 10am to 12pm - Facilitator: Jane Johnson  

Publicity and Writing Press Releases, Wednesday 11th July, 10am to 12pm - Facilitator: Jane Johnson

How to manage your Volunteer Program, Wednesday 8th August, 10am to 12pm - Facilitator: Jane Johnson

Taking Care of Yourself, Wednesday 31st October, 9.30am to 11.30am - Facilitator: Janet Myers-Creed

Guardian and Administrative Services, Wednesday 21st November, 9.30am to 11.30am – Facilitator: Janet Myers-Creed

Workshops 

Grief and Loss, Wednesday 30th May - Facilitator: Susanne Baxandall.

Communicating with People with a Disability, Wednesday 27th June - Facilitator: Janet Myers-Creed.

Behavioral Management, Wednesday 18th July - Facilitator: Janet Myers-Creed.

Communication Skills and Conflict Resolution, Wednesday 29th August - Facilitator: Janet Myers-Creed.

Elder Abuse, Wednesday 26th September - Facilitator: Janet Myers-Creed.

Transport and Transfers with Client Aids, (1.30pm to 3.30pm) Wednesday 31st October - Facilitator: Sue Bower.

Guardian and Administrative Services, Wednesday 21st November - Facilitator: Janet Myers-Creed.

Centrelink Information Sessions:

Sessions are held for Centrelink Customers on the fourth Tuesday of each month from 10am to 11am, 22nd May, 26th June, 24th July, 28th August, 25th September, 23rd October and 27th November.

All sessions are free of charge and bookings are essential.  Dates and venues are subject to confirmation.  Please arrive 15 minutes prior, as late arrivals will not be admitted.  If you are interested in attending training and workshops please contact: Monash Volunteer Resource Centre on phone 9562 0414, Fax: 9562 0411 or Email: mvrc@iinet.net.au.

Street parking is limited to 2 hours.  Four hour parking is available across the road and at Centrelink, which is located in Bogong Ave.  Participants are asked not to park on the premises of Monash Volunteer Resource Centre.

(          (          (
Volunteering in Manningham

As part of the Volunteering in Manningham Project, Doncare is offering an Orientation to Volunteering session to all new or potential volunteers within the City of Manningham.  The sessions will be offered on the third Thursday of each month.

The next session is on the 17th May at 9.30am to 12.30pm and it will be held at Doncare’s new address at 8 Montgomery Street, East Doncaster.

If you would like to attend, register by telephoning Doncare on 9841 4215.  For further information, contact Christine Ellerton on 9841 4215 or Barbara Zeller on 9855 9139.

Volunteering in Manningham now has on web site www.vim.org.au.  A training calendar will be included on the site.
YOUTH AND FAMILY SUPPORT

Doncare Family Services 
Doncare operates a Chinese Family Playgroup for Mandarin and Cantonese speaking families residing in the City of Manningham.  It is held at the Pilgrim Uniting Church, 26 Westfield Drive Doncaster.  
The group is on Thursday mornings from 10.30am to 12pm during school terms.  It costs $35.00 per term per family.  Families need to bring a healthy snack and drink for their child. 

If you would like to attend the playgroup please book by telephoning Angel Shea on 9841 4215.
(          (          (
Croydon Hills Baptist Church – The Gumnut Playgroup

The Croydon Hills Baptist Church Gumnut Playgroup is a playgroup especially for families new to Australia.  Newly arrived parents and children can come to make friends and learn more about living in a new country.  Parents can practice English and children can have fun playing and learning in a happy environment.

The group will meet every Wednesday from 12.30pm to 2.30pm in school terms at Croydon Hills Baptist Church, 6-8 Bemboka Road, Croydon Hills (Melway Map 36 D11).

For further information and to book a place, please contact Susan Muller on phone 9735 3474.

(          (          ( 

Unpacking the Suitcase – Maintaining the Wellbeing of Newly Arrived Young People Youth Conference
The South Eastern Region Migrant Resource Centre in partnership with other agencies is holding a youth conference.  The conference includes keynote addresses, case studies and presentations and workshops what will showcase best practice models for supporting refugee youth.  

The 2-day conference will be held at AMES Noble Park, 60 Douglas Street, Noble Park on the 12th and 13th July 2007.  For further information or bookings please contact Nancy Badr on 9706 893 or Email conference@sermrc.org.au. 

(          (          (
Workshops for VCE Students

Youth Connextions and Whitehorse Manningham Regional Library Corporation are holding study workshops for VCE students from CALD backgrounds.  The sessions will be held fortnightly at the Box Hill Library,1040 Whitehorse Road, Box Hill from 4pm to 6pm.

Remaining topics are:

24th May

Managing my time for exams

7th June

Keeping track of my goals

21st June

My choices and options

5th July


VCE English preparation 1

19th July

Preparing for math exams

2nd August

VCE English preparation 2

16th August

SAC and exam preparation

30th August

VTAC/Enter Score and SEAS

13th September
Preparing for exams

27th September
Life long learning

11th October

TAFE and other options

25th October

Career pathways and advice

To register call the Box Hill Library on 9890 1002.  For further information contact Natalia at Youth Connextions on 9898 9340 or text 0400 062 984.
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