COMMUNITIES TOGETHER 

Nunawading evaluation – Thursday 3rd June

Q1
Please tick the box (() that best indicates your age.

Less than 20 years 0

20 – 29 years
0

30 – 39 years

2

40 – 49 years
4

50 – 59 years
8

60 – 69 years
7

70 years or more 12


Q2
What is your gender?
Male
 5

Female
26

Q3
Please tick the box (() that best indicates your religious background.
Muslim

8

Christian
19
Jewish

0

Buddhist 3

Hindu
3

Other


Q4
Please circle the picture that best represents your impression of today’s event.
(


(




(
Pleased (28)
Neither pleased nor disappointed (3)

Disappointed (2)
Q5
Please circle the picture that indicates your overall impression of the event as a way of learning about Islamic culture.

(


(




(
Pleased
(26)
Neither pleased nor disappointed (3)

Disappointed (0)
Q6
Please circle the picture that best represents your overall impression of the speakers.

(


(




(
Pleased (26)

Neither pleased nor disappointed (2)
Disappointed 0

Q7     Did today’s event change your understanding of Muslims in Australia?
Yes 25 No 7
Responses for YES

· Greater understanding which got rid of some misconceptions.

· I gained a deeper knowledge of the Muslim faith

· It built on Knowledge already gained

· Increased Knowledge

· I knew very little about the Muslim faith or laws

· Both speakers were very good in helping us to understand the Muslim beliefs

· The second speakers explanation of Muslim history e.g. the loss of the scholarly tradition with Muslims – of the bastardization of Muslim beliefs and practices even in “Muslim” countries.

· I learned that Muslims are not aggressively evangelistic and that Christian and Muslims have much in common.

· I knew very little about Muslims in Australia or the religion.

· Expanded my knowledge and understanding rather than changing. I appreciate the opportunity to hear these speakers.

· Being made aware of shared faith attitudes and acceptance.

· How hard some Muslims find it to fit in, as this is their home to?

· I was not aware that Muslims come from so many different countries.

· I am better informed now.

· I now know more about Islam and Muslims in Australia and some of their problems.

· Yes firstly I had the wrong concept of Islam as a religion. Since attending this forum on understanding with Muslim speakers. It had helped me cope with the fear of what has been happening in relation to the present war in Iraq

Responses for No

· I am pleased with something being done. I wish that we could take it a step further.
· I already know that Islam does not promote or condone terrorism. Religion teachers love and respect for one another. It is the people or the radical groups who are to be blamed for today’s events.
· As a Muslim I already understand and share the understanding (2)

· I have known many Muslims in Fiji, I respect them as very kind and compassionate people.
· I have studied Islam and I know good and “bad” Muslims as those of other faiths.
· I have had quite a few contacts with Muslims previously.
Q8
Please tick (() the box that represents how you found out about the event.

Notice mailed to your home 
3

Word of mouth 
16
Through a church/club you attend 14

Local media 
2

Other: community house, school newsletter
Q9
Please tick (() the box that best describes the venue (you can tick more than one box).

Convenient location
31


Good amenities 

23

Comfortable

20


Adequate parking

23
Accessibility

19


Other 
Q10
Were you satisfied with the time and the day of the event? 

Yes 30
No 1

If not what day of the week and time would you recommend? Friday

Q11
Any further comments you wish to make.

· Happy to report back to others at church about this good experience

· Many thanks for arranging this. I am pleased that I followed up notices in our local church

· Please make sure that the microphone is more easily adjustable

· Excellent day, great speakers, food, venue and questions. Thankyou.

· Very worthwhile activity

· It is very good for the council to host such events to bring us closer as a multicultural community. Very commendable, look forward to more such events.

· I greatly appreciate hearing the personal story of Sherene, which provides “ammunition” for our defense of Muslim Citizens. Issam also provided some new insights into beliefs.

· Very interesting- very good of interaction with folk of different faiths.

· Its nice to see people learn more about Islam, only ignorance breeds fear in people.

· Great opportunity to hear two very committed Muslim people and chat to them one on one.

· Excellent, congratulations for such good speakers, the lunch was delicious.

· I am glad I came along for this event. It will interest me now to want to learn more about Islam as a religion.

· Recommended similar conventions for other minority groups such as Sikhs and Hindus for better understanding of other communities in our society.

· Excellent (3)

· I would like to know more about different faiths

· Hope there is more to come after a good beginning.

· I hope we could have more projects were the service could be implemented to break further barriers between the religions


