COMMUNITIES TOGETHER- FEEDBACK SHEET

Rowville Community Centre, Rowville

Q1
Please tick the box (() that best indicates your age.

Less than 20 years
(
20 – 29 years

4

30 – 39 years


12

40 – 49 years

8

50 – 59 years

15

60 – 69 years

10

70 years or more
11

Q2
What is your gender?

Male
13

Female
44                   No Response 2

Q3
Please tick the box (() that best indicates your religious background.

Muslim

15

Christian
37

Jewish

0 

Buddhist
0

Hindu

1

Other
5

Q4
Please circle the picture that best represents your impression of today’s event.
(


(




(
Pleased 54
Neither pleased nor disappointed 3

Disappointed 1

Q5
Please circle the picture that indicates your overall impression of the event as a way of learning about Islamic culture.

(


(




(
Pleased
  49
Neither pleased nor disappointed  10

Disappointed  1

Q6
Please circle the picture that best represents your overall impression of the speakers.

(


(




(
Pleased 56

Neither pleased nor disappointed 3
Disappointed

Q7      Did today’s event change your understanding of Muslims in Australia?   Yes 38  No 17

         Neither/Both 3

Yes:

· Susan’s response to the wearing of the scarf was so succinct.  It gave me a greater understanding of the code of dress.

· Gentleness of presenters.

· It changed after the ‘My Image, My Dress, My Choice’ day.

· It boosted my knowledge.

· One thing I have learnt is that Islam is practiced in many countries.

· I never knew anything before.

· However, I feel there are many more questions to be asked.

· It confirmed some of my private thought in a positive way.

· To hear from individuals rather than the media portrayal.

· Gave an honest account without influence of media.

· Understanding concerns of Muslims in Australian society.

· Hadn’t met many Muslims before.

· Learnt some further info on history/background.

· Enhanced my understanding of the history of Islam.

· Very reasonable presentation.

· I am more proud of my religion, Islam.

· Similarities between Islam and Australian law and attitudes.

No:

· I have already learned a lot about them.  They are people.  They are sincere. Talking with them has been very positive.

· I am already very interested in getting to know Muslim people and am active in promoting understanding of each other.

· Because I’ve read about Islam from brochures.

· I realize everyone has different beliefs and am happy with that.  I extend my sense of peace, and do not like cruelty and fear from anyone.

· No hard questions tackled – the usual glide over problematic areas, see history from one side – i.e. normal human reaction.

· My mind was always open as my knowledge isn’t that good.

· Have to learn more about it.

· I thought they were ‘normal’ before I got here!

· Thought the forum placed too much emphasis on religion rather than culture.

· But I appreciated the clarification by well informed, young, truly “fundamental” Muslims whose experiences can inform today.

· I have always tried to be enlightened towards other races, cultures and religions.

· Had some contact with people of the Muslim faith.

· I already have a great appreciation for Muslims.  If anything it has helped me appreciate other religions.

· I am aware of the Muslim Australian (‘fundamentalist’/moderate’s) ‘defense’ of their religion.  It is reported in the mainstream press, though not headline stuff. 

Neither/Both:

· Today’s event was great for bringing diverse groups in a community together and promoting understanding.  I already have Muslim friends and work within a diversity framework.  I enjoyed the speakers.

· Had a moderate understanding of Islam prior to this forum.

· Not really.  It reinforced what I understood already – which is good.

· Added to what I have already learned – most beneficial.

Q8
Please tick (() the box that represents how you found out about the event.

Notice mailed to your home 
4
Word of mouth 
13

Through a church/club you attend
21
Local media 
12

Other (please state):  DAWA Dandenong 1, Victorian Police 2, Library 1, Work 4,   

Email 1, Fashion Parade 1, On Committee 1 

Q9
Please tick (() the box that best describes the venue (you can tick more than one box).

Convenient location

39

Good amenities 

18

Comfortable


22

Adequate parking

15
Accessibility


13

Other : Everything OK1, Too noisy 1

Q10
Were you satisfied with the time and the day of the event? 
Yes  56     No 3

If not what day of the week and time would you recommend? 

· 11 AM

· Evening so different groups can attend

· Weekdays 12-3pm

Q11
Any further comments you wish to make.

· Thank-you for the opportunity of sharing and learning.

· I am amazed that this only started in 1999.  We and the police in Mitcham did work with migrant groups etc. years ago.  Before that almost all my career.

· This is a very informative and enjoyable way of promoting understanding.

· Thank-you very much. This extended my own reading/thinking.

· More of this please!

· It is a great event to promote community diversity.

· This venue was very noisy – not good acoustics.

· Very good.

· I am a Christian and we are all God’s children whatever religion you belong to.

· A roving microphone would make it easier for those wishing to ask questions.

· I was impressed by the quality and openness of both speakers.  Australian people would benefit from regularly continuing this dialogue.

· I am pleased I attended.  Good luck.

· More info re. beliefs.

· I recently spent some time in Dubai and Abu Dhabi and enjoyed the experience and exposure to the local culture.  I would like to learn more!

· The need to assimilate more must continually be urged.

· Well done.  Keep on keeping on.  Impressed with the fine calibre and knowledge and articulateness of the speakers!!

· I wish that these kind of events were going to take place more often and become ongoing activities.

· Slightly biased view of historical problems between Muslims/Christians eg. Crusades.

· A brave and profoundly enlightening address to the community.  Well done to the speakers and people who asked pertinent questions.

· Really great morning – excellent in every way.  Very informative and educative for people seeking answers in the area of Islam.

· Very good.  Both are excellent speakers.

· I think it’s great and I think they should do this sort of thing in the Northern and Western suburbs as well.

· It would be fantastic to have something similar in the area where I live in which is the Hume (Meadow Heights) area.
· Time could be better between 12.00 and 3.00pm. Start with a welcome lunch, then speakers and then open forum answering questions.

· Everything was okay.  Thank-you for having this program.

· I wish to invite the Imam from the mosque next time.  Thank-you to all for the day.

· If the events can be advertised in the local media, it would be great! 


