COMMUNITIES TOGETHER- FEEDBACK SHEET

Knox Community Centre, Bayswater

Saturday, 7th February
Q1
Please circle the picture that best represents your impression of today’s event.
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Pleased
  41         Neither pleased nor disappointed
 7           Disappointed

Q2
Did today’s event change your understanding of Muslims in Australia?   Yes
  21       No 18
Please provide reasons for your response

Responses for YES

· I have always heard negative remarks – today was an opportunity to get a positive view of Muslims.

· I learnt a lot of information about the view and ways of the Muslims. I have really enjoyed the experience.

· The peace and love factor – very evident and came across as the prevailing focus, not terrorism.

· Because I heard answers to people’s questions.

· Things I thought were true were not true at all.

· I know what is Jihad.

· I have found Saara’s talk very informative and I have up till now been very ignorant of the Muslim community.

· To some extent

· The explanation was very good.

· Gave me an insight into the degree of variation of views and practices within the Islamic Community.

· It enhanced my understanding.

· I heard a bit more about the diversity active in Islam and got a better idea of how the community views public issues.

· About rules and regulations.

· Understanding the importance to them of the values that underpin their faith, recognition of the challenges to the local Muslim community to break free of some rules that may be not truly linked to their faith.

· I have an increased understanding of the hurt in the Muslim community at the misrepresentation in the media.

· I heard about common values and humanity is most worthwhile & encouraging. A personal story is inspiring.

· It was lovely to see people of different faiths here today, all in regards to understanding Islam. It made me so proud to be a Muslim and to be respected, like I respect other people’s faiths.

Responses for NO

· Because I already know and like my Muslim friends

· Because I care for the Islamic/ Mid eastern cause.

· I still have a lot to learn

· 3 Talks to long

· The speakers reinforced my beliefs about Muslims; I have learnt that a ‘group’ usually means many differences within that group.

· I am a Muslim

· Due to poor sound quality I could not hear what was being said.

· I already had a positive/ neutral view, but was glad to get the female perspective from Saara.

· I already have a great respect of Islam.

· I am already well informed and supportive.

· I have read extensively about Islam and have not changed my mind.

· Because the views expressed by the speakers I already believe and support.

· It has added positively to my previous appreciation of Islam.

· Because I have heard about them before.

· No need to already have a sympathetic (understanding) attitude.

· I am education myself about different cultures, I have a friend who is a practicing Muslim and I have attended functions – multicultural.
Q3
Please circle the picture that indicates your overall impression of the event as a way of learning about Islamic culture.
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Pleased
41
Neither disappointed or pleased
5     Disappointed 2
Q4
Please circle the picture that best represents your overall impression of the speakers.
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Pleased
 42       Neither pleased nor disappointed 4        Disappointed
2
Q5
Please tick (() the box that represents how you found out about the event

Notice mailed to your home 4

Word of mouth 11


Through a church/club you attend  21 
Local media  9
Mosque 3                            Library 3            Knox Inter-faith 2
Q6
Please tick (() the box that best describes the venue (you can tick more than one box)

Convenient location

38

Good amenities 

26
Comfortable


33

Adequate parking

33
Accessibility


31

Other: TV

Q7
Were you satisfied with the time and the day of the event?  Yes   46
No 1

If not what day of the week and time would you recommend? Sunday

Q8        Any further comments you wish to make 

· I appreciate all the effort put towards this event and look forward to maybe social activities for further insight and understanding.

· Time after sharing with Muslims, eating and chatting

· More publicity to such events is needed

· We need more of these forums on a regular basis, all over the suburbs. Make sure the young speakers are also included.

· I would like media to encourage harmony in the country and to make the people realize we are all citizens of this world.

· Thanks for organizing such events they are very useful in creating multicultural harmony.

· It would have been beneficial to have had every table a mixture of Muslims and non-Muslims. My table was all non-Muslims. I find names difficult to remember and would find name tags helpful. Enjoyed the evening.

· It would be good if the presentation were available to the younger members of society i.e. teenagers. As my children experience great difficulty being Muslim in Australia.

· Very imperative that non-Muslim Australians hear the voices of the moderate Muslims and community leaders.

· Would like more time for questions and answers.

· Thank you so much for providing such wonderful speakers, next time make it longer.

· Events like this can only improve relations within the community. The more we know about each other, the greater the level of comfort and the less likelihood of holding uninformed views.

· The event has been very worthwhile.

· It is a shame that this only “preaches to the converted”, now to find strategies for approaching “the rest”.

· Food terrific + +

· Fantastic, well done

· Thank you for organising this

· Lovely afternoon – appreciate all the effort that was put in.

· More! It is all to the good.

· Excellent will look forward to future events.

· The planning and participation here is a good and hopeful start to educate and encourage both Muslims and non-Muslims.

· Thank you very much for your generosity, Judy McDougall is made of gold, I heard your passion, Judy.

· It’s good to see the community coming altogether, all in the one group. It’s fantastic.

· When I debated with the “Muslims at my table with “Christianity” and what it said in the Koran, they left, they didn’t stay to discuss it. So much for tolerance! Why were the police here? At “Christian” meetings you don’t have the police there.

