Maroondah Fashion Parade   28th March 2003 

1. Please Circle the picture that best represents our impression of today’s event?

Pleased                                                                    79

Neither Pleased nor disappointed 

           2

Disappointed 





0

2 Did today’s event change your understanding of Islam in Australia 

Yes 
58

No
8 

· Neither – I am Muslim;

· The event gave me more clarity in my understanding and a greater appreciation of why Muslim women choose to dress the way they do;

· Answered many questions I had.  Clarified my thinking of woman’s position.  Such dignity, pride, confidence and self-esteem, goodwill was beautiful to experience.

· I knew nothing about Islam in Australia before today;

· Good explanation for wearing the hijab as an act of worship;

· I don’t know about changed, but it certainly gave me a deeper understanding and has promoted a thought that I must read more about it!  I most certainly admire all other religions that promote peace and a positive life-style.  Great way to introduce this – all women interested in clothes – by this and learning so much more.

· The distinction made between cultural and personal practice and those relating to the teachings of Islamic Religion.  The variety within the code of dress.

· It didn’t exactly change my understanding but it did provide me with greater insight – especially re individuality and differences within Islam.  I especially appreciated the comments separating religion from culture;

· About both sexes being equal and that the Islamic faith does not say men are superior - women are entitled to education and to initiate marriage;

· Knew very little about Islam – now have a greater knowledge and understanding;

· My understanding has been re-enforced and deepened;

· Openness, honesty, interesting and competent presentation.  I admired the serenity, charm and poise of the “models”, and was fascinated by the dresses;

· It was a relief to hear that Islam does not promote the suppression of women – but that it liberates them and the women have choices;

· Part of growing awareness – we have been so separate;

· Because the presenters were obviously well informed; gave ‘matter of fact’ responses. Also the question time gave us an opportunity to spell out things we so wanted to ask, but don’t know who to ask;

· Helps ladies to share their qualities and understand each other.  Brings to light the focus on purity and modesty as fundamental.  Good to hear it spoken out as it so lost in our general society;

· Certain statements in general proved different to those stated here;

· Have not spoken personally to any Muslims;

· Since Islam has come into the spotlight from September 11th as a Catholic I have immediately understood that this was an extremist act.  Catholics have also done misguided atrocities in the name of God but really their own ego.  I was pleased to learn about true Islam faith, so I can teach others as well as not being ignorant myself.

· No, because I have already researched Islam;

· There should be no discrimination between any colour or creed;

· Fanatics occur in every religions, its good to meet ordinary women who follow their beliefs in a common sense way.  There is hope for us all if we continue to meet face-to-face with love;

· Did not understand exactly what the women were allowed to do;

· I now have a better understanding of your dress, beliefs and way of life;

· Better understanding of the differences between Islam and Muslim culture.  Dispels myths;

· It didn’t change my understanding.  It made me appreciate it a lot more;

· Particular explanation of the differences between religion (belief) and culture – in practices;

· I am very interested in fashion.  The models looked outstanding.

· I learnt that the covering of their bodies (especially hair) was personal choice and that the women are in fact emancipated;

· I had very little knowledge before today;

· Was very ignorant about Islamic faith, but now feel better informed;

· The speakers were very articulate and open, and had to contend with a lot of noise and distractions, but all seemed well versed in Muslim religion and culture;

· Well I’m already Muslim, but I liked the way you answered the questions, as sometimes it’s hard to explain to others why we do certain things, now I know more how to;

· Explanation of the head wear.  Separating religion from culture;

· Provided an insight into the diversity – very visual presentation – provides a new dimension of learning – very effective;

· I am surprised that Australian Muslim lady has very good sense of fashion;

· Muslim women were displayed beautifully and openly and Islam is my faith;

· I have enjoyed the day;

· A better understanding of the dress code;

· It was very good to hear what Islam teaches as opposed to what often is paraded as the teaching of Islam especially in relation to the women and their rights;

· I really did not know much about your association or women’s culture.  Thank you so much.

· I had a fair understanding of Islam but today’s discussion furthered the aspect of women’s role in Islam;

· The gentle open hearted ambassador of Islam has given a whole new face and understanding;

· Very pleased – up to now I knew very little of Muslim dress and lifestyle, also food yum;

· It hasn’t changed my understanding but it has well increased it.  I hadn’t considered how many nationalities were involved or how difficult it would be to integrate here.

· The honest answers to questions.

· I’m a Muslim

· Already had an understanding (of sorts) and the event today enlarged on this knowledge;

· Having worked with a Muslim girl I learned a little of the culture;

· Was already well versed about Islam in Australia;

· I have already had access and exposure to Muslim women and men and appreciate their beliefs and culture

· I think that living in Australia the headdress must be very hot in summer and they should or would fit in better in the community without it.  As the saying is that when in Rome do as Romans say (or do);

· It gave me a greater comprehension - great in that it provided me a greater understanding of our similarities – within Christian or Muslim;

· I did previously think that Muslim women were taught to be submissive and were subject to domination by men;

· Very pleased – because I did not really know all that much about their religion or the women’s way of dress if they choose to do so;

· We didn’t realise so much of the customs are cultural not religious.  Thought the casual clothes were most attractive, even stunning.  Appreciated the frankness and honesty of the speeches.

3 Please circle the picture that indicates your overall impression of the forum as a way of learning about Islam and Muslim women’s dress.

Pleased 




80

Neither Pleased nor disappointed 

2

Disappointed 




0

4 Please circle the picture that best represents your overall impression of the speakers

Pleased 




82

Neither Pleased nor disappointed 



Disappointed 






5 Please circle the picture that best represents your impression of the fashion parade.

Pleased 




82

Neither Pleased nor disappointed 



Disappointed 






6 Please tick (() the box that represents how you found out about the forum

Notice mailed to your home                  4

Word of mouth                                    37

Through a church/club you attend      13

Local media                                          29

Other (Please state)

· A tutor where I teach creative writing – Waverley Community Centre;

· Judy’s mailing list

· Friend;

· MIC mailing list;

· Work

7 Please tick (() the box that best describes the venue (you can tick more than one box)

Convenient location                            64

Good amenities                                    53

Comfortable                                         42

Adequate parking                                  49

Accessibility                                          52

Other

Crowded

Very friendly

8 Any further comments you wish to make

· Some of the fashions not appropriate around men eg. Half sleeves too tight.

· A good idea to do something for men.  I would like to encourage you in such a courageous out.  May God (Allah) bless you always.

· Thankyou for the invitation;

· I’m glad that I attended, it’s been a wonderful experience;

· I particularly enjoyed the fact that it was a celebration for and with women;

· An excellent idea to further connectedness between people in the community;

· I think this is an excellent way of promoting understanding between us women of different cultures and faiths;

· Food very different more than enough, very good;

· Thankyou all for a lovely afternoon;

· Personal experiences very effective;

· Bit noisy

· Very happy to attend, Beautiful women. Delicious food. Thank-you XXX P.S. Would like to see recycling and friendly environmental practices at future events;

· A long way over from Pakenham but well worth the drive over. I greatly appreciate the opportunity

· Sitting at the back table was difficult to hear the speakers especially at question time;

· An excellent way to raise awareness of a culture;

· I enjoyed the day immensely and have gone away with a greater understanding and curiosity than before – thanks for organising it.

· I came from Sydney and was brought by a friend;

· Thankyou

· I would like to attend another such event and see more coverage in the newspapers.  I do enjoy the food;

· Unable to hear anything;

· Thankyou very much.

· Please keep this type of event coming;

· Good that the general public can be informed in this celebration of difference;

· Thankyou to all the ladies – God bless. Points out the common thread in all religions – very good;

· It is the style of presentation which breaks down the barriers – keep it up.

· An excellent event;

· A wonderful educational experience and enlightenment.  A “Jewish” version would be appreciated.

· Thankyou for doing this.  I’d like all my friends to share in such a gathering.  It’s great for developing good relations across the old divisions.

· Food deliciously prepared;

· Wonderful experience, beautiful lunch, beautiful clothes and people;

· Wonderful lunch and cross section in audience, when I expected a majority Muslim audience.  It is a pity this cannot be a forum for men so they can understand Islam better;

· I was most impressed with the serenity, openness and sincerity of all presenters and models. The fashions were beautiful – made a great point of contact between women of different cultures.  Food was delicious too.  Thankyou for a most enlightening and uplifting experience (most enjoyable too!!).

· I appreciate the opportunity this forum provided to know in such a pleasant environment – the meal was delicious;

· Thankyou for a most enjoyable and worthwhile session to attend.  The lunch was simply delicious and added such a touch to the event.  Congratulations to you all!  So impressed with such intelligent and respectful young women!  What delightful young women and what classic feminity was shown.

· Great food;

· Events such as this must only help to maintain acceptance of and harmony between Australia’s varied people;

· Very friendly;

· A most enjoyable and relaxed event;

· A wonderful afternoon and hope to come again;

· More more please

· Lunch was very nicely served;

· Please make more of these but BAN CHILDREN as they disrupt the importance of the speech.  Make more elaborate involving young Australians too.

· Signs hard to see – needs to be bigger – more visual;

· Very pleased with day, speakers, parade and also great food – and would recommend others to come to your event;

· Would like to know where you got your tapes from.

· I am very pleased to have attended today;

· Fantastic way to show support, solidarity and interest in our Muslim sisters;

· When the models walked around the various tables it was much easier to see the various outfits;

· It has been great to meet Muslim women.  I feel I understand Muslim woman and why the hijab is worn.  Thankyou – very important in today’s world.

